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Waiting For Arms At

paster Week 1916 and ten days

or so before it I spent almost con-i

t Volunteer leader,! their trust would betray Ireland

with Michael

rinuously Kilroy,
hen the Newpor
snd in the subsequent War of

independence the greatest free-
1y fighter west of the Shannon,
L qpan at the time of the Truce,
sazeribed by Cathai Brugha,
Chief 0 Stauf, as one of “the three |
-werilla leaders who won the war.”
Susing this period in 1916 I lived
.1 the honie of the Kliroy hrothers,’
hn and Michael, at Carrabaun,’
Newport. Living the* t the time-
vere John and his Wife Margaret
nd their two infant daughters,’
cow Mrs. Mary O'Grady and Mrs. |
Tilie McManamon), as well as .
vichael and his wife Nan. Mar-
-aret and Nan were sisters.

John was a carpenter by trade
and Michael a blacksmith, but
some time before 1916 they seem’
¢ have formed a partnership, and
in the workshop adjoining the
dwelling house in Carrabaun they
fad in 1916 four or five employees,
radesmen, apprentices and lab-

qurers.

Industry

Judging by the progress made,
hy the firm prior to 1916 and in
the few years innmediately follow-
ing there can be no doubt that,
had the partners followed self-in-
werest, and avoided war and poli-
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tics, a large industry would have
developed in Newport to the great
financial advantage of the two
brothers and of the district.
Michael, however, was not a man

10 devote his undoubted talents
and unbounded energy to self-in-
terest alone. Around about, neg-
lect and poverty held sway, and
when I first got to know him ‘in-
timately he seemed to have only
one great interest at heart, the
improvement of the ‘lot of the
people among whom 'he ‘lived, the

righting of the wrongs of cen-
turies.

It was in 1909 when I left the
National School in Treenheg and
went to the Christian Brothers’
“ondary school in Westport that
Michae! showed an interest in me.
Each week-end I returned to New-
wrt and at first he often spoke to
e about my studies. He had very
F0gressive gand at the time un-
-ual views on education. Second-
Iy education in particular was,
% his opinion, lopsided, and neg-
“tied studies essential for the de-
opmen: of the resources of the
untry and for the well-being of
Yt prople. Scientific knowledge

=0 method were necessary, he
Jd. to ensure greater output
oM the 1ind, and the development
1S untupped resources:.

land Problem

\t the ©1me land was the great
‘_“j'_’lt‘m at jocal polities, and with
.';qj‘_"nt e conviction that foreign
natiun and  misgovernment

“Te th . root-causes of all the
JIRry's 1 1: Great hopes were
"fai"d it Home Rule, and fhe
Med 10 League and the Irish

g{i”’."‘”?‘ "ty Party who fought
‘,.‘.;r‘)‘tti" ke London parliament
N e f.'v.h-:;;:.l---wked by the people
cholstaeeade of the century.
fahf:\ mothe second decade it
i -(tolr-." «pparent to some. that,
33‘81‘;‘ © ihe action of the Union-
M U’?(- b North, backed openly
ang ]_n-d“COI!twr\nt1\'es in Britain
Open)y h‘i ‘hough not always
Comagy Y, WY who were ot
| fver o S Home Rule if it
d Very, }qr“ Was likely to fall far,
mgémr‘e . ']-\_hm‘t of the meagre
Ind yeno | HCh had been promised
AT expecteq.

de?gfpgmf}" Mmen zenerally who had
for Hom:wn Hves to the fight
that thp‘n_R“lf‘ could not helieve

fo-work would be a
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failure, and that the English
governiment and the English people
in whom they had learned to place

once more.
‘nere  were owner olaer :men,
however, survivors from Fenian

lmes, wino never rusteud Engiana
anet who believed that nothing ex-
cept physical force would he erfec-
Uve agadinst the conquest. Their
41m, toou, was not just Home Rule,
even at ity best, but independence
and comp.cte separation from Eng-
land. Some of the younger mem-
Lere o1 the ULL., who had grown
up in the atmosphere created by
the Gaelic League, and were falling
under the influence of such papers
as “Sinn Fein” and “Irish Free-
aom”, (I was a link in the ‘under-
ground chain that brought a bundle
of copies of "Irish Freedom' re-
gularly to Westport prior to sum-
mer 1914 I also, during my ilast
year at school in Westport, made
my own ccntribution to revolution-
ary journalism by providing a
weckly Newport column in the
“Mayo News" under a nom-de-
piume which I have forgotten),
began gradually to doubt the effi-
cacy of what was caled consti-
fuiionalism and to turn their
thoughts to physical force. They
wcere in g minority and their efforts
to convert their comrades were in-
effe~tual. In consequence a hreak-
away occurred.

