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TANS ATTACK
LOUISBURGH
MEN

AFRAID TO LEAVE TOM KETTERICK Y

¥ LOUISBURGH S 1 WOUNDED, BUT
BARRACKS ESCAPES

EST MAYO'S FIGHTING STORY

H1S is the story, accord

o
i winn :

ing o the tacls aovw .
watlable, ol the ight Ab 'Old to—
tor  treedom o TR est

Mayo, by the tamous and tear-
less West Mayo Brigade _I.R.‘A.
wd 0y the late b'rlgadlel
Michae! Kilroy, of Newport,
Lhose death in December, 1962,
deprived writers of a valuable
source of into.tmatton un th‘c
eaploits of Michael and bis
croup of daring fighters. Many
il remain to tell the story and
thus paper has the honour to
give to its readers as told to
Ay .by v »ho o, o ‘ . oo oo L ey e S R e oy
touht side by side with Michael  gegeplag AV Sy sy e A v A O S A gl R PR e P i P N
Kilroy in his campaig:n against CKEhy it S S R TR TN W ! R e AR PR ST L) k
the forces ©of occupation,

Anthony
Lavelle
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Michael Kilroy and some of
West Mayo's fighting men,
Photo copyright: J. Leonard &

Son, Bofcenaun.
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THE Black and Tuans were  O/C., visited him. The arms were  Captain Fergus at Culleen Cross- given to Mrs., Berry, who was then Whil
very active in Westport two rifles and one short Webley re-  roads. 60 ycars of age. Later Black and look é‘
at itis time and it was dangerous to volver which he had got some time Tans were seen approaching and ﬁo::l ¢
v iato the town if you were a  before 1916 from his cousin, Major Tans Afraid to Leave with great presence of mind Mrs, M a;
wanted man on the run, Some took  John MacBride. Berry took the bag of arms on wo’;‘
tiie rizk to  sce their parents and Louisburgh her back, and driving some gecese ,h“ léft‘
wives. They had to bring the before hier, went into the ncarby F';l .
guns across the country to the home QN the 16th March, 1921,  slate quarries, where she hid the csc:inm
One of these was the late | of a farmer named Fergus. ‘The it was the intention of  stuff. The raiding party paid little &
‘Tomi Derrig, of High Street, West-  1armer’s daughter, who afterwards (¢ Brigade O.C. to attack the attention to the old woman., Her In an
pent, who was O/C of the West became the wife of Andy Harney, Louisburgh Barrack and the follow-  action saved the arms the l'ans week's
Muyo Brigade at this time, and later put the guns under her mattress. ing men were mobilised at Culleen were leoking for. Compans
was  Minister for Education. In ' near Murrisk - rights 1
19201 lie left the mountains to come _ One fair day in Louisburgh The gallant and  fearless gl:“{gfgd
10 sce his mother and while on the the Volunteers saw four police Ned Moane, Carrabawn; Ml women in Cumann na mBan often treila. B:
visit he was arrested by R.I.C. and dragging a Volunteerr named John Kilroy, Newport (who was in risked their lives carrying arms Ratnnace
taken to prison. Sammon of Carramore, to the Bar-  charge); Brod Carney, Westport;  from one area to another, They also river s
racks. They surrounded the police Jobn Maguire, Cordarragh; Char-  carried dispatches. 53,}222 t
When Michael Kilroy de- and took the revolvers from them. les Hughes, Lankhill; J. Heneg- v b would be
cided to form a flying column to han, do.; F. Kilcoyne, Drummin- - ther not
tahc the ficld against lt’he cnemy the They could have taken the doo: Westport; N. §Io;:m, do.; D. ourth Western Division Al 3.2(
men had to be fitted out with Barracks if they wished, as there Jennings, Cloonskill; Thomas Bas- Formed g;m:ge({j
clothes, boots and  tools for con-  Werc only three policemen there, quill, Murrisk; Rick Joyce, John ed In a
structing dug-outs and trenching  Put they did not do so as they had  (jihbbons and T. S. Gibbons, West- IN 192} after a mecting of their fish
roacs, no permission from H.Q. to do so. ot and Johnnie Duffy, Cloon- officers from various ;I,:‘;g?:‘““
I'he men who took part were known (i’ They were looked after by districts in West Mayo and Conne- wuets L
Tom Ketterick, the Brig-  and had to go “on the run.”” The  (yijcen Company, of which Cap-  mara it was decided to form what signs
ade  Quartermaster, and Paddy homes of the I.R.A. men in the dis- i Fergus was O/C., and Michacl  was known as the 4th Western Trespasse
Kelly, O/C., Louisburgh, Com- trict were raided and some of them IFoy, Ist. Lieutenant. Mrs. Mackle  Division. It comprised Brigadces f;f?gfld“
