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. ;- ;In connection’ with plans to. honour members ot - "
- :the West: Mayo -Brigade Old L.R:A. by .memorial . -
- . erosses:erected on the sites of noted engagements
- | in“the~Tan War,“we print:this-articie- by - ‘Rank
.-+ and Filer,’’ the pen name of a veteran of the era,
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. land’s case t0 the Peace Confer-

these stirring times. . L o
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which recalls some of the flavour and - humour “of.

"« . - e Lt _ RO

g .
Z !
i Wl
ARRLI |
S gl =N (THE MEMORIES OF A | ‘down to await the return of thelr -
| RANK AND FILER) o/C. : -

The night was calm. There was
no sound.to break the stillness,
except when the harsh note ot the
corncrake: seemed to interrupt the

- gentle. murmur of the river, or
the drone of some winged insect
sounded for 2 moment and faded
into 'the woods. The - world seem-

ed indeed to be at peace.

was appointed captain. ;. - . - Standing In the shadow of =
The Company's first confrenta. - huge boulder. a relic of the Stons

tlon with Crown forces occurred Age. for some obscure reason

in 1918. With two other companies known as ‘Pussahawn, Rock,” the
they formed a guard of honour Ilads chatted.in low tones; not of
for the three Irish-American dele. ambushes or the Republic,  but
gates, Messrs. Walshe, Ryan and 2about dances and lovers’ quarrels

Dunne, who were presenting Ire- .and all the fickle affairs of the

yYoung, which they vainly ‘believed
to be . their own secrets. It would
have amused tham to know that
they were terrorists to the British

Press. The fact that the roar of
a Crossley Tender and a burst of
gunfire from well-trained hands

Nearly every reader knows the
end of the above. quotation; but
the reader would: have in- mind.
another” =zort of company. “B”
Company of which I write, was -
formed as a unit of Westport Bat-
talion. West Mayo Brigade. Irish
Volunteers in 1917, John Kearns

ence in France. As Westport had
been declared a military area the
delegates were stopped at Knap-
pagh by a British armoured car.
A member of ‘Aughagower com-
pany carried an American flag, to

&
gt which & Tricolour was attached. might shatter their youthful
Ak When the Volunteers refused to dreams, did not worry them. They,
S INE ST get back, soldiers with fixed were scarcely aware of their part
LB bavoneis charged. As the men in a dream. that was to change
' fell back there was a sound of the course of history. -
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Br midnight the moon. like a