United Frbnt

The break-away took place when
in the middle of 1913 I was drawn
into Jocal politics. Michael Kilroy,
who was the most active worker
for the new development, asked
me to become secretary to the
break-away organisations — there
were really two, the UJIL. and an
associated A.O.H. branch. When I
became secretary discussions were
taking place regularly between the
opposing groups in an effort to
provide a united national front.

At these discussions the parish
priest, Canon Michael McDonald,
presided. To those on our side it
soon hecame clear that the Canon's
mediations were always in favour
of the status quo ante, and as a
similar breach was becoming com-
mon all over the country, and the
causes producing it were ever in-
creasing the breach became per-
manent and the efforts at recon-
ciliation were gbandoned. It was,
however, agreed that the parish
hall would be available to both
parties in turn for meetings to be
held on Sundays after last’ ‘Mass.

On each occasion when our
U.LL. meeting came to an end the
majority departed and our A.O.H.
meeting began. When this' latter
ended most of those present left,
as did I. As time passed we noti-
ced that the handful who still re-
mained behind were skways the
same, and looking back now I can
only assume that this third meet-
ing was a meeting of the I.R.B.,
the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

Volunteer Corps

Some time in 1913 Michael asked
me if I would like to join this
organisation if it happened to
exist, but I heard no more then
although I told him I would join
most willingly. It was not until
late in 1915 that with four of the
most active members of the Uni-
versity College, Galway, Volunteer
Corps, I was invited to join the
I1.R.B. On being sworn in I was told
that Michael Kilroy of Newport,
Co. Mayo, vouched for me. Soon
afterwards all five of us acquired
Smith and Wessen revolvers.

At this time Alf Monaghan was|

assisting Liam Mellows as volun-
teer organiser in Galway city and
county,
Westport I got to know AIf well
He was a brother of Charles: Mona-
ghan, who on the night of Good
Friday 1916, with two other volun-
teers was accidentally drowned off
Ballyhissane Pier as they wi.th
others were travelling to Cahir-
civeen to dismantie the wireless
station. Alf was a Northerner and
had been expelled by government
order from Belfast. He was under
constant police surveilance. A few
weeks before Easter 1916 .he told
a few of us that to avoid arrest he
had to leave the city and was

going for greater safety to Conne-|,

'Howth Rifle

nlara.

Indispensible

leaving he told the same
fex?ef;)l::t the %’ising should take
place while we were away on Our
holidays, and on reaching home we
were to report for duty to our local
jeaders. I have the idea th‘:at 'he
told me that my rglairt) du:?;ulrr:z tl;g

ntime would be to ensur

giaas I could that Michael Kilroy,

}

the RIC.

three weeks I was seldom far from

struciions. It may eppear strange,
but in actual fact I knew little
then or at any timz about the
members of the Newport Volun-
teer force. It is true that I worked

hig side, and then only on his In-fthe R.LC. barracks at Newport,

,,,,,,,

Easter came late that year and Perore or a.ong with a leader from
our holidays were arranged to fa)} Deadquacters who was to bring
mostly before Easter. I veported to| With him the order to begin oper-
Michael, who expressed delight to! ations.
have me as bodyguard. For about’

|

|

with Michael when he was first:

organising the volunteers in the
end of 1913. During holidays from
University College, Galway, to
which I went in 1914 I sometimes
helped in the training of the volun-
teers.

|

For the ten days or so prior to

Easter Sunday I had an oppor-

and I, who was th2n only a teen-
ager, am now the sole survivor of
the four volunteers who during
Easter
uously on duty at the Newport
Volunteer headquarters, that is, at
the house and workshop at Carra-,

about thirty years old.
.Employed in the coachbuilding

and with Tom Derrig of |

trade at Kilroys at the time were
Jack Quinn, Kilmeena (now living
at Castlebar Street, Newport),;:
Dominick Kilroy, Furnace, now liv-
ing at Quay Road, Newport; Tim
Lyons, formerly of Carrowholly
and now residing in Dublin and
John Maguire, The Mills.

