ATTACKS ON
ENEMY
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HIS is the story, accord-
wy the tacts now
wvatlable, of the nght
jor  treedom an West

y the tamous and lear-

West Mayv Brigade L.R.A,

o oy thr late Brigadier
;‘!?cl'-‘f' Kilroy, of Newport,

Shuse death (n December, 1962,

deprived wriiers ol.a valuabir

qure  Of mtormation on the
explotts ol .‘\hch.ael and bis
coup ol danng tighters.. Many
qill rematn 1€ tell the story and
ghis DANC has the honour to
cne f0 1S readers as told to

Jqafl reporiers by ‘mcn ) who

pourght ads by side w.llh Mld:nael

Rilpos 0 his campaign agarnst

jhe forces ol occupation.

Mayv, P

’J"Hli West Mave TFlviag
Column, which was

won srined and ready  for  action,
decidud 1o zive the enemy, now con-
comtrateit in fortified barracks in
e Lirzer towns mno rest. | “he
oiiee. Tons and  soldiers patro”led
e <trects heavily armed. They or-
derurdl neaceful citizens to move on
and heat them up if they were not
auick i1 complying with the order,
which was usually accompanied by

fonl Janigimae,

The members  of  the
R.I.C. were performing  police du-
tics and the Sinn Fein Courts and
the =irn Fein police had to enforce
law and order. For the most part
the peaple obeyed the Irish Courts.
The Volunteers - investigated lar-
cenies ana assaults and brought the
oifenders to trial. If the courts imn-
posed u sentence of imprisonment
they had no prisons in  which to
keep the prisoners. They found a
way out of the difficulty by mak-
ina the prisoncrs put in their time
workine for farmers in remote
arcas They were afraid to escape
as thev would be picked up by the
local volunteers. The Louisburgh
Voluntecrs investigated the lar-
cenv of furniture from Kylemore

Abbey,

| The Red Bridge Fight

'l‘llli men of the column
decided to make it
hot for the police, and stop them
beating up defenceless people. Pat-
rols of 1.R.:\. were sent ihto \West-
port to teach the Tans a liesson. As
soon as these ““heroes’ Ikeard the
“boys” were in town they were
airaid to face them and went 1to
local houses until morning.

A patrol of three IL.R.A.
men—Broddie Malone, Joe Baker
and Tom Ketterick, entered West-
port to attend a danoe held in
Cloonskill, for the purpose of pro-
viding funds for the A.S.U. They
heard that a patrol of 18 R.I.C.
were seen in Altamount Street, The
LR.A. men zot on to the bridge
carrving the Achill railway over
the street. From this position they
bombed the  patrol, using  hand-
srenades. Fourteen  police  were
were wounded in this attack. The
LE.A, then returned to the dance
hefore midnight., ‘I'he action lasted
from ten to tyenty minutes. The
three mien spent the remainder of
the night at Davy Gibbons's of
| Sandvhiil, a half mile from West-
port.

The town was again scout-

ol on the Sunday nizht afterwards
v Thadeus Walsh, Ted Morrison,
I.]J. Gzvin and B. Cryan. T. Walsh
shserved an enemy patrel moving
'nwards the station and ran to the
1 three men on Monument  Hill.
v inmmediately ran to the Red
Bridse and waited until part of the
Fatral had passed uader the bridge.
Hive 2licn bombed them from both
siics. The bombed patrol extended
“vir 10 vards from the first to the
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. On another occasion three
umis — Castlebar, Westport and
Newport were mobilised at Cuevov,
:-\ughngowcr and at night moved
ito \Westport in hopes of mecting
the enemy. The 1.R.A. penetrated
the town to the Octagon, Lower
Iigh Strect, T'he Fairgreen and
Castlebar Street. No enemy appear-

cd on the streets of Westport that
nmight.

Waited In Ambush

()-.\' the 18th May, 1921,

Ml. Kilroy took the

Brigade to Ballinacorriga, Clogher

area, between Westport and New-

port. They waited in ambush posi-

tions but no enemy patrols appear-

ed. The O/C then decided to send

men in to attack the enemy in West-

port and Newport, and thus draw
them out on the roads.

The Westport patrol was

in charge of Broddie Malone and -

was comprised of Paddy and John-
nie Duffy of Cloonskill; Joe Baker,
Jimmie Flaherty, Paddy Keane,
Rick Joyce and Michae] Staunton.

On arrival in Morrin’s
wood near the Railway Station, the
scouts from the town, who always
kept a watch on the movement of
cnemy forces, notified them that a
patrol of Tans had gone up Alta-
mount Street. ‘Their nunmiber was
between 10 and 20. Positions were
taken up at the Convent and Mick
Malone's forge. The encmy also
must have his scouts out because,
instead of returning, they went into
Dr. O'Rourke’s in Altamount St.,
and remained there until morniag.
The I.R.A. men also remained in
position until daybreak, wondering
why the Black and Tans did not
come back.

Joe Doherty, O/C of the
Newport Unit was sent into New-
port, He had with him Michael Gal-
lagher, Jim Moran and big Jim
Browne, They made contact with
the encmy and one R.I.C. constable
was killed. On communciations at
the time werc: Joe Ring, Q/C
Westport Battn,, Jack Keane and
I.. Hogan, Westport, The West-
port men rested at Sandy HI and
the Newport mien at D, Mulchrone's
in Aughagowla,

Fight at Clogher Crass

().\' the 23rd April, 1921,

men of the Westport
Unit lay in ambush at Clogher
Cross. At 10 p.m. three lorry Joads
of the cnemy came alone. They
came under rifle and shotgun fire
from the I.R.A. and after a hot en-
gagement the Tans moved off. It
was reported that three of their
numbers were wounded.