tearing cloth. A iall British sold-
great.red disc. nad risen above the

‘er had put his bayonet through

?‘ the Stars and Siripes. In.attach- rugged eastern ‘horizon. As con-
L3 L ing the Tricolour {0 the American versaiion laggéd. the boys grew
- flag the Volunteers had unknown- drowsy. Suddenly Sammon gave
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t that . two policemen one :-e,vt?m-l\!-' hillocks. Only the mocking notes i‘r:adve:-gently d:jc:}’e hj:f cows into Igritish. ;n tj)t‘s larea also washzo FORM OF NOTICE OF A COMPULSOR . :
F : duty arrived in-the disiricy €arl¥. of “the--frightened bird. protesiing the ambush position. After a con- be siage e last scene in that h h ) ] Y PURCHASE ORDER FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE HOUSING ACT. 15,
r.- i oné morning 10 see a barefooted- against unfamiliar sounds ip ite versation with the Batin. Comdt unequal conflict. J - ) : H - 1D A
:' man emerge from-.a cottage with. native -haunts, as:t soared away he was allowed to go };xome “':;‘h h.Wneln Comc:t. Michael Kilroy led T BE PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 4(8) OF .THE THIRD SCHEDULE TO THE SAID ACT
% a cleeve on his back. The fugitive :into the darkpess and safety, told his dangerpus secret. e was the is column of approximately fifiy ' \
: fied towards Croagh Pa}rick.bwith thie road-cutters that their code only person ouiside the Volunteers men inlo Owenwee, those events COMPULSORY ACQU‘S'T'ON OF - LAND
- the two men 'n hot pursuit, When. had "been solved by the instinct to know that the ambush was wer2 moving rapidly to a climax. : ¢
; the chase got t00 closa.,Riéhg:‘c;. ‘of . wildl ife. . o being prepared. The column, howf “'h?t (tihg British called “a syste- c tv Health D A , :
R whp was a noted sprinfer, jumpe After a hearty laugh at: their ever, left in response 10 an appeal matic drive of the rebels had be- county Healt istrict of Mayo (No. 2) C © Pur i : g
3 '.hc?,Owenwee ~river. When the own -discomfiture, the Volunteers from the South Ma}io (a'tomdt., bhe- gun.” hBritisg troops swarmed yo { ) Compulsory chase (Housing) Order, 1971.
E: wlice. to the deiriment of press- returned -to complete the work., fore the British arrived. and the everVwhere. 0 enzage such for- The County Council of the County May 1 N 1 ity"’) i erci i
1 :.','; ;c:..-,uwrs. and polished boois. but by this time the first sectinon local men reiurned to iheir homes. ces in combat would be suicidal them by Section 76 of the Housincz,z Atét 011'96%3.\:11éhtehrglgﬁﬁi:’?lrsr:éggrﬁd Eg ,asmh%uslong b an Drler caorrise of the powex_'s‘cqnfemc'ﬂa
f river: he j -back 1o hav ivad -the-bomus- gienal  wpe . in The column with the I X . s 0L g ledule thereto, have made an Ordér entitled as above. which is about ¥
i fyrded the river: he jumped 10 have received -the b2gus sigpai B" Company was fortunate in i1le local com submitted to the Minister for Local Government for confirmation. If confirmed, the O d ri i fr
3 azain. Finally. iwo badly winded had reached the point of no re& having a military instructor who Pany was lined up along-a moun- acquire compulsorily the lands described in the Schedule hereto for the p"ure’p'éses eof t%eexilotls}ilnﬂalhtg?mls‘&sthe nousing suthor®
oficers came up with our hero.- turn.- :',I‘n.es formed the party .by had served in the British Army. g‘&;l‘;:l_leam; wh'e:-? scattered furze A copy of the Order and the maps referred to in it may be seen at all reasonable hours at the offices of the Housing Authorits i
4 leisurely fill ng a long chalk pip€. moonlighi. that had alarmed the., Pat Gannon of Leeds had acquired hes gave only meagre cover. the Courthouse, Castlebar, County Mayvo. .
! B e e o e e . evaichiers at the Tock At the next a mass of Information that was in- JJINOUED the men seemed to be AIl the lands in the Schedule are situate in the C ‘Mavo and ace coloured red an g
K] ) y i v} z . Y . 3 - . I va ua e ‘0 e. . -y : - SS : ] ¥ a e e ‘l e L . » . . ’ . - On .
) St arai sed on :hcdheadh 8\7; h}é's guarded whispers about a voluh- he joined the Flving Column and ,Itie:ecli. there was no sign of panic. deposited maps. situate 1n the County of Mavo and are coloured red and the rights-of-way coloured biue oz 2
side. meA\ 'y wrapped i[atlhe \Week-  [{eer .party, that might bhave a® gerved - . Truce. Amon ocal wags mimicked the slow. T —— - - " ' —
2 ;v eE‘:-eer::'an.' was a parcel, whichb, , tempted éy moon. langding.‘ buet the . .:ﬁf;;iqmuﬁo}g :g: raxnuk of captging. measured tones of the colun\u\n No. on Map Quantity. description and ‘situation’ 0 - d ol