pany, went into Westport to get were 3“?5t°d 1 their beds. Later supplied the Unit with refresh- from West, North and North West while off
supplies oue night. They went into  the garrison in the barracks was  ;ents.  When it was learned that  West Mayo and two Brigades from watcned
shanley’s of Bridge Street, to get  reinforced by men from other sta- 0 lorry loads of Black and Tans  Galway in Clifden and Oughterard anglers !
some of the supplies. As they were  tions that were closed down or jad moved from Westport to  arcas. ggé\.g’&ff'
going in they noticed two soldiers  burmed and by some Black and [ onisburgh that day the A.S.U. Officla
outside. Tom ordered Kelly to keep  Tans. A friendly R.I.C. man, who  \yas moved into ambush positions at The officer were: Q/C— Consarva
watch while he went in. As Ket- tlppC(.i the I.R.A. off about intend-  (Glosh Patrick in order to attack  Ml. Kilroy, Newport; O/C—Peter but they
terick was talking to the draper in  ed raids had to resign as the others  the lorries on their way back to  McDonnell, Leenanc; Adjutant— rhgf '2:.‘
the shop he had his hand on his re-  got suspicious of him, and he would  Westport. Although the I.R.A. re- Cliristy Mackin, Spiddal; Asst. Tre fls
volver in case the soldiers came in be shot by the Tans if they got the  mained part of two nights and all  Adjutant—J. Gibbons, Westport: continue
and accidentally it went off and the chance. They could say it was an St. Patrick’s Day the enemy did Quartermasters: J. Fechan, Leen- they had
bullet wounded him in the leg.  accident. not return. They must have got anc; Training Officer—P. Hig- Dok e
Paddy Kelly went to his assistance word of the proposed ambush for gins; Signals — P, Higpins moves tn
and got him out the front door as As police were raiding they remained shut up in Louis Transport Officer — John Falls the
the soldiers had gene on hearing around the district Jack Feehan, a  burgh Barracks for a fortnight. Dick Gibbons, Westport; Engincer the Bood
the shot. T'om said if he could be  native of Kilmenea, took the arms —T. P. Flanagan, B.Ii., Casticbar, ;g‘.-(tlecl’n :
brought to a friendly family named  to Leenane and hid them in the Help was given by Tom  (former Co. Surveyor): Police— A Com
Conway in James Street he would house of the Parish Priest—Fr. Cun-  Gill, Captain of the Lecanvey Com-  Charles Gavin, Westport; Medical bad no c
be safe. With the help of John ningham, pany, James Walsh and Austin  Officer—Dr.  Tubridy, Galway; ‘?“"‘g b
Bourke, garage owner, Bridge St., Mortimer, Lieutenants. The Bar-  Communications and Organisation :,}lr,e(.a-cg?n;]
the wounded man was taken to Louisburgh Men Attacked racks was not attacked. —J.  Rush, Kiltimagh; Intcl- ing has
Conways. Kelly sent word to Brodie ligence—"Tom  Muilins, Breaffy, Fails
Malene who brought a doctor and a [N April of 1921, a party Whilst the A.S.U. was in Castlebar, and J. Barrett, Crossiiol- Earlg:{:
car to take Tom Ketterick out to a of Louisburgil [.LR.A. Dposition at Glosh, Paddy Kelly, ina; Operations — James Malonc ::’:mfm, {
house in the country where he under Captain D. Sammon, were )/C., Louisburgh Battn., arrived and Joe Baker, Westport; ()/C and none wer
quickly recovered. They were only billeted in a vacant house in 'the vil- at the ambush position riding a Deputy O/C of Active Service Unit, actual pr.
gone when all the houses in the lage of Askelaun, two miles from white horse, the property of Austin ::'ﬁafegi
arca were raided. the town. They were suddenly sur-  Ball,  Ballyhip, Louisburgh. As Poem of the Fighting Men Tne de
prised by a party of Black and none of his men were rcqu!rcd he ed disann
Paddy Kelly had a narrow T'ans who fired on them at close was sent back to rejoin Louisburgh Mr. Edale Ha.linan, ot Cor- bers who
vscape when he went up to Mulloy’s range as they were escaping from UUnit assembled at Tully Lodge. He  aarragn, Aughagower, recites the fol- "'f“‘t'ld l::
of Shop Street, afterwards, to buy " L’h e. The Volunteers had  Was instructed to carry out patrol  lowing poem about the West Mayo ;‘d“
vire cutters.  He was in the shop t "l: . t o-usrc;volvc(:’s but return.ed the activity in and around Louisburgh Fizaung Men at many concerts in the Followi;
talking to a shop assistant named ?." Y “{’ T T s one  town and attack any of the enemy  area:— men  re
Glvnn, when a member of the nrcl. £35S c're ' a'sundcd throe  Sten out. ILach time the Tans saw bank. o
