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The Western People Sat

A grim story

Newpert, wife of the famous {,R,A, leader,
called by this historic photegraph which is o
yitter period when men on the run were
of hands of uniformed terrorists like tha

& . pweturesgue Littie

NEWPOII
vioae soetered by the mouns
e na ironied by Clew Bavw
1 Soa HLOWND QS d resyr or
e wnter and deep sea lish-
- fiograls have been, and
AL ree Liorested N Lie numer-
ou . cdrumeins” o winch are to be
vyon, notne sumrounding diste
- s Twe Cathwolic Church, a
v e cyemnte 0f modern ir:sh
U s architeclure, oc¢-
curioo 1 ~oeendid site dbave the
beo o fDuring the Troublies,”
Foroter  SAWHROTL was not such
4 ‘ummsuas TESOML Q piace of n-
sors.s Ty, peNlO2ISts, but rather
an aren famed for is  great
¢~ .+ - Iudependence—famed
ar s men and the part they
nlived n the strugzle agsainst
o Blhex and Tans
N m WUesiporl Side of he
beodoe  wnd overloodking  New-

ezt toan s the residence of
t=¢ o2 General Michae] Kils
e, OC  Western Command
[ A—-n m:an ded:cated to the
cavse--n. reedom for Ireland-——
nictured this week in
v PPewornal Series in con-

ton Wila current nterest in

o CTIURLOS

pe S
oUn woture snows the late Gen-
2t afokael  Kilroy with  nis
<= Padav. and niece Mary
nyy Ars, O'Grady., New Yorke,
exaning the ruins of his
inrras which was razed to the
ceound faoother with his resi-
eace bv the Black and Tans
az a4 rewssall  in May- 1921,
T+ picture was taken 1n
Jiv. 1921, after the Truce was
suomed, and it was the {first

vme General  Kilroy say the
gecttuction carried out on his

M IO B A

stcry pehind this
moture our photographer and
repurter visited Mrs. Nan Kil
rarv, wife of the late General,
at ner URo-storey residence—
c.cupving the same Site as the
orzinal Kilroy house desiroyed
by the Tans—overiooking New-
oy River. last week
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West Mayo Scenes

IN o3t
taired, motherly woman, recall-
ed with amazing clarity and
qu:iciness incidents, both ser-
‘o3 and humourous, during the
tme of the ‘““Troubles.” In
an ¢veringz whicnh seemed W
pass &0 quickly, Mrs, Kilroy re-
cantured scenes and activities
0! no'e in the West Mayo area
durzz the 1920's as if they only
tappened the other day.

MRS Kiroy's account of the
pumng of hes house and prop-
ey the “Tans” on May,
3.z, ran as follows:

*Ar apout 8§ o'clocx in the even-
g Mary, an employee, and
mrself. were attending to mat-
ters in  the house My two
sons. Peadar (13) and Paddy
(6. were in bed asleep. Al of
a sudden I heard a gunshot
znd [ weng over to the window
and looked towards the Bar-
racizz, + I thought that it was
prouably some Black and Tans
snootinz into the river ay ducks
o oelse a5 wWas a habit of
tnelrs, I saw a group of police
Yred up with rifles looking tor
r2rds the house, I somehow
Yrow that the house was going
ta a¢ attacked and I rushed in
and tonk my sons from thelr
be4 and told Mary to lie down
on the floor. Jusi then, withe
out warning, the bullets started
to 7. PGt and pans in the
kiichen clattered to the floor,

a7z zad delf were shattered
4 % ~d of blue light illuminat.
ed *-o place as each .303 bullet
tra inlp the partition at the
fron. Somenow or other we
craw’ad to the back room and
lav ¢ywn on the flat and cold
¢atin  amongs: the turf and
Lmoer Tae firing ‘sounded
izp the devil’ as it continued

o ~:3 out and pepper the
fode,

ALY sa‘d that she thcught we
woald pe killed, and although
1 2.-, {eared the worst, I told
rer tnat we would be all right
in crdoer o calm her.
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sittingroom this grey-

HE replied;

“rr was about 4 o'clock on the

MRS, KILROY talked about the

General Michael Kilroy during the Truce survey;
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alrs. Michael Kilroy In her home 'at Newport,

Rifle Butts On Door

“THRE attack contlnued until 10

o'clock when it suddenly stopp-
ed, Mary went out to a neigh-
bour's house to sce what it was
all about, but the occupants
were afraid to open the door

for fear of being shot. We all sitting on the windowsill, She
;'e‘.t very tired and couldn’t told him to go and warn Kii-
teep our eéyes open . . . it must roy of the Tans plan, The
have been the effect of the man told the waitress tha:
poade- in the bullets, I told Michael was just after going

Aary to stay awake for a while
to keep watch because I knew
tha: the Black and Tans would
come over and search the
house. We couldn't, however,
stzy awake, At about one in
the morning we were awakened
by the banging of rifle butts on
the front door- Mary went to
opzn it and she was faced by
the polce with fixed bayonets,
They came in and swarmed all
over the piace. An oil lamp
was lit by the Commanding
Officer and all the windows
were broken.