3 156 on bra~a opened. wasblfoﬁnd :? jokers were careful to be a safe ag well as Captain Kearns, were thmdt. ;c;‘si‘he!summed up the situ- déposifed o ofpland, and ‘situation wners or reputed owners. Lessees Occupitehrs (ex?:;:; ;:’}iubth:
SRR coata’n four sods of black turl. -distance from. the recalcitrant John.McLoughlin, Tom McLough- 3atlon. e leaders conferred to at the | | ut " MR S mont '
._;'._ ‘ . . _G i . -road’-c'thters.-.” ) _ . H%' nBohea..\‘r;v'ho administered ?h‘e ;i'ec:'dde ox;’ further action and re- oﬁicets of xl'espmsuted 2 month). :
R «RMS CONSIGN AT e lopb Ze . ke f Allegiance, and Dominick tred with the men to the ho € ) s
g .. DANGCE IN DEATH'S SHADOW ﬁ%‘ch:ﬂ, whose house was made Of William Kearns. Finally :3:2,3 tgeugn%“xfg‘zg ’
- ﬁi Thae ipi::esh.o: the cgnslzgl.i:.';'. o ' -t. '.ﬁ-'c' column - headquarters by Comdlt. Seg‘xliedupxo.dump tlk;eiz- arms and - —
2 B 3 moustache, which was the staius.’ ° [g ‘the meanfime- “B’ ompany Michael Kilroy. ~€s into small groups. that 46 1 rood, 25 perches of | d ri -way '
b5 :51 ."}':l’\bOl of 'p:.\l!cc at +he :.mlg," became mw‘e than ever a centre ~ . \\,‘Ol:lld form a 18558!‘ ta.‘-ge: 0 730 ft. Iongpand 10 ft. \\a.ir(l’de ?: th!;g?ot‘?'!ﬁlggé’ Thomas Ruane Nil Thomas Ruane !
Hig brialod a8 he produced his note- of activity. Let us-look in-on a THE LIGHTER SIDE their formidable enemy. untl more of Rathreedaun and D.E.D. of Kilgzarvin. i : 3
) gL book and began to :unco:}( the._:x;:ké- /séeme, that..has become part or , favourable conditions permitted « 63 1 rood, 37 perches of land and right-of-way | Reps. Catherine Doherty i 3
i = bottle which policemen carried -Ireland’s history. The year is 1921. Although these were dangerous Ie€sumption of hostilities. ~B” 480 _ft. long and 10 ft. wide in the townland ! Stephen Dohertv ™ . ] :
i R hooked to the'r tunics, in 12058 The scene is' -in the house of times, there was always a modi- Company would take care of :ihe of Pollatomish and D.E.D. of Knocknalower. | = Tonerty. Stephen Doherry- :
HE s pre-founiain  pen :dag's. ‘E-‘her: ~Thomas -Joyce, Qwe:}‘wee. As in. cum -of  humour to brighten the 2&Tms. and if the column was dec:- 64 1 rood, 17 perches of land in the fownland of ' Thomas Malonev \'; A{al .
1 B 58 Richard reminded him that cross- the house :of Yeats “Cathleen Ni: gcene. Once. when a column sen- ™mMated. share the arms with other Srahnaplaia and D.E.D. of Barrooskey i (otherwi - Nil Thomas 3Maloney 3
SE cauniry ruaning and carcying turf .Houlihan,”  there " is music and try was on duty with a local-man, COmpanies and resume the fght T 1 rood, 30 perches of ls i “towr | Michael Ging Nalowney) ' {otherwse Mallowass) o
i1 : . g and cz g tu: . 3 _ ‘ Nas . _ . T : ah " perches of lands in the townland of | Michael Ginnelly . 7 i i :
1§ in & cieeve. were crimes unkoown . laughter and the sound of dancing gz party ‘of men carrying Mauser later Claggan and D.E.D. of Glencastle | Patrick Gi - Nil Michael Ginnelly .
= to the law. he had second thoughts.. feet. Some of the dancers are iR rifles ' suddenly appeared within The question of guides now 112 1 rood, 19 perc'hc;s of land in the townland of | Re cJ e Ay
NE & The second reason-was that the the fleld-green uniform of the rifle shot, but out of talking dist- arose. Volunteer Austin Judge was Carrowcanada and D.E.D of Swinford. > R be. James }*Iea_r_v. Nil Bella Aeass ;
P! three policemen stationed in Mur- Irish Volunteers, but most of them ance. There was much waving Picked to pilot Comd:. Kilroy and 114 1 rood, 1 perch of land in thg tor' land of | Reps. ’I‘%hn 2 Morray rennan. i
el risk resigned as a protest against ' wear sports jackets and Tiding of arms and -shouting “halt” by Other leaders across the Sheafrev Banvgfass End D.ED. of Clogher ownisng o1 “p&w. omas \urrgy. Nil Mrs. William Bren -3
301 Conscription, leaving the British breeches. AIl have revolvers and the .gentry, and the party took Inountains near Leenane. The 158 1 rood. 6 perches of land’ inother't' land fi tgs‘. d'u‘?{n Brennan. . '
{9"!5 Evimom gkt pAiSto'lf ’tr"“"?ﬂed to their wrists. cover behind a low mound. The B8ulde was well chosen. There was Shanaghy and D.E.D. of Belmullet owpanc o { AR Dixon, ) N — Dixor. :
RN ormation. o . . .A pile of ritles. and runs leans. the sentry that N0 pass in that ru terraj d, hes i ’ ‘alst g
e " Quartermaster Tommie "~ Ketter- aginst -the “outshot”  bed. Dark- ??ﬁa?“ﬁo?s?r%%gmi forcr:z and With which young x:Iugd“zgeed \\'aes“z::: 168 414750?{1' 133 perghgg ?tf la'l:ld and rlght‘t.)f-lwa,\ ; ].1’:‘!ter “;a]sn (Pa;). Nil Peter Walsh (Pat. ]