Alarm Bell

While work was carried ou®
every day in the workshop the men
worked late hours in the forge at
the rear of the workshop repair-
ing revolvers and guns and also
making pikes.

There was a bell concealed in
the forge loft which was connec-
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ted to the workshop and when any-
one not in the organisation appro-
ached the alarm was given.

The military equipment in the
building was smal.. Michael had an
up-to-date service rifle with
bayonet and there was at least one
other rifle and a few shot guns. In
addition to a large Webley revol-
ver, Michael had an automatic
pistol. I had a Smith and Wessen
revolver. There were pikes, ammu-
nition, explosives and stores of
various kinds. What interested me
most were the many metalworking
tools and other equipment neatly
arranged for speedy use in cutting
sufficient iron plate from the
bridge over the railway line which
leads from the town to the church,
and using it to armour-plate a
motor car. The car to be armoured
was the most powerful one avaii-
able in West Mayo.

What additional rifles or other
arms the volunteers held I cannot
recall but my brother Padraic
(now living in Mulranny) had one
of the Howth rifles. There were
some useful weapons in private
ownership and these were marked
for seizure immediately before the
Rising. The whole stock of fire-

tunity of observing what had been|
done in preparation for the Rising,

Week 1916 were contin-.

baun. At that time Michael was.

. they or any of them were then or

‘were not to see McNamara again

arms was only a small fraction of

the minimum considered necessary'approached we were brought to a
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A group of  Volunteers parading :'prior tc 1916.

who was considered indispensible, but
would not fall into the hands of supplies

Micha.:! was confident that
far in excess of immediate .

regquirements would arrive shortly'

‘The first operation in Mayo was,
to be the simultaneous capture of.

Westport and Castlebar, and the
isolation of the area until the New-
port armou.ed car was ready for
a dash at the head of g imotorised
column to blow up the bridge at
Athlone. On Galway, 1 understood,
would fall the major part of secur-
ing the line of the Shannon in
Central Ireland, while Clare would
be responsible for the Connacht:
side of the lower Shannon.

The Barracks

I was given tull details of the:
rronosed attack on Newport bar-
racks (which was across the river
from Kilroy’s house). if a full-|
scale attack became necessary, but
the possibility of securing it with-
out the use of arms was not ruled
out. The RIC. strength in New-
port was, I think, six, including
the inspector and the sergeant.
Among the others was a con-
stable named McNamara whose
only duty for some time past
seemed to be to dog Michael’s foot.
steps. These men had up to a few
years before been our friends, our
intimates even, but I have never:
troubled to learn whether subse-
quent years were to prove that

at any time our enemies. It is per-
haps worth mentioning that bar-
racks then had no sandbags, no
barbed wire, no steel shutters, not
very effective weapons, no Verey
lights, and no Black and Tans. The
most sympathetic of the R.I.C. had
also left the force hefore the War
of Independence hegen-a few years
later.

Full preparations nad been made
for three days’ manoevures for all
volunteers all over the country to
begin on Easter Sunday and we
assumed that a leader, arms and
the order to rise would arrive on
or before that day.

In the absence of information
which my memory fails to recall,
but which I know would be far
more interesting, I shall to the best
of my ability give a brief account
of some of my own experiences at
the time.