1 asked the officer what was the

metter, What was the reason
for the attack?

“What happened to
all our men who were killed by
the LR.A-? Clear out we are
gong to se* fire to the place)”

MRS, Kilroy: “But where are we

go'ng to go?”

OFFICER: “I don’'t care where

you go as long &as you get out
of here.”

“a little Black and Tan, who had

explained on several occasions
to residents of the area that he
had to join the Tans because he
was out of work and that his
sympathy lay more with the
Irish than his own side, told me
to ‘take up the kiddies and gel
away while the going is good’
He got a bedspread from tne

bedroom and wrapped it
around Paddy and Peadar w
keep them warm- On my way

to the door the bedspread fell
and he.picked it up and gave it
back to me, I will always re-
member nim. We went down
the road to John Kilroy's house
(brother of Michael Kilroy and
at the time imprisoned) bug it
had al!so been fired on. We
continued on to Derrylahan,
which was about a mile outside
the town. where we had rela-
tions. There beds were spread
out on the floor and we got
some sleep. e
evening of May 19th, before I
awakened. 1 had slept com-
pletely through the Kilmeena
raid {n which four IR.A.
soldlers were killed. On May
23rd Skirdagh was attacked by
the Tans.

General Michael Kilroy,

t  had just
| sald was. “Well, I will finish off

¢+ fore they =ct
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Vhen The Tans Shot Up And

Surned Michael Kilroy's House

of Tan brutality and an amazing escape from deathby Mrs. Nan Kilro Y

: ha _ 0.C., Western Command is re-
ne of the mest interesting photographic mementos of that
forced to leave their homestead '

_ s and families to the merc
t which featured in the fcllowi g

na story.

e Y
4
3

U ik

ng the remains of nis workship.
J. Leonard and Son- Bofecnaun, Ballina,
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The annual general meeling of
Tubbercurry Combhaire Ceanatar
was heid recently and mos; of
the local clubs in the area were
represented,

Deputy  Gallagher addressed
the well attended meeting.

Tne [follow:ng officers

W were
elected: Chairman  \Ir

Tom

Kelly; Vice-Chairman, Mr. paddy
Marren;

. . =< \Walsh, and Asst, Secretary, Mr
=~ = Tom Butler

Secretary, Mr., Paddy

Mr, Gallagher, addressing th=
gathering. spoke 2about the cu:r-

| rent economic and poittical situa-

in the same establishment, A
waltresses overheard a group of
Officers saying “Kilroy is at
home and we'll get him this
time.” She (the waltress) went
out In search of someone to
carry the waming to General
Kllror and the only one she
could see was an elderly man

into the breakfast room of the
hote] where she worked She
went back in and found General
Kilroy and t!d him what she
verneard, but all he

my soup, anyway.”

SHE remembers. humourously,
the time when a group of IL.LR.A.
Volunteers were gathered to-
gether one Sunday night be-

sary

out, Amongst
those present were Jack Con-
nolly, Jim JIoran, General Kil-
roy and Jimmyv Keane The
latter made the suggestion that
“it might ba better to lay-off
for a bit until the harvest was
in because [ heard that the
English are going to blockade
the countrv and starve us out.”

REPLIED Ceneral Kilroy amidst
laughter; “Who knows but the
nexy battle might be in Jimmy
Keane's back garden.”

The Battle Of
Skirdagh

AT the ime Genera! Kilroy
wasn't far out for the group,
had on!y lcft the house and
travelled about a mile up the
road when they met a Black:
and Tan patro! and the en

encounter is known to-

"Shadow
day and Yesterday.”

MRS, KILROY sajd that her hus-

MRS. KILROY took an

LIVING witah Mrs. Kilroy is her

suing
day as the "Battle of Skirdagh”
In the area.

pand, who died in 1962, would
have given anything to have
mat the late President Kenned?
when he visited this counry,
However, he died before the
then American President came |
to Ireland General Kilrov
heldl John Fiztgerald Kennedy
in great esteem and the Ameri-
can people for the supporg thev
gave the Irish Volunteers in the
struggle for Independence.
active
part in Cumann na mbBan dur-
ing the *““Troubles.”

son Peadar, who manages 1he
family workshop and forge and
who s a Lieutenant in the
F.C.A, his wife, Mary, and
their son, Paul, aged 34.

