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£400 MALICIOUS INJURY CLAIM AGAINST
MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL

— THOUSANDS OF TROOPS
POUR INTO WESTPORT
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Anthony
Lavelie

) FTER Carrowkennedy am-
push thousaunds of British
troo;s o cre poured into Westport
in an <ifort 1o capture the Column
whickh  had inflected such an
jenousinions defeat on them,
“Ihe olficers of the I.R.A. decid-
ed thar the best way to avoid cap-
ture was to split up into small
proups and get through the enemy
fines.

P. Keliv, 0O/C Louisburgh Bat-
talioni, and three Volunteers from
Loniziwirph and four or five men
from Newport clecided to go te the
Louishurgh area,

Thev were received and protect-
ed by the reliable Culleen people—
the Hynes's, Gavin's, ()'Malley’s,
Kelly's, Jovce's and Ryder's. They
liked especially to visit the latter
family. ©)lrl Thomas Ryder and his
wife and their neighbours, Thomas
Fergus and his sister (now Mrs. A,
Harney, Louisburgh), were excep-
tionally  hospitable and helpful.
After a good meal the Volunteers
went to bed and were looking for-
ward to a much needed rest, when
they were aroused by a  voluntecer
named Oavan, from Lecanvey, who
informed them that thousands of
troops, Tans, ete., had gone from
Westpo-t to Louishurgh. The men
left the house immediately and
went up on the crest of a hill where
they conld nbserve the enemy move-
ment and where good cover was
available in the deep ravines cut by
the torrents flowing down Croazh
Patrick. An aeroplane, which was
on a scouting mission, came right
over them and flew low along the
ravine, as if it spotted something.
This was an anxious moment for all
but Inickily the plane continued its
flicht.

There was a Land Commission
ganzer there, named Pat Maguire,
warking on Glan farm. They asked
him t» send some of the his workers
up the mountain as if they were
looking for sheep. They reported
on . mnvements of the enemy.

+OUISBURGH MEN
ARRESTED

i, ATER one man who had gone
into Louisburgh informed
them that Andy Harney, and his
brothers john P. and Larry, were
arrested at dawn, when they were
sleepinge in an unoccupied house in
Lezan farm. A large number of
vounz men were rounded up that
day wound Louisburgh.
The military had a camp at Old

3(‘:“3 The column men then de-
Cies i iataf they could get into the
Aria it ad been combed they

*

would be safe, so when night fell
they made straight in  that  dirce-
tion. It was difficult as the search-
lights from a gun-boat in Clew Bay
were being thrown over the land at
intervals of every ten minutes.
The= got as far as T'ooreen and call-
ed to see the Harney family, who
were miuch put out after the events
of the day. They decided not to
stay as the enemy might return.
They called on Dr. O'Crady, a
friend of theirs across the road, who
was not suspected and had a good
rest during the following day lis-
tening to cnemy lorries passing
outside.

Martin O’Reilly, I.O., in Louis-
bt.xrgh, suggested that they go to
his father’s house, at the end of
Chapel Strect, which had been raid-
ed. The way was scouted by Kath-
leen O'Reilly (now Mr, P, Kelly)
and Miss Julia Harney (Mrs, Con
Ryan) both members of Cumann na
mBan,

They were welcomed by Simon

O'Reilly and his wife and rested
there for some time.

THE TRUCE

A FEW days later all the men
on the run learned of the
Truce between England and the
Irisp leaders and they returned to
their homes. \When they appeared
on the streets they were welcomed
by many friends,
They little knew that in less than
a year their arins would be turned
against one another, in a dreadful
Civil War, But that is another
story.

TRIBUTE TO WOMEN

‘THE real soldiers of the whole
campaign were the women,
who cooked, washed, darned and
fed the members of the column.
They often give beds to the tired
men on the run and in many cases
were better soldiers than their hus-
bands and sons and did more to en-
courage the I.R.A. to continue in
what looked like a forlorn hope.
It would be unfair to mention some
and leave out others so we can only
pay tribute to them all.

DESTRUCTION IN WESPORT

r J_‘HERE were a large number of

incidents during the fight

for Freedom that are well worth a
mention,

One of them was the nighkt the
Tans burned a house in Westport,
wrecked shops and beat up relatives
of Column men.

It happened two nights after one
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JEST MAYO'S FIGHTING STORY

policeman was killed and three
wounded in the Drummin area.

T'he Tans and Police created a
reign of terror in \Westport for 3
hours, They went around drunk,
wrecked the contents of shops, used
heavy bombs on buildings and re-
moved all furniture to the middle of
the street and burned it, They
threatened I'. Ketterick’'s parents,
with revolvers, burned their fur-
niture and bullied the women in
Broddy Malone’s house and told
them what would happen to the
men of the column when they
found them.

The Tans harnessed Ned Hoban
and Malone’s father to a sidecar
and rode around the town whipping
the clderly men in order to make
them go faster. They made them
go faster, They made them eat raw
salt ling and hammered them with
revolver butts, \While they were
pulling men out of their beds Mal-
one escaped. They went to Malone’s
house looking for him and threat-
ened to shoot his daughter when
she told them she did not know
where her father had gone.