O ick and Vol John McDonagh were haired Tom Ainsworth sits on the went 10 investigate. He reported familiar. Often had he roamed of Gle ed ghanF'ﬂl;t ‘ \nd eD‘% It)he topniand | Peter Walsh. . ' ~ ]
2 | soon 1t° arrive “"i‘trh tJa":‘ Bren- hIOb by the open fireplace: as ‘be back that it was “B” Company it's dizzy slopes to seek some iway- West necagh Highier an S OF Sdnan ' - - T : {
A eny’s lorry from Westport, carry- siogs: =~ - - 27 s .. Cu Capt.’ Kearns, on arms re- Ward mountain sh 7 no! ‘nla { ia ' E '
i3 ing the first coﬁsignmem ?f aém o ""Baig'g it - aloft on“the breeze, m?gi:xi dul:y, undx;r' ordersr of {he failed to return to f;:g f;l;gt ?l‘ie b lsrglz\o%n?lzl;xl;‘rgjc;foglg’}?ge:un the townland of ;\\H"s.’\?:x}tl?n Iﬁlly (T il s, Bnal:tdgx ! F{em.y(i'ﬂll"
$5 which were taken over by Coy.- .. _-.-boys, L Column- Comdt. The sent was Night he was to lead : : o ' . Miss Bri Milie om) Afr. Martin Mots :
ci}i Adjt. Peter Joyce and the"'lqc_a{,}_ 'I"hc- e Iwgtc_:_hwo:d - .the " grandest not-satisfied..He demahded’?,'n ex- outlaws, like the unnafncgm;gu?é :\\R‘SST%ndget Mills AMrs. Celia Lally : 3
i - . Ghgroatiel o TWe've koown, oo U . planation. -and personal apology Who had guided the footsteps of Mrs Mggi?s MGurpauhg Panv (John) Mrs. Bridget MU' (o)
R TR They were indaed a_ varied: as- ' : That-Labour. must rise from its “from the captain, failing which, he Red Hugh O’Donnell after his es- A s : ¥, Mr. Thomas Gaughan &
{ 17 : i‘r"'gef‘t' .t'jrherewwg;e M%usﬁqgng > "-‘-'Aﬁ-akn‘l’:?' b(t’g.s". b d " . " - ‘threatened to open fire on the ;?ape from Dublin Castle. centur- ;ﬂg {?'Prlt].it?g?opaoo AMrs. Mary. Mur}l)h.\' B
3o artinl rifles, Webley, Loit -and. . And.clalim the. broad- earth.as ty. T is message' Kearns les before. As Kilrov' 1. M. aMartin Moran - ' ' Donohoe N 5
: "* . Bulldog revolvers, Par.abell_um-'gnd it own". - .. G ' f::;h};d “&l'lt-]-:lhim'.to g§ to hetl-l.", lowed their youtiu;.gl} sgl:)i?]re‘yo{-%lr %}r Patrick Murphy . . gllg. :{?zlljxftlin Meran B
& “Peter the Painter” pistols, a’gas At the call of “who-is next,” &0 and proceeded on his way. The the trackless mountain that night At Michael Scanlon.” - - Mr. Patrick Murpby g
mask and an ancient c%ouble-bar- thletic figure in a -Sam Browd .lgcal man now protested that his they could see far below mem'uSe Q}rs. Mary Bar;‘ett _ Mr. Michael Scanlon. .
S P relled pistol. which might have belt springs to attention: term of duty was over and that crawling headlights of numerous Mr. Michael Barrett . ., . .Mrs. Maryv Barrett 3
AR ag;onged to Brtentnban o?d the Moolr. "Mys‘::ﬂteﬁ is t.as ‘bright as my another man should be sent to lorries and the dancing figures nf qu Pé‘:ilég‘etsgmlqn ' Ar. Michael B::\t'nl'lﬂt F
§ ol S5 S0 L 5 e olcer peopile eetheart's eye, deliv is unedifying reply. This enemy searchlig - " w4 od. : . § \ enry. im Scanlon. g 3
L began to doubt the wisdom of at- ., I'm happy.and gay and free, : w: ‘tfitc.)nt-m: ‘,*";‘ tl: ye\fsen?ry tak- ed thz siler(; lights. as they prob- 174 1 rood. 37 perches of land in the townland of | Reps. Patrick Geratv Ni . _Pl})(ehml. f E
g e d : | . . . : - s e an e e Yy, nt ravines. When Judge Knappabeg and D.E.D. of Knappabeg -Patrick ey ) Nl Farick Calve :
- FEGEE I tacking the Crown Forces with °  Why should I give & damn for jng the Mauser rifle from his re- returned home he found hi 7 1 - per Ha : -patriex Calvey. .. =
G such weapons, Tommy assured England’'s laws, : - : full of Briti 1S house 175 rood, 29 perches of land in the townland of , Patrick Moore : “ick : :
o4 : , : : lief, promptly proceeded to load 1tull o ritish soldiers. They had Carrow B ' Nil Patrick oors i
FOE sieh Sk 1 g e I'm anr ot _ lief, ly P y ha arrow Beg and D E.D. of Course. N : 5
i) of The Republic. With those g2y Comdt. Joo RInE 1o enteriaining ihe. Lol womke ro e brseny pe  Chatent onuih SurReCl, et o pon- . - - | Reps. arie Miteere. - B
1 . - - : rtaining the bullet stuck in the breech he chalent y i : ' i - j : : . ' . Aleor -
i words so lightly spoken, doubt the boys. .Jimmy Flaherty, the io-. b::;: gbed :;.!es :(;1 " 1:‘1 aerock. cblisr;- o ¥ sc;:x;:pdnghwzr;e aashbptlant 176 % rorlw)ds of land in the townland of Urlaur and Reps.. Mrs. Mary. Henrv Nil '%?pl:i\cllhrcf};:erl\' :
it vanished and courage grew, domitable Conngught Ranger' who  fully ignorant of. the fact that .¥nunger brother. John w{e g.sA .E.D. of Urlaur. . - R Michael Henry ™~ . , * f“lc Brideget HenrY. 3
8 B With the arming of the Colum=n,. turred’ their own . Lewis n ' d t in 2 o Tater 7 i pos. Bridget Heary, - » Ni S i :
54 . . ; SuUn  contact between the hammer and ed the column in 1922 served later 17 1 rood. 25 perches of:land in the tewnland of ! R iy n Nil B