Saw Flames In Sky

“1 later learned that the reason

why the Tans destroyed our
house was because one of their
Military, a Sergeant Butler, was !
shot that evening (May 18th). °
and they thought that the shot -
had come from our house. The
house was completely destroyed
and all our belongings were
los, . . we were not allowed to
take anything away with us be-
for~ they set fire to it- DMy
hushand's workshop, which was
at tne back of the house was
alsp burned down. My hus-
band told me later thal he saw
the flames leap into the sky
from where he was hiding. At
that time tbe boys (referting
to the LR-A. Volunteers) al-
ways went away {rom: ho:pe
whea night fell because it was
too dangerous to stay around
the place”

——

many daring escapes her hus-
band had had from being
caughy by the enemy; the time
he passed the Black and Tans
on the ruad to Westport with-
out them recognising him. &l
thouznt they had been sent oub
to capture him. She recalled
with a smile the time her hus- |
band staved in a Westport
hotel
officers lald plans to “get him”

FATTENING PIG POWDERS
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BALLYCASTLE.

tions with particular reference to

the Second Economic Programme.
He emphasised the

importance,
Which the achicvement of the
figures as outlined in the pro-
gramme by the Taoiscach, meant
o the overall] economy of the
counliry.

In referring to the recommen-
dationg which emerced from the
recent  Employer-Labour Confer-
ence, the Deputy stressed thayp in
order to avoid any tendency to-
wards inflation, iy was very noeces-
that the national oulput
saould increase at least in pro-
portion to the increase in woges,
which will have to be absorbed
as a result of the ninth round

Tne Chalrman. Mr. Tom Kelly.
thanked the Deputy for his add-
ress,

AT Tom Butler proposed o
vote of sympathy to the members
and theit respective families who

had suffered hereavements during

the vear,

On th2 propositlon nf Mr. But-
ler, it was decided tha: regular
meetings of the Comhairle Ceann-
tar be held

Tane next meeting was fixed for
April.

DRAMA FESTIVAL

Entries from Navan.
Naas. Tuam, Charlestown, New-
port Westiport and Crossmoiina

Dramat.c Socielles have been re-
ceived for
Drama Festiva!
Thne Festival w:!l open on Sunday
night next and wil conciude on
22nd February.

this year's \Wes:ern
at Tuotsreurry.

Plays to be staged by the above

groups are "Honcy Spike,” "King

of Friday'e Alen” “Letier to o
General,” “Shadow and Sub
stance™ “'Rising of the Moon,”

in the Glen."” and "“To-

A feature of this vears Irish
festival will be the atiendance of

thres schoo! bands to play dur-
ing the intervals, The oands
a1l com- from Carrowmore
Nationai Schoo!, Tubbercurry
Convent N.S., and Mullaghiros
N.S The Carrowmore Schon!
band appearcd on Telelis Eir-
eann recently, .
GOLF CLUB

The following off.cers were
elected at the annual  general

meeting of the Tubbercurry Golf
Club held recently: Captamn, Dr.
J. Cullen. President, James Gall-
agher., T.D.; Secreta:v, Mr ‘I'om
Butler. and Treasurer., NMr. M, J.
Wwratter

+

BALLYGLASS CROSS-
COUNTRY EVENT

P. J. O'Rourge, (Eire Oz' won
the individual prize in the Conn-
acht novice cross-country cham-
pionship which was neld at
Ballyglass.

In all sevently-five runncrs
tecok part in the event, and the
team prize was won by Eire Og

i (Galway) with a total of seventy

five points. Klicom «Galway)
finisheq second with 853 points
with Mayo third with 95 poin's
In the individual section, the
runner-up was B. Feenew. (Derry-
donnel) and J. Riordan (Elre
Og) was third.
The first Mavo runner to fin'sh
was J. Ryan (Newport)y and he
was placed seventh in the indiv-
idual grade. Other AMayo
placings were J. Gullfoyle (11):
R. Choyne (16): S. Rellly (200 BE.
Nestor - (21): G. Lally (2% J.
Hanrock (28); N. Murphy (20
T. Clarke (32); T. Gihbons (341
T. Kenny ¢36): N. Kenny (38):
N. Taher (39) and J. Hanlav i0).
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SAND AND GRAVEL
‘m in a position to supply ~nd
deliver first quality

SAND & GRAVEL
from my pit in Ballycastle.

P. LANGAN,
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