They then got a man named
Reilly and put hitn under the car in
place of Malone. Reilly was made
to paint the fountain in the Fair-
green red white and blue. They
wrecked the home of Charles
Hughes, at the corner of High St.,
Hughes, at the corner of High
Street and Shop Street, and flung a
piano out of the top window.

Questions were asked about the
destruction of Westport in  the
British Parliament and the Attor-
ney (General in reply stated : *‘The
house of one person and the con-
tents of others were systematically
destroyed by members of the Crown
forces, acting under orders {rom
their superior officers. The persons
whose property was destroyed were
known to the police to be actually
engaged in the rebel conspiracy,
The decision to destroy property
was taken by the responsible police
officer on the spot, acting on his
own discretion. | am satisfied that
the officer concerned acted accord-
ing to the best of his judament, be-
lieving that immediate action of a
drastic character was called for. if
future outrages were to be avert.
ed.”

This strange reply came after
six months of continuous question-
ing in the Commons as members
tried to make Covernment repre-
sentatives state that their troops or
police had been responsible for re-
prisals,

The same thing happened in al-
most cvery town in Ireland as
drunken Tans were let loose on the
people,

TANS AND POLICE
CREATE DESTRUCTION

This is the story, accord-
ing to the facts mow avauil.
able, of the fight for fre¢s-
dom in West Mayo, by the
famous and [fearless Weat
Mayo Brigade LLR.A. led by
the late Brigadier Michac)
Kilroy, of Newport, whose
death in December, 1002,
deprived writers of a valu.
able source of information
on the crploits of  Michael
and his group ol daring fight.
ers, Many still remain to tell
the story and this paper has
the honour to give It to [s
rcaders as told to statl re.
porters by men who fought
side by .side with Michacel
Kilroy in his campaign
ngainst the forces of accupas
tion,

SVAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA,
The tamous armoured car, "Oallina,
lee,”” which was welf known o bhein
sldes in Norlh Mayp ang 3Sigo Our-
ing the Clvil War,
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LOUISBURGH FAIR DAY
RIOT

A CORRESPONDENT  has

sent me in an account of

an attack by police on a Voluntecr

Parade in Louisburgh on the 9th l
December, 1918,

It was the fair before Christmas
and the town was packed with
people. As it was also the week be-
fore the General Election and the
officers of the Voluntcers headed
by a band were to parade through
the streets to a meeting addressed
by Tom Derri; and Joe McBride.

R.I.C. from Westport and other
places were drafted in to [lonuis-
burgh to stop the meeting. Fifty to
sixty police armed with carabines,
under a District Inspector named
Hanlon,

The parade was in charge of A.
McDonald and ‘I'. Harney and in
the front rank were several wanted
men whotn the police had failed to
capture.

As the parade advanced the D.I.
ordered the police to intercept the
parade and arrest the men in front,
Sergeant Higpins, who was in
charge of Louisburgh Barracks,
was the first man to put his hand on
McDonald's shoulder and as he did
so he was struck with a stout stave
(which had a little tricolour attach-
ed) and felled to the gronnd. e
was almost trampled to death in the
melee that followed, as the parade
broke up with the excitement, Mc-
Donald made off through the crowd
but weakened by illness he was un-
able to escape from ten armed
police who followed.

It took 30 police to clear a4 way
through the crowd and to the Bar-
racks as vollivs of sticks and stones
rained doun on the heads of the
police. A few mmebers of the
R.I.C. were medically treated and
the Sergeant was brought to the
barrack in a pool of hlnod.

Tom Derrig addressed the meet-
ing but after a sentence or two the
police came near the platform, fir-
ing off their guns to stampede the
people who remained steadfast.

Tom Derrig  assitred them  with
perfect calmness that the shots they
had heard were anly a preclude to
what would resound throughout
the length an breadth of the land
in a few months.

A, McDon Jld received a sentence
of 12 monthe in Calway Jail. Tom
Harney escaped to the Captital and
thonse two men later nlayed an hon
onrable part in the later War of
Independenc—heing attached to 2
unit of the Dublin Brigade.
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(To be continued).

Department’s Letter On Well-Boring

Irks Cou-xcillor

=

well first Get the water nd’
organise the gioup scheme the
I think this 18 a very wrong
approacls by the Minister,” &ir

tiEhis looks Siewrps gl 7 ©vien addd -

group scheme without boring al

IRISH }
Brznch Sw

Acti
Ballir
D

Judge J.
Circuit  Cou
n:ssed an
damages br
Rgan, a 63
lusse:k, [
Wit Jar
cun anc g
Buihina ¢
ﬂnll'g"d 0
abl Lhe rea
premises on

lhe acti
nllegea inc
dant’s yurc
he was a
talter (21
asu.Stant. 4
tured Iog

Fhe ev ae
heard oy tl
ruary sesso
{t for subm

When the
Thursdav,
B.L. nsr
Gilvarry s¢
sii:d f the
dant was
injury he
natuaral ane
ces (o that

Mr. J. L
by Mr P
the delenc
once It we
hnd peen |
V.0Us occus
l‘censed
Inclhined to
he had dr
should ho!d

commitieg
Thae 1114