5 .-}“3‘ ] &2; ;ggggzmige 12”;3”@? Sk :m;p ?;ﬁ, Crg:srgggg bi; eceh;:; cartridge would have blown the :\;gf? the American forces in the Clooncarha and D.E.D, of Kilmoveg . il \{iﬂs'ﬁl}gmﬂﬁﬁ?“.ﬁy““h“)“ soe Mrs. Mary Duff). M
A LES - =8 * » sings - rifle .to smithereens. .. . - *hilippines. : y - : T lamd i P PR " Yy, -0 4 Patrick Duff. : 4 :
Bl e At a e S oA Caanes akibbareen. e BB, han Db 8 Jag:n:«e Hle went down with 178 1 rood. 34 perches of land in the townland of | Peter Mave. (otherwise Me3) = Patrick D_uﬁ}_ therwise 9"_’; 23
2 M tion. to the. cutting-af Tt < Castlalar.. T Tommy * Heavey tain Kearns, anxious to gain time from the 1 prisen ship far away Bunnafollistran and D.E.D. of Shrule. ) .{ Edward Mave .. .- .. .. Nil Peter AMaxe 10 J B
%ﬁ ! l ' ol BLoUD o Tl Claughsas: his steel helmet,.the om gome impertant prOjec?t, got his for. 409 be loved ang fought ' - < |4nnie Maye l(o.tber'-&ise"mg'a')'_ Ed‘?gd&é{'age(omemmﬁ B
R R I % “OAD 0“:""“! R . conly ome .‘in the’ Celums, just .younger brother. James, to pump As the fighting men procesded - 178 1 d. 33 ch 12 : ' Anne Mave (Jynier).. - - - o - R
o | On 3 midsuinmer's alght is 1921~ The® air 16 Vibrant with 1auahter i Picyele;  Moments - later a to hreak up inte groups on that 7| Derrehick snd DED. of Pontong tounland of | Jobhn Murphy.. > 77 - 1T Njl't | Jehn Murphy :
X B : U 3 midsummser.g. A vel -iRe-Fir 1§ vibrant wilh l3ayghier " gharp-explosion seemed to shake sultr 's ni ) . ~ 3 p—— - o PR L U ~C R TR N P \ar Al Vooor LB
.%; .; .. tchaptaindKurné had 'orgers te e:dt t.ll:: %ai:ty. Yet, they dance in the house‘., He rushed to the door 1921.3;1-:53?“::;1 r;gg;cgaggls‘}’-x:}?:s 3 18 1 | éomgﬁgzaﬁrg’%sgf lt? an 1‘1n oy wniand of | William Conloa,’ - .;': RSN BN Nﬂ e 'Q‘{’ﬁﬁ;\l{:%ogg;ph‘ R
1L RIS he road at Knappagh = Armed shagdew of death. Gentle, re- to find his assistant crouching in and ' s of 1and in the townland: of | A A e ) T e R
R with' pikes_and crowbars. the cem: _Aned Jim McEvilly is soon {0'2ive a shallow trench. “It's the Tans- Some of the men meiacs parted. 182 | pAgod. 33 perches of landin the townland of | Mrs. Sarah:Moran, " . |" i o | e ‘Sarab.Moran.: -
ZEN pany met at"Braekleon wood” He: ' his life- for Ireland. as ' alse is he sghouted. “they're firing from part with their rifles eb_otath e 184 2 ropqacsibbon and and in the tewniang s ST ) PR TR Jon \a!r N
.4' -‘ toek’ with® him ‘the “main body.: laughing .light-hearted . Jobn Col- ' up there,” pointing to a low hil- reassured to know thev wer O b ines of land In the fownland of | Mrs. Mary MeQuaid, | | Wi Mes. ) -O'?n\'!cguaiﬂ QR
5338 Lieut. Michl Samuoion, with Vols.> lins. Paddy. Jordan and Thomas lock, but one look at his torn back good hands. Tommy = Ketieicr . Claggarnagh East and D.ED. of Islandeady.. 't - ... " 000 o= ) oS o s, Mary MEREEE = 5T
% 2 - James Kerrigan-and -EddteO'Mal: ‘©@'Donnell. In little more than 2 tvre convieted (he captain that the was anxires thaTmy etterick 1835 -2 roods, 32 perches of land in the townland of | Thomas Rogers . v .. 2} . '."'N?‘l - %} Johm Mpgn‘é,g R -
GRS les were sent back for more tools. . ear, comrades will .be divided in exniosion wes ot tng penat, (RS was anxious  that h;\ “.tg'rena_d? .o ‘Fughany and D.E.D. of Doocastle.s . "~ . | SR TP AR AN SRR A LR [ Thomas. Rogers: .
NG 1 and told to await orders.at a.culs  a tragic.war of brothers. bul these ~enome action Before he. could . nrower atta 1t 1sh.x e, was 186 . 3 roods of land in the townland of Glenturk . Mrs. Ellen MeManamon ..o N s ) . _ yjeManamel . R
B3 vert.! known -locally- as' Jehnings' - pages:of ‘the .book’ of - Fate . have anforce -discinline in the f t ged. and 1nat the weapon Beg and D.E D. of Glenamoy. . . | Department of*Lands -2 = |, clchan e Ars.’ Ellep .Mc- o]
"g;;‘ Bridge. which, it Was proposed in . ver to. ber written oid: .- pave :nw:%e dil::éflzinebr::’ tﬁ‘mgrmh od was kept well oiled As the little : , C . ' - (Forestry Dii*isioﬁiz SR iR : | .
, l _ destzoy Jlater. The. thrce"me_n'tlo'on dance'and sipg with'the carefres carsed-out a ‘:wateai; \\-ithdfa\\-:l' ﬁ:;ﬂ;lcnst;':ni;:!"e'(:de;nrg.'fferem direc- Pt A A _._] ]6'_1. : gt b i " R o lems -
. K : o L s iiie <o - bty iy by g SRt A LU A T 0 L ORAS =1 - v - nne, ne. e.e N . “te e 7% v nf - 15 . ‘a TR . P AT o . ° - :
‘*_2&59.".:,:0-&‘#'99?‘ m“'tled al_)a_ndq.? : f?f »»‘°‘.*J_’ - $o the dxrectmq of the spot from “I'm for ever blowing bubbles. ' ' . Tll . : JOBN"O DQNNE]‘L’AC“""‘-‘:-S"—‘bromf}3 Co
i . - o . X - - o ——y ';"",'"?'A\.‘.S:”J:.._._':\"H"{'f‘\"f""* ey ’

