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TROOPS PURSUE LR.A.

OVER HALF MAYO
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WEST MAYOQ'S

As told to—

Anthony
Lavelle

]'.I.-\\"I.\'G sent messengers to
Westport to get doctors

and priests for the encmy wounded
thie men of the column, hungry and
tired, and loaded down with arms,
marched back to Clady where they
cnjoyed a hearty meal. That night
they were on the move again 1 or-
der to put as much distance uss pos-
sible between themselves and the
enemy. ‘They moved West throngh
the villages of Derrylierbert and

l.ecanvey. From there they conld
<ce the first enemy aireraft from
Castlebar scarching around Carra-

kennedy for them. It was only when
the area was searched from the air
that help was sent to the wonndud.

‘I'he next dayv the unit arrived in
the Durless and Culleen arcas. Dat
Joyce of Durless gave the flving
column a hearty welcome, and to
celebrate the victory, killed two
sheep. The men of the column were
made welcome in  Red Patrick
Javee's and Black Patrick Jovce's
of Durless: Fd. Kelly’s, do., Brian
Scahill's and Tom Tergus's Cul-

leen.

Captain ‘I', Fergus and A. Har-
neyv took charge of outposts. Thev
sent local men up the mountains
supposed io be looking for sheep
but instead kept a look-out for the
enemy.

While the ceolumn was safely
passing the time in  the West the
British forces carried out a .thor-
ough scarch of the Tourmakeady
area. Peter ¢)'Malley of Clady, who
spoke with 2 pronounced English
accent,, having informed the Brit-
ish that the T.R.A. had gone that
way, th officers praised him for

his help. '

S
SCOUTS REPORTED
TROCP MOVEMENTS

’1‘1-115 troops then turped their

) attention to the Waest
and when they got on the track of
the colummn they 1elentlessly follow-
ed them for a month over half Mayo
but always a day behind.

I'he column spent a few days in
Cregganbaun and Aillmore villages
near Louisburgl. All the time local
volunteers and members of Cumann
na mBan kept alert for any sign of
the enemy. As this arca was bound-
ed by the sea it was unsafe to re-
main long as the unit conld be sur-
rounded. It was decided to move on
again to Delphi and Glenamurray

the Newport arca. Although they
suifered beatings and were tortured

the wonderful people refused to
disclose the whercabouts of the col-
Hmn,

FAMOUS PICTURE TAKEN

VI'I'H the enemy close be-
hind the weary men of the
Unit arrived at Derrymartin i the
Joughadoon area. It was here that
the Jate ). 1. Leomard took the fam-
ous . photograph  of the column,
which included practically all the
men then on active service, except
some who were on sentry  duty.
‘T'hese mmcluded Paddy Duffy Joce
Baker and John Berry., From there
the men moved to the other side of
Addergoole Parish, ‘T'he place is
steeped in history. In 1798 the
victorious l'ranco-lrish Army
marched through here to captuoie
Castlebar. The loyal people made
them as welcome as the ILR.A. and
sent them by the Barna Gaotha or
Windy Gay to surprise the Red
Coats who were watching the Fox-
ford road. Fr. Conroy, Parish
Pricst of this place was hanged on
The Green i Castlebar, because
he was friendly to the French of-
ficers.  Following the steps of
General Humbert and his army
the Column men went through
Laragan, Gort and rested in Crim-
lin village.

~Captain Staunton of the Crim-
lin Company billeted the men in the
houses around, while he and bhis
men kept watch,

VILLAGES RAIDED
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VWV HILE sleeping in  the vill-
ages of Ciort and l.ara-

gan, scouls reported that the will-
ages were Dbeing surrounded by
large forces of military, It was % in
the morning and the men had only
time to get out and take up  defen-
sive positions, All the men were
called except Paddy Dufiy and
Richard Joyce who slept in Row-
lands through all the excitement.
There were 25 houses 1n the villages
and 24 of themn were raided. When
darkness fell the [.R.A. slipped
through the encmy lines, From
there the column men went to
Shunnagh in the Parke arca where
a large amount of poteen was made.
‘T'he Parke Company was respon-
sible for security. The next stop was
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fslt, winving ac tonlagee on the
Znd July, amonth after the Cana-
Kennedy Ambusl.,