Visit To Westport

On Good Friday morning 1 left
home and joined Michael to go to
Westport and beyond. For journeys
of this length we normally used
bicycles but on this occasion
Michael, in the vain hope of mis-
leading McNamara, decided that
we should appear to  be merely
going for a morning stroll, but
once out of sight of the barracks
we would complete our journey on
foot. Looking back, however, while
descending the first slope beyond
the rise south of the town we saw
McNamara pushing his bicycle be.
hind us. l

On reaching Westport, Mec-
Namara closad in considerably but
as Michael desired to iose him for
the day we decided to play out a
little drama. In Bridge Street we
called to a shop, made some pur-
chases and came out examining
them, apparently oblivious of Mc-

Namara and his bicycle parked. §

not many yards away. He on his'

side was apparently oblivious of us; -

as_he studied the goods in a shop
window. Further up the street we
entered a second shop but I re-
appeared at once and continued to
a third. This I entered, passed
right through, went from one back-
yard to another—this sometimes
involved an arrangement of boxes
or bharrels to get over the walls---

until I reached the lime yard which-
opens on James’' Street on the
opposite side of the block. Michael, .
who remained five or ten minutes
in the second shop, followed more'
rapidly and we reached the lime-
yard almost at the same time. We

for twelve hours or so.

From James’' Street we had no
difficulty in getting in touch with
our friends on, I think, the south-
‘west side of the town. We were
‘busy for the afternoon and as dusk

house about two mmiles out the
country to the south,

Arms Expectéd

An LR.B. meeting was about to
begin as we entered.. Joseph Mec-
Bride, brother of Major John Mc-
Bride, was in the chair. T had never
been at such a meeting before and

| S0, when the oath. was being taken!

I failed to place my hand on one of

i-the prayer books lying about until

the person next to me shoved one
into my hand. My memory of what

happened at. the meeitng. is of the!'

vaguest, and cannot be depended
on for accuracy. Thersa may have
been twelve to twenty present;
members from
districts reported on the strength
0. the volunteers jin their areas,
what arms and ammunition, if any,
they possassed, or could lay hands
on, and in general their readiness
fo: the three days’' manoeuvres.
McBride addressed! the meeting,
said the day we waitad for was at
hand, arms and the' order' to rise
could be expected to arrive' at any
hour. He added that when one
hundred men fully armed and
equipped took the fleld: for action
he would be with them.

On the return journey when
passing through Westport wa& were
each loaded with a'‘pretty heavy
bundle of locally made pikes; they
had attachments for fitting to
shot guns and were ta be used as
bayonets. It .was well after mid-
night when we reached. Newport
and after a cup of tea. it was de-
cided I should go home.. Michael
thought it advisable' to see me
clear of the towmn. As we crossed
the bridge in the darkness Michael
drew his automatic pistol and I my
revolver. At the town end of the

bridge two forms came dimly into|

view; one seemed to be Mec-
Namara, thre other advanced a step
or two towards us; but apparently
seeing something he did not relish
withdrew rapidly. We passed on.
On reaching the end of the town
we climbed omr to the ratlway line,
back along which Michael get off
at g fast pace, leaving me with in-
structions to follow: at the double
if I heard shooting ih the next few
minutes. I walted a quarter of an
hour but as the stillness remained
unbroken I too set off for home.
It was after 2" am. when I got
there.

Final Prepara;tions

Next day we bubied ourselves
with- final preparations for the
three days in the field ordered to

| begin on the morrow, Easter Sun-.

!

day, 23rd April, 1916. When early
on Sunday the day's paper arrived,
we were shocked to read McNelll'ss
order cancelling the manoeuvres.
Michael dismissed the volunteers,
who had mobilised, but gave orders
that each man was to get to his
appointed place immediately on re.

Mi}haél

the surrounding!

»

Moran

f

| o

ceipt of the order'to.do so. As will
pe: seen the opportunity to issue
tnis order never came, in spite of
commubications with Westport and
Last.epar, no arms. arrived, no
Jeider and no ord:r tg begin oper-
atfonc.: :

On Tuesday morning word came
that blin nad risen. at noon on
the day berore. I got word from a
neighboulr returning :early from
market and set off immediately for
| Newport. Nearing tne! town I was
overtakep by a largeé car, which
stopped beside me and a voice
from inside asked meito sit in. 1t
was the Canon. “Yoy heard the
news,”! he said, and :when 1 an-
swered he broke out: !'Young m=an
, like you have no idea ¢
| and misery this countty will have
to endure for the next decade as
a resujt of your folly.':'