. joslle

an exclamation-“Look. can vou see
the man?” Clearly  silbouettied on
the hilltop against the risen moon.
there appeared : the figure of =2
man. and .another, and another.
until a dozen dark forms had
crossed the face of -the moon, The
bors watched fascinated, as the
ghostly party of ‘space-men.” wno
. seemed to be carrying .ritles at

ingly committed a  breach of
eliquette. 'but the-soldier who dis-
honoured the emblem was hardly
aware of -this.. The torn flag was
iater sent (o President Wilson,
buf there is no record of any pro-
test being made in the matter,

_AIOTHER SIDE

From among the memories that
the

party.. Cautiously-thevy made their

one -another down way up the old iBohea road to

The famous Active Service Unit of the West Mayo Brigade O!d" LR.A.morecommonly known as the “Flying columh."-which saw action in the West of Ireland from 1916 tb- 1921 and which is men

tioned" in this special commemorative article.

This tamous war of Independence picture was taken by Mr. J. Leonard of Lahardane and the plates buried for a number of years to avoid 10entincaugy

of the Column members who are as rollows: (left to right): Back row)—Michael Kilroy, T. Ketterick,  E. Moane, J. Gibbons, J. Walsh, P. J. Cannon, P, Lambert, J. Kelly, J. Doherty, B. Malone, y, gy

‘Jd. Ring. Middle Row—M.
J. Moran, J. Flaherty, B.

As the dancers returned to their
billets that night, they could see
the glare of very bright lights
brighten the sky over Westport.

quences. When the men set oul
to cut the road a: Carrowkennedy

Naughton, J. Hogan, J. Hearney, D. Sammon, J. Keane, J. Connolly, R. Joyce, P. McNamara, wW. Malone,

Cryan. In front—Q0r. J. A. Mauden.

which the mythical Black and
Tans were supposed to be firing.

UNPAID GENRERATIONS

of realities. looked askance at
Jocal boys assuming the dignity of

Pretty bubbles in the air,

Up in the sky, they fly so high.

Then like my dreams they fade
and die.”

great moving silver paiches, swept

well behaved. No one was tortur-
ed, but the atmosphere was tense,
Some of the arms were hidden al-
most in the path of the army. A

who were being guided by Volun-

teers Michl McGreal and Micnl.