While there Tom  Ludden  of
Curvey, brought word trom Luke
Sheridan, 1.0, Castlebar,  that
large torees of British woups were
closing in on them, These troups
had encamped at Killawalla, This
made the men move to Lanmore, It
was now getting ke a gume of
chiess with Mayo as the board, for
sooil after arriving  at Lanmore,
Tom Ludden came with the word
that another enemy camyp had been
set up oon the Ballinrobe road at
Cooloughra Bridae,  Cm the move
aain the Column set out to  gct
back to Owenuwee, Westport, stop-
ping  at Crickahinny and  Trian-
luir on the way.  All that Sunday
news kept arriving of military pour-
g into Westport, That evening the
military sct up a camp at  Brack-
loon Bridge, u mile from where the
Column was resting.

COLUMN SPLITS UP

[ was relizbly reported that at

this titne  the British had

five thonsand troops in Mayo and

that most of them were in the Brit-
1sh arca.

Michael Kilroy held a conference
and explained that the 50 men in
the Unit could not move ubout
without bLeing discovered and that
they could not fight 5,000 picked
troops. It was better to split up 1nto
group of from 2 to 6 men and try to

- mfiltrate through the encmy lines,

amd. if possible, to avoid capture.
Lach group then moved off by it-
self, and had amazing e¢scapes from
the British as they  dodged them
from village to village.
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FIVE THOUSAND SEARCH'
FOR FIFTY

STORY

This is the story, accord.
ing to the [facts now avail.’
able, of the fight " for free-
dom in West Mayo, by the
famous and -learless Yest
Mayo Brigade LLR.A. led by
the lat¢  Brigadier , Micbael
Kilroy, of Newport, whose -
death in  December, 1932,
deprived writers of a. valu.
able sonrce of information
ot the erploits of  Michacl
and his group of daring fight-
ers, Many stilf remain to tell
the story and this paper has
the honour to give it to its
readers as  told to stalfl. re. |
norters by men whe fought
side by .<ide with  Michael
Kilroy in  bis.- campaign
atainst the forces of accupa-
tion, .

ANDAPAPA
Another scclion. of the Yest

Viiys pgade  assembivd in

the Demesae Westoorl
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hundreds of soldwrs, The stx men
started 1o creep away and 2. Duffy
heeatte cut oft fram the rest, when

sis lorries of troops  passed  along
the road between  them, the last

lorry coming to @ halt,

FAMILY IN BARN

)Ul'l"\' made s way to Kil-
more to visit Pat Cox and
found him slecpsg on hay  in .a
barn with his nine small children,
his house having been bhuriied sothe
timz before by thie British Forces.

I'he Air Forcee was very aclive,
plates flying  loan,  observing  all
movements on  the ground, The
military started o scarch Kilmore
and Duffy had to move. to Derry-
herbert. Close te Derryherbert he
noticed military scarching the vill-
age. He took cover in some whins
and slept for some time,

On awaking lie went to Flynu’s
of Derryurla, where hie had  somne-
thing to eat. Mrs, Flynn told him
to go to bed and her husband said
e would keep good wateh, Flynn
said that there was no  danger. m -
such an out of the way place. Fif-
teen minutes later Dutfy was called
as a strong  c¢nemy force was ad-
vancing across the bog from lLack-
deirg. He had to escape through a
window and bide in the garden.
I'he search over, lie went on to
IHoban's of Irriff, where he again
met Joe Baker and the five other
men, who had come by ‘Tanyard
via Mark McDouncll's to Erriff.