Over The Bridge

Cooling down he .added: “You
would |like to cross .gver to Kil-
roys’ The police are;helding up
everybody crossing thel bridge, but
I think T'll get you through" By
this tilne we had climbed George's
Street land couid see the police at
the bridge entrance. Going down

Main Street the Canon pressed on

-~

.
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: _
bridge'at a rapid pac¢. An R.IC.
man stepped out with thand rafsed
to halt the car, but 'recognising
the Canon, or more-likely the car,
walved him on. It was too late to
dd anything about it when he
realised who the passenger was.
We were already over the bridge
and on the far side had turned to
the left towards Klilroys’ and not
to the, right towards she Canon’s.
Swinging round he siopped long
enough to drop me ssying: “God
be with you and may He forgive
us al land keeo us sife.” I was
in the safety of Kilroys' in a min-

|

ute orj two and the Canon pre-
suma‘t:ly at home. Sometimes I
wonder if he was really so whole-

hea.rteflly against us as he seemed.

T WEEK I WILL TELL
YOU ' OF MICHAEL'S EFF-
CRTS TO OBTAIN $SOMEONE
IN WESTPORT  TO LEAD
THE MEN OF THE WEST 'IN
THE RISING.

|

]
.

|

IT°° Much
Codding At
Westport U.D.C.
Meetings

ing on here and it is time there
was an end put to it said Mr.

! i Joe McNally at a meeting of West-

port U.D.C. as a resuit of remarks
made by the Town Engineer, My
A. Malone.

Reportuing on roadworks, the
Town Engineer said it would cost
£12,000 or maybe a little less, to
do a proper  repair job on the
Sandyhill Road.

- Mr. Dan O'Brien—How much ?
Town Engineer—-£12,000 opprox-
imately.

Mr. O'Brien—You told me here
at the last meeting that it would
cost £27,000.

ONLY CODDING

Town Engineer—Ii was only
codding you that night.
Then followed Mr. McNally's

f the unrest .

|

the acéelerator and approached the'

comment, as at the outset.
Discussion on the Sandyhill Road

MR. JOE McNALLY
“, . « too much codding”

was raised by Mr. McNally who

|
.

asked how much money had been
expended filling pot-holes on the
road.

The Town Engineer said. as in-
structed by the Council, he had ex-
pended £50 on the work.

Mn McNally—Well, I've seen it
and it was a waste of time and
money. The road is as bad as ever
it was.

A WASTE OF £50.

Town Engineer—I| know that,

1 told the Council it would bhe a

waste of £50 but ‘the Council in-

sisted on having the work dons.

Nothing short of major repairs

will improve that road.

Mr. McNally. -What was done
didn't last a week. What was
thrown into the pot-holes is gone
again—they're all opened up.

USELESS TASK

Mr. C. Kenny said it was useless
trying to keep pot-holes filled on a
road on which there was heavy
traffic. ‘It was alright in the days
of the horse and cart when the
wheels '‘pounded in the gravel, but
that dav is gone,” he added.

Mr. Malone, Town Engineer, said
only a major job, costing £12,000,
would put the road in proper re-
pair. Until this was carried out the
pot-holes would remain,

Mr. Michael Kelly (Acting
Chairman) saild in “cheap’ tumes a
former Town Engineer had asked
for £25,000 to tar all the Westport
"Urban roads. “Just like now, we
could not allow that money for the
work. as much as we would like
to,” he =aid. ‘

DON'T WANT TENNIS LAWNS
Mr, Dan O'Brien—We don't want
tennis lawns. We only want roads
good enough to walk on and travel
on I'm fed up listening to all this
talk of thousands of pounds.

—

CHALLENGE GAME FOR
BALLINROBE

Ballinrobe G.ALA. Club was
given permission at a meeting of
the Mayo G.A.A. Board in Castle-
bar to hold a senior football chal-
lenge game between Mayo and
Roscommon on April 17,

ez

MAYO MEET KILDARE
- AT WESTPORT

A meeting of the G.A.A. Board
was told that Kildare had agreed
to play Mayo in a challenge game
at Westport on Easter Sunday as
part of the 1916 Commemoration
ceremonies,

.......
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Party. (See “Westport



