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MAYO NEWS, December 7, 1968

ouses Of Refuge” Remembered At

West Mayo Old LRA.

PECIAL tributes to the ‘ordinary’ people of the
rural areas who gave refuge to those ‘on the run’
during the Fight for Freedom, were paid by Brigadier
Ned Moane, Carrabawn, Westport (now residing in

Dublin),

former T.D. for West Mayo and by Mr.

Thomas- Heavey, Ballina (a member of the famous
West Mayo “Flying Column’) at the first Annual Din-
ner o fthe West Mayo Brigade Oid I.R..A in Hotel Clew
Bay, Westport, last Wednesday night.

Over 200 guests attended
the highly enjoyable funoction,
Capt. Broddie Malone, Castle-
bar, who presided, proposed
the toast to the Irish Re-
public.

When this was honoured
Mr. Paddy Duffy, who with
his brother John, played a
leading part in the fight for
freedom, proposed a toast to
all those who died for Ireland
angd said they should think of
" Major John Mac Bride, a
native of Westport Quay, who
. died for Ireland in 1916 be-
- fore a firing squad.
- My, Duffy, continuing,
" said he hoped that a memor-
ial to him and all the other
- Westport men, who gave
their lives for Ireland would
be erected in this year of the
centenary of Major John’s
- birth.

'ROLL OF HONOUR

' Mr, Duffy thep named the
' men who died for Ireland in
. West Mayo as follows: Tom
" Lyons, shot on “Bloody Sun-
'day’’; Jameg Duffy, Prospect,
~Jim Marley, Glenhest; Vol
O'Malley and Lally, Island-
~eady.

Five men Kkilled in Kil-
meena Ambush on 19th May,
1921, Captains James Mece-
Evilly, Castlebar; Paddy Jor-
dan, Kilmeena; Volunteers P.
Staunton, Kilmeena; O'Don-
nell, Newport and P. Collins,
Westport, an orphan aged 18
vears Jim Browne, Kilmeena,
killed in Skirdagh.

Mr, Duffy also mentioned
the following who were Killed
"in the two unfortunate years
of the Civil War: Tom Pren-
dergast of Louisburgh; The

“Three Joes"” of Westport. -

- Joe Ring, Joe Walsh and Joe-

Ruddy---and Vols. Woods; P.
Mulchrone, Brockagh and J.
Moran. {

“They were our comrades

- in the Tan War but we diff-
ered with them afterwards.
We, are glad to see all our
comrades united here again,”
declared Mr. Dufty,

Mr. Duffy went on to men-
tion men of the Column who
have since died. Died of
wounds: 8. Cannon,  J. Keane,
J. Swift, Others now dead.:
Tom Derrig of High St,,
Westport, wiho was a Minister
of an Irish Government for
20 years; Dr. John A. Madden,
M.O. to the Flying Column:
Paddy Cannon, John Bradley,

Ml. Gallagher, Kilmeena,
Jimmy Flaherty, John Dick
Gibbons, Willie and John

Malone of High St.,, West-
port; John, Paddy, Dick and

T. J. Gibbons; M. Staunton,
J. McDonagh, Martin Naugh-
ton, N. Hogan, J. Rushe, P.
O'Toole and M1, Coughlan.

- The Castlebar men: John
Tierney, James Hughes, J.

Cooney; Willlam McNulty,
Tiernaur, who died in Chi-
cago. .

The men of the Great West-
ern Railway Staff who hel-
ped: Joe Delamore, P, Daly,

Joe  Geraghty and Joe Gilli-

van.

Mr. Duffy asked that all
the.young men of the present
day strive to achieve the ideal
for which these men worked
for a free united Ireland. He
hoped the seed they had sown

“would blossom into an abund-

ant harvest.

Mr. Ned Moane, who was
received- with tremendous
applause, sald he wished to
gecond the proposal of Mr.
Duffy. He was glad they were
going to erect in Westport a
memorial to Major John Mac-
Bride, who long before 1916,
get a headline in forming the
Irish Brigade to fight against
England in the war between
South Africa and England.

MacBRIDE
MEMORIAL

Mr. Moane said he was glad
to héar that the young gen-
eration in Mayo had formed
a committee to have a mem-
orial erected to Major John
MacBride in his native town
of Westport.

He wished to pay a special
tribute to Mr. Owen Hughes
for the tremendous amount of
work he had done in travel-
ling to England and America
at his own expense collecting
funds from the Mayomen
there.

“The site of the memorial
will be on the top of James
Street and I hope no section
will lend their support to any
adverse comments against
this,” said Mr. Moane,

“yarious little under-
currents are gathering
against it. We have beeéen
too quiet long enough and
it is time we got Oon our
feet and asserted ourselves
and went ahead with the
plans for the monument.
Do not allow other people
to come and take over,” de-
clared Mr. Moane.

Mr. Moane asked the old
I.R.A. Association and their
supporters not to be swayed
by any whispering cam-
paignes in their effort to
erect a memorial to Major
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westnort -Old I.R.A. Committee members who
West Mayo Brigade Dinrer in Hotel Clew Bay,
right): Joseph O'Toole (Secretary), C
3R 1niz Hastings. Back row

O'Grady (Treasurer).
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John MacBride
Octagon.

AUTHORITY

“You are the people who
have the voice. The men
who died gave you author.
ity to go.ahead and make
sure that it is erected
where it is intended to ne’,
he declared,

Mr. Moane said he wished
to pay tribute to the ordinary
people of the country who
supported them during the

on

.fight for freedom and who

kept the men of the column
in their houses -

The ughting men had the:
proftection ot th iz arms but
those brave people had no de-
fence. The boys were never
spied on and no document
was ever captured in Brigade
Area. N

Mr. P J. Kelly (senior)
0.C. Louisburgh Coy., said he
was very pleased to be pres-
ent and he wished fo send
greetings to their absent
comrades.in other lands. He
hoped they would eome home
some day and settle down in
a free united Ireland.