From there they
to Kearins' of Derrinkee, and were
about to sit down to dinner, when
about 25 horse  soldiers  came
around by Tunucey’s of Derryeroff,
and procced in the direction of Der-
rinke. However, before reaching
there they turned back, as the road

WESTPORT UNIT’S
ADVENTURES

was made up of Joe

Baker, Wil Malone,
Joe  Wualsh, Dan Gavin,  ‘Fom
ileavey and P, Duify. The adven-
tures of this party are well worth
recording., After leaving the others
thev made their way  to Drommin.,
Thev decided that McGovern's in
the Driummin bogs was the safest
pdace on the carth and arrived at
about 1 a.m.
Tater the Jdatter of

(N paty

horses' hooves

Dully,
Team Farrell,
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urganised by Muinur
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vacmng fina'e L0 [ mMOSL sucress-

About 20 minutes

was impassable,

That night the  group tricd to
cross the Slicvianagh  mountains
but found ihe plive  covered  with
scddicrs who wore shooting  off
Verey lights  every  few  minutes.
I'he men had to tirn back and go
on to Shaheens, armving  at Cus-
ack’s before damwn where they  got
rost.

The planes wery ont again carly
that morming bt did ot spot the
men who lay i some whins by the
Shrabeen river ared slept  all day,
They took off their socks and hung
them out to dry and the  Shraheen
cows made i good meal of them,

' €53 1o 52

and flinal

. while Crossmolina
ot brat Burrishoole by 58 to 52 '

and  through the Lrriff valley, at Carracastle ,ncar Bohola, where were heard, and the six men eseap- The men spent the next day at
throngh Aughagower, Killawalla a dance was arganised for the col- ed over the garden wall, A few O'Donnell’s  of Avle, and then
and on to Derryloughran north-east  umn by the boys and girls of the  minutes Jater 25 cavalry men sur- moved on to John Moran's of Deet-
of Newport. area, rotunded the house. park on  Thursday  morning, bt |
_ _ . they only saw a fow Jorries full of
All the way scouts reported on the The Column then passed through Fhe panty proceeded to Letter. soldiers ﬂying areind  and  had g
movement of British troops $o Kiltimagh and were billeted in the maglinskin, and were followed for very quict dayv,  That night they |
that the column could keep a jump village.. of Prizon and Tawnagh, some distance by the soldiers, who had to wet soacks from Tom  Lad-
alhicad of them. I'he British who did near Balla, where they were again saw then tracks m the dew on the oy who was thelr storekeeper.
not know they way and were sent made welcome. \While resting there LTass, From Lettermaglinskin, ' '
astray bv friendly people, got lost word come that the British were on Baker took his men on to Sheaffry On  Friday  mornipg  military
manv times. Somectimes the Col-  the way and the Column had to go  Hills helund  Drimmmin and as  y5ved along the Curvey road from
umn men were led at night on the move again. Moving on to- dawn broke the men  were asleep 411 the camps towards Castlebar for
through the British lines. When wards Aughagower they spent near McPherson's. A fire was no- hours and they were thankful  the
in Coolabinna at the foot of nights in the following villages: ticed in the nearby garden and P, pressure was bheing lifted.
Neiphinmoere they got word that  Cloonsunnagh, ncar Lirrew Monas- Duffv. went to investigate. He
large enemy forces had surrounded tery; Bawnogues, Buncam and Dev- found that there was a camp  of (Fo be continued)
' . . 1o ful competit:on. ‘ The wmnmrs were s nte.
To Select Under 21 1¢d o select the Mayo under 21 | Mulnt“thu'ﬁhen il ":,cm"'.mms.. Swinford - witn four prize tonds ‘:'r;" n“:‘j
'team to take part in the Conn- uiz heat Kiitimagh by a single mark runnersass with Iree koxlo:d

rugs.

Lt In th final Swinford then want !  I'h+ fellowlng were the mem
Mhuieh'o ©0 to beat Crossmolina and thus ters of the winning Swintorn
the Deeame the first winners of what teami-- Enda  Marren,  M’'ss*s

produced an Wil U Is hoped. be an annual Pegqy McAvidde and  Kethleen

compet:tion,

lH:mlcy and Mrs. M. Gray,

went o again ’
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