My’ object” in recording these the t-ail, disappeared into’ the :
z memories of over ffty }'eg-:s ago darkness. ppe Half a’ dozen men had left the The last notes grew fainier and section of the soldiers, grazin :
3 {s t0-recreate the atmosphere of - Theéy were uneasy. as they knew gSance house to atiack the Crown To replace the R.I.C., who now [ainter and mingled with the night their horses in a hayfield. seemed . :
i the time for the benefit of a gene- that the Column had just left rorces at the Red Bridge. near never ventured into the area ex- echoes Aunother phase of Ire- to be looking straight at the spot e | ' ' :
3 ration of whom the period may Bohea towards which the phan- the Railway Station. and the Brit- cept as part of a raiding party., land’s long siruggle for freedom where most of the rebel guns were ) =
be an irksome lesson for a hist- tom party seemed io be heading. .53 Were sending up their call for or army guides. wearing khaki was pearing 'i's end. buried 'in a felt-covered coffin. | - - 3

ary book. and to dispel any idea What if they were the Black and reinforcements. uniforms, a force of Republican AN DBSTACLE RACE Nothing was found. despite the ' :

that ours was a generation of Tans. The boys were unarmed, . . police was formed under James On the -morning of July J3rd. fact that the boys of *“B"” Company i 971 /"7 v - K :

grim {freedom-fighters whoe had there was no way by which thev The next tac:;‘on of ‘tBl Com- Kearns (T). At first the older Jﬁl’?l.lihe ;‘foene had changed com- had only a few hours to carry out of boys and girls for 1971/°72 school year will take place on :

lost the gzift ot laughter. could intercept’or delay such a P3RY Was 1o nhave vilal codse- pegple, with thelr mature grasp pleiely. ng before dawn, the their work. :

beams of enemy searchlights. like A section of Newport Battalion, SATURDAY, the 8th- MAY, between 12 noon and 2 p.m. :

Front Row—Dan Gavin, T. Heavey. J. Duffy, J. McDonagh, p. Kelly,

T—
.
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Vocational Schocl, Ballyhaunis

NOTE—Students enrolling in the Secretarial Class must have

avenue of -time.. 1 choose the iwhere they knew the sentry posts [1€¥ were not aware that theX i1he Jaw., As one old lady put it. the countryside. Here and there ing: .
brigiites!, Decause'it was an'era of were.. There was ng s'ha:;')'gha!- were laving the groundwork for «ho ever heard :iell of a police- litile groups of local volunteers. Walshe. Prospec:, who still retain- gasrigd(;)n{ O‘:f OfCﬂ:_E followinz: (1) Group Cert.: (2) Inter
hope. andihe atiitude ofgdespond-  lege.. All was .silent as the.grave. 30D 'gpgagenlent_\\'h:czl “An 10'5',' man that didn't come out of the crouching for a lucid moment in ed their rifles, bad proposed to e " caving e. THE HEAD) _
ent-'self-criticism. reflected in.the 7 ' - e fach.”: the official -organ-of ihe {anpi” Soon, however. they be- the shadows, plared hide and seek fight it out in a last desperatie ' : ADMASIER.

ey * Volunteers. -described as “a bril- .35 to look with retpect on those with the death rays. and then stand, bu: were pe-suaded by . A S

plavs of Sear. O'Caser: had" mpot ' ““iMITATING NATURE -

As the guerilla -warfare in:the .tveached the.other” gullet.io be. de-
south escalated, efforts were being .stroyed; about. two miles nearer
miade to ‘armx< the. small body of -:i0 “Westport: . To. protect his:- men,

"Lvered two rifles to the Column,

but the action had not been plan-
ned-until later in the day, when

had reached "such a staile of per-
fection that ‘An tOgzlach” was abie
1o siate “We have reached a stage

siumbled on in the darkness with

obstacle race against {ime and gn
enemy whose powerful forces en-
circled them with an ever "nas-

itheir Comd:. * Josie Doherty, to

them before the raiders arrived.
They were able (o escape by boa:
1o Mulranny. - :

“CAst its blight Gpon™ Irigh dspiza- 777 T IS e liantly successful. action.” The jew unpaid guardians of the law. '
tene. , AR AR © Meanwhile . “B” Company ™ had merning of‘lhc“-ambush Captain By this time the organisation of (helr heavy burdens of lead acd hand over their guns to the local ol
Kearns and "Adji. Peter Joyce 'de- gohting units throughout Ireland sieel. They were running a weird men. who had still time to hide

- Neale, County Mavo.
RESIDENCE AND PLOTS OF LAND

fighting - men in. the. brigade area. Captain Kearns posfed a chain of : Aea . ' . _
;Itgwas,g,decideh taymhgi:gﬁg". cqm- ‘szxsrjbt;‘_on .,eit_’ieg?s'ide._’.\s;:bolice' the . Crown . forces came out :.ﬂ where we have developed a type rowing ring of steel. As dawn = In the period of anguish and FOR SALE

i pany. area.the' centré, of supplies. - whistles ‘might alert the enemy, it make the local people fill in the ¢ iraifed soldier equal o the broke, a shimmering forest of lan- divided lovalties that followed the c e _ _ 4 .