GAVE REFUGE

Replying to the toast to
absent comrades Tonmy
Heavey, Ballina said the
people who deserved to be
remembered were the men
and women of the country
who sheltered the men of
the flying columns,

‘ How could the snmiall army
sustain itself but for the fact
that tired men and women
surrendered their beds to us
and it was something
phenomenal that children
went to school next day and
mixed with other children
without a word of the strang-
ers in their homes the night
before,” he said.

“While we are here at this
gathering of old ¢comrades let
us remember those people
who were all our comrades,”
he added.

Bringing the speeches to a
close Mr..Broddie Malone said
he was glad to see present
with them Brigadier Tom
Ruane, North Mayo Brigade;
John O'Dowd, former Court
Clerk: members of Mayo Co.
Council—Owen Hughes, Mtn.
Joe O'Toole and Denis Gal-
lagher; Westport Urban
Council members—MIl. Kelly,
Ml. Browne, Sean Staunton
and Leo Joyce.
~ He thanked Mr. Brian
Ruddy for allowing them to

use his hotel for meetings and

for the excellent meal pro-
vided that night,

He said the success of !

the dinner was due to the
work of the littlé commntt.ee
worked so hard to organise

it: Messrs. Paddy Dufty, !
Pakie O’Grady, Josie

O’Toole and Johnnie Hast-

ings.

Dancing followed to the
music of the Beat Minstrels
Showband, Louisburgh.

orc anised the First Annual
Westport. Front row (:2ft to
aptain Broddie Malone (Chairman),
Peter Cannon, Paddy Dufty & Patrick

Photo by McLoughlin’'s Studio.
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Dinner

ATTENDANCE

' The Old IR.A. men present
were: Westport —Dan Gavin,
John T. Walsh, Ned Sammon,
lPaddy Duffy, P. J. Kelly
((senior), Ned Moran, Martin
Geraghty, Pat Moore, Pat
Duffy, Prospect; John O'Mal-
ley, Ml Hastings, Ml Mec
‘Guire, Peter <Cannon, Ned
iKelly, Ed, O'Malley, Bofora;
John Gannon, Belclare; John

Grady, Cloona: Jonh Gibbons

i'and Tom Gannon, Owenwee;
Mtn. Berry, Lanmore; Leo
!McGuire, ‘Drummin; Pakie
10"Grady, Paddy Duffy, Cloon-
iskill: Joe O'Toole, John
iHas{lngs, Tom Gill and Dan
iSammon, Lecanvey; Jack
| Kelly, Clogher,

~ Members of Old Cumann
. Na mBan—Mrs. Julia Gil-
livan, Mrs. Jim Lyons, Mrs.

.John Malone, High St.; Mary

Anne Grady, Cloona and Mrs.
McGreal, The Fairgreen.

Newport—-Dom. Mulchrone,
Andrew Moran, James O'Mal-
ley, Knocknabola,

Louisburgh-—Tom Harney,

'Jim Harnpey, J. J. Philbin and
-Dan Sammon, Mtn. Q'Reilly.

Other Old I.LR.A. men pres-
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Erris Farmezrs Say “Bottle

ARMERS in Ell
| are complaining th
held by them in comm
midnight bottle parties

. The lands on the shores|of
Blacksod Bay, near Blackspd
are used freely by tourists
for parking caravans and
camps and for family .picni]'cs
during the summer,
" Now the farmers say the
visitors leave broken bottles
lying around after midnight
arties which is a danger to
their cattle grazing the sandy
land. ~ j
' As a result they have de-
cided to divide the ocom-
. monage with an equal
share to each farmer, w‘i\o
will fence it off from i?is
neighhour, j

But Belmullet Develop-
ment Association say ~L%t
any partitioning of the lands
would kill tourism in z:}'xe
area which is beside a very
popular beach and attracts
tourists from all over the
country. ‘ |

Said Dr. Tom Keily, Chair-
man of the Association:
division of the lands would
have an ‘adverse effect oOn
tourism, I agree the farmers
compensated |in

Failte might help out in thit
wmatter to. make sure e
rea is kept open for tour-

‘ists.’

- Parties Destroying Land”

t a few hundred acres of land
nage are being destroyed by
during the tourist season.

y, onﬂihe Mullet Peninsula of Errig

Commented Mr. John Lyn. i
skey. one of the farmers con.
cerned: “We always havej
been generous to caravaneers
and campers but this year's |
blackguardism by midnight |
bottle parties has unitéd all|
the tenants and made us take}
action in. our own interests. |
If anyone wants the land for §
development they can pur.
chase it from us.”

Now Belmullet Develop-
ment Association are to ask
Bord Failte to take some
action to ensure that the
“Sandybanks” will be avail-
able as usual for the visitors.

RO
CiviL DEFENCE ‘

Members of Civil Defence
will on Sunday next carry
out a house-to-house survey
in Ballyhaunis following the

~ re-issue of the booklet “Sur-

vival in a Nuclear War".
This is part of a programme
organised - by the Civil De-
fence Section of Mayo  Co.

- Council with a view towards

assessing the public's aware-
ness of their responsibilities
i the event of a Fall-Out
situation,
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..for the occasion that

For the homecoming or the anniversary or
for any occasion which says we
‘we're together. And for the drin
saying all these things for gener
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