The fcllowing Volunteers
took part : Joe Ring, O/C; Broddic
Malone, Deputy O/C; T. Hecavey,
J. Duffv, P. Duffy, J. Flaherty, ]J.
IFlaherty, J. Baker, T. Ainsworth,
M. Naughton, J. McDonagh, M.
Staunton, J. Collins, N." Hogan and

]J. Bradley.
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CLOGHER CROSS o
AMBUSH

<+

On the night of the Clog-
her Cross ambush the A.S.U. were
moving from Carnaclay to an  am-
bush point on the Castlebar-West-
port road at Sheeane Hill. Drim.
inalor Company had been ordered
to cut the road at Sheecane. It was
reported that occasionally a lorry
of Tans leit Castlcbar for Westport
about midnight. The Westport boys
assembled at Jin Moran's of Derry-
gorman, and afterwards moved to
the ambush point, They waited un-
til dawn but no lorry came. “T'he
Drummindoo Company was lying
out waiting on the Castlebar Road
on the same night,

Search For Tan Inspector

SHORT' time before
this Westport A.S.U.
took up positions at a sharp bend
at Barleyhill, on the Newport-West-
port road to ambush enemy lorries,
travelling between WWestport and
Newport, After waiting all day no
cnemy passed. They then moved to
the Newport arca and stayed at
Pim's Lodge at Rossbarnagh. They
were made welcome by Mr, M.
(’Donnell, carectaker at Pims, who
made them comfortable.

They hoped while In the
arca to make contact and kill, a no-
torious Black and Tan Inspector
named Fudge, who was terrifying
the countryside around Newport at
the time. He failed to show up and
the Unit was taken across to Tier-
naur ina boat by a Voluntecer
named Gibbons. They returned via

* Ballincollig to Westport area.

Newport Held

N another occaslon M,
Kilroy and the New-
port A.S.U. left ambush positions
at Yellow River and Leap Burris-
hoole to go to help Tom Maguire
and his column, who
pressed at Partry. On their way to
\Westport they passed through New-
port town and occupied it for an
hour, Men in need of clothing werc
outftted. The local R.I.C. remain-
ed in their barracks in  Castlebar
Street while the *'boys’ were in
Lowin,

(Glenhest Man Beaten
r\;\"l'll().\'\’ Callaghan,

Glenhest, Newport,
was one of the I.R.A. who wcre

beaten up by the Black and Tans.
He was beaten so badly that he was
left for dead but he survived and
went on the run in the Nephin
mmountains. He had a second escape
from death when Black and Tan
bullets ripped his shirt to bits with-
out hurting him. =

It happened when he re-
turned to his home on April 2lst,
1921, to get. arms he had hidden
there. Soon after arriving at his
home a lorry of Tans drove past
and went down to Letterbrick Bar-
racks, at the foot of Nephin, He
waited for an hour to let them go
back to Newport. Mr. Callaghan
heard.the noise of the lorry passing
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role—the man of action.

the road lcading to his house and
started across the fields for the
mountams., He was only gone 20
vards when  Dbullets began to f{ly
around him. The Tans had alight-
ed from the lorry and left the en-
gine running to fool Callaghan,

The L.R.A. man kept run-
ning with the enemy firing after
him. As he was crossing a fence 200
yards away bullets cut the shirt off
his shoulders. He was running to-
wards the river when he saw somc
police in front of him. They had
left the lorry before it reached the
house, There was nothing to do but
surrender. Remembering the beat-
ing he got on a previous occasion
Mr. Callaghan asked District In-
spector Munroe to shoot him on the
spot and have done with it.

The District Inspector said
that was the first time a man asked
to be shot. Anthony said he could
not stand another beating. With
M1, McNulty, Glenhest, he was
taken to Newport Barracks. They
were kept in the Barracks for five
days and then removed to Galway
Jail. Sergeant Butler, Newport, was
in charge of the escort. The Ser-
geant never entered the Barracks

again. The next time he left his
home to go on duty he was shot
?cad.

West Mayo Prisoners

C.-\LLAGHA-.\’ and Mec-
Nulty were later re-
moved to Rath Internment Camp,
wiere among the 1,500 I.R.A. men
in the living hell they met the fol-
lowing from West Mayo: Tom Der-
rigg, Joe McBride, Sinn Fein M.P.
C. Gavin, and Peter Kelly, High
Street, Westport; Joe Fergus, Tom
Sammon, Jim Sammon and P. ]J,
Prendengast, Louisburgh; W. Fer-
gus and J, Needham, Culleen, Mur-
risk). Broddie McLoughlin, Drum-
min, Westport, This man’s father
died while he was interned and he
was refused permission to attend his
funcral,

Others  there were: D
O'Connor and [.. Moran, Lough-
loon, Westport; . Tom Bourke and
I. McLoughlin, Doon, do.; Hubert
Reid, Aughagower: John Kilroy
and J. Clinton, Newport: Anthony
McNamara and Ml Gallagher,
Achill; Peter Touhy, Islandeady:
Pat and ML Tunney, Cushlough.

About 70 prisoners escapedd
through a tunnel dug from one of
the huts and under the barbed wire.
Charley Gavin of Westport, was otc
of those who escaped that time.

| ILR.A. leaders from all
cver Ireland were in the camp in-
cluding 25 men from South Mayo.

The Black and Tans tor-
tured and hosed prisoners in the
Camp and some of them lost their
health because of the conditions
there. .

(To Le Continued).
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[HE PHOTOGRAPHLER sSNAPR
late Jack Lceonard.
whose photographs of Western
Unils on active service arc used
in this scries, pictured in gnothicr
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