. 'The battalion: officers had two good ,was _ingeniously . decided that, at trench. ' ‘ _ best troops in the world.” Units ces arose out of the mists, as heavy signing of ‘the Treaty, the area (&) An attractive .de'tached' two-storey, - slated Dwellinzao
reasons for ~this ‘decision. ] ‘the_approach of danger,. the sent- Two -weeks before the fatal Kil- like “B" company constituted a cavalry units moved swiftly up ceased to be a centre of activity. situate in the centre of Neale, close to church, schools, post ofies
In the first:. place” the R.1.C. Ties were to give a low whistle of meena ambush, Comdt  Jo* pool of irdined men to replace the narrow toad. An observation The company remained loyal 0 - shopping,” with outoffices,: fuel sheds. vegetable garden and furty
were not familiar with the people - iwo notes, like the crv of a wild Ring's column was billeted in losses. if necessary. in the col- plane flew low over the thatched the old ideal. Capt. Kearns join- room for development. - - © = . L
of the area, which included Owen- bird. This .familiar sound passed Owenwee. An attack on British umn.” There was no compulsion. farm houses. il's occupanis scan- ed a fighiing ‘column. He was Accommodation: Kitchen, sittingroom, fully furnished, sculien,

' : ' ' ning the neighbourhood for any captured. spent a period of hunger vard, 4 bedrooms almost fully furnished, cement water tank

wee, Knappagh. Bohea and Les- quickly from man to man, would
: The summons to, the Dis-' .throw the: British off their guard.

forces was planned at Brackloon
bridge. 'The Vice-Comdt. Broddie

as all the men had volunteered for

active service. A few who had

suspicious movement., Gruff voices

strike and was released from Tin-

" (b) Plot of ground, area, 1 rood. 14 perches. close by (situ'

carney L A ! v : . ) : :

t=ict.Court. aptly called the Petly The men set o work promptly. Malone, beld one posiiion close 10 aged parents 1o take care of. wete ordered the people from their town Camp, The Curragh, in th2 ~also in Ballyshingadaun) suitable for building.

Sessions; which was the bane of with: pick- and - bar. Soon the the road, Joe Ring the other. exempled by the capiain. beds. general amnesty of 1923 : ~ (e¢) Anather plot, arex 2 roods. 20 perches (iitain 200 rarisl
They were herded together and Perhaps some historian of the situate on Neale-Cong road.

vural Ireland, was seldom -availed ' hard surface of the road was torn
way. At. that moment "a lonely

Venicles on the road would come
under:- fire from boih sections at

THE FATEFUL YEAR

questioned ‘in a futile effort tn

future. searching through the vel-

All held in fee simple, free of rent or anpuity. Rateable Vil

of. People settled their disputes h: ) ¢ .
on ithe hobs by the fireside. with- ~clrlew called plaintively- to iis the same’ it me. Capi. Kearns. irace the elusive army of the Re- lowed files of ancient papers. may tion: Building, £5-10-0: Land. 15/-. Property of the late Thocy
pout the assistance of learned couB-< rmate as ‘it-.rose over -the silent Capt. Tom DMcLoughlin, Lieut. J. 1921 was a fateful vear for Ire- public. A typical approach Wwas welcome this chronicle of even:s. Ward, N.T. - D ' )

] Gibbons, Adjt.. Peter. Joyce. with land. The West Mayo Active Ser- “"do you want ip get rich quick? which were 10 prove the most Offers will be received by the undersigned up to toe 2lst Jir

sel or officious policemen. moorland. There was the clink of

The only encouater with the  bars being dropped and the shuflfle
taw on record concerns one Ricb-. of feet in a quick rush. for.cover.
ard Walshe, unjustly suspected.of There was no glare of headlights,
making poteen. -‘The -story - goes. no gunfire raked the . surrounding

- .
I -, K
.- - -

~

Volunteers Austin Judge and Ed-
die O'Malley joined in the-ambush
party. There was a tense few mo-
ments when a boy from Knappagn

vice Unit had already made a
name for itself. As the arms. hid-
den by ‘B’ Company had spear-
headed the first ‘drive against the

I'll give you two thousand pounds
if you tell me where Joe Ring is.”
The troops were on the whole

decisive in Ireland’'s history since
the
1170.

Anglo-Norman invasion of

MAGUIRE & BRENNAN, Solicitars, Ballinrobe.
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