R.I.¢C, from Louisburgh, who knew v.o “m:: rm:;?ls m:\do two 'cscapcd. any of the Louisburgh T.R.A. thev Oae morning for torture and murder, f"lﬂ:g“‘;
kim, came in. Kelly drew his gun }f‘ﬁrccmenp\x'llo took part were Dan Fam for the barracks, the Black and fans  careered bank on
and wwent behind a pile of paint tins. Sammon, Pat McNamara, James ' | _alon | a‘%g:cgurlg
I'ie policement said something to d Tom Sammon, Jos. Fergus When there was no chance I'ne hills ang vales were resounding f;u}‘m,m,
tihe assistant and left the shop. s hn P. Samt A ' of the encmy coming and to remain with curses, vile language and song. mon Wwa
Keily had to hide on the premises and John P. Sammon. any longer near Glosh would he “Surrender ye rebels” they shouted, The tre
untii night, when Mr. Mulloy let ) dangerous, the O.C. took the Carrakennedy’s answer was “no”, ly from
Lim: outb the back way through the 1 P ;.;te(; :Iccgoggfelisoihﬁ'ge?n A.S.U. to Prospect where suppers Few of them ever returned. They mict g;: P‘Qi‘:
rardens and he rejoined the Lounis. 8¢, WHO 3a¢ p‘ ¢ time help-  ‘vere supplied by Pat Duffy. They the smashing voung men of Mayo. hav?: boe:
burgh unit, ;,oussburgh. was at thas 0O 11,) all ~ remained for some time in
) ng bt}:es ‘leorceal Tlg?,:“gg;;hs I\tﬁ:{: Brackloon area.. MIl, Foy acted as Oh never, oh never could England, a
members were : ' o
A Welcome Present lagh; John P. Harney, James Har- guide to prespect. xf::e. k::;dru?ce:‘vh;nde::r:;;ﬂ, - Fing
. ’ s r %
THIS Unit was staying at ney, ‘\Ergn JO Ilé:;};’y’a‘;lgot;?cfn:: At this time it was not safce sstvery, with warriors [ike Ned
Tully Lodge, about 4 & SCOM" d.ab.ove Also James Mc- for the I.R.A. to tras:el on the pub- Moane and Ki{lroy.
tiites from Louisburgh, which was mcnttolrlte f Cross and John J. Phil-  lic roads except at night, and they She may calm the wild waves ol Clew Justice
“iven to thers by the owner. Mr. Donnell o had to cstablish lines of communi- Bay boys, ur stop the Moy's erystal f,:f{fu‘.-.oﬂ
i (' Dowd. former Court Clerk bin. cation over bogs and mountains. waters to flow. roilkel.y
i Westport and Louisburgh. He is . F Westport Hundreds of unnamed men in the Buy she never could crush the wild orderly
' oretirement now and 5till, I am Rlﬂes rom es p backward villages acted as guides spirit of the dashing young men of Day- T
vixd to say, in good health. He was .- . - to the men of the column. Mayo. \)1::“ '
St , Coccione in \Vest- At this time Tom Ketter- Ihey are around their own fireddes apparca
viers of the Petty Sessions in West ok ‘ho was Brig- acaln bovs ‘The smashin A fine
it and was Intelligence Officer for ick,, wio a4 Lanmore Woman A5aln boys, 2he Smashing  voung James G
Loausbureh Are ade Quartermaster, summonc men of Mayo. lor belty
rAnHREET AR James Sammon and P. J. Kelly 1n- Saves Arms ac K!”“;{T
i “y: Westport. ‘They were told to '‘Ere the ULlue smoke of bagtle Mr. D
He: reported that the British were 10 P han . . T, . for tnis o
sotting wise to him and said he bring a motor car. Joe Heneg IN case the enemy might and clouds boys, v'er famed Iour- John
would resign, but the ILR.A. told drove them to \Vcstport.and th’ey get to know. aboqt ' makeady arose, Foxford
i to stay on as ]ong as he pos- were met by Tom KCttCl’le outside 1!]cm. dumps of arms and a.“)u“"“. said .\!a.f;ulre to his men with cmn- :;a:%?c;.
sillv conld. Som of a Fenian, he  the town. He brought them to  tion were moved to new sites for tion: “Before you to-day are your Mooy ©F
Passed on useful information about Owenwee bog, where there was 3 safety. SOES. Septembe;
the moves of the enemy. The first dump of arms unfler the care of Itgmembtr their deviish deeds lmy.a,
rifics the Louisburgh Company  Peter Joyce and his father. On the ~In March, 1921, arms and strike hard though your heart's
LUCT 2ot were given to them by John orders of the Q.:M. t_hcy handed ammunition were taken n it h:n;:. blood may flow. Calters
Piecod, one night when  Andy over six,Lcc.Enﬁcld rifles and two  jrom Owenwee bog to U.crry s ol Ang victory bzl'addenw that day boys, o1 BPa.
Horne v, Dattn, .-\ﬂjt; J;.ck Fechan, Peter the Painter revolvers. These f.anmore, about three miles from for thes mashing young men of Maye. Cau'lti'-.'.ltl
4 lodine LR.A. man from Leen-  arms were placed under the back  Westport. As none of the Berry R Lugac_\.'.r
i e, and  Paddy  Kelly, Battn.  seat of the car and handed over to  boys were at home the stuff  was ol ) _‘\J‘,O‘u,m\
R —— avt. .
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