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THINGS were quiet in the West

between 1916 and  1920.
Drilling and the collection of arms
and cxplosives went on.

About the year 1917 the British
Government made an order bring-
ing the Conscription Bill into force
in Ireland. They wanted men badly
at the Front where the Germans
were winning many pattles. In ap-
plying the Bill to Ireland they made
a grave mistake because the threat
of Conscription united the people as
ncthing ever did before.  All the
Bishops and Priests called on the
people to resist the measure by every
means in their power.

Anti - Conscription meetings

were held in every town and the .

younz men not already in the Vol-

unteers jomed in large numbers. All
were ready to take to the moun-

tains. The young girls in every vill-

some time the Sitting was resumed
and the Presiding Magistrate said :
“Mr. Garvey—We have considered
your application and .we refuse it.’

Mr. Garvey then said : **Gentle-
men, 1 bow to your superior judg:
ment.”’

In most cases the people were

pleased with the decisions of the

local courts. The Courts were often
raided by the R.I.C. and anybody
caught taking part were sent to
prison.

‘The members of the R.I.C, in
barracks all over the country re-
ported on all the activities of the
I.R.A. and this held up the admin-
istration of the new government.
The I.R.A. had no other choice but
to drive them out of their barracks.

Also the British ordered them

unteered for full-time activity against
the enemy. The idea was to strike
him every time it was possible and
give him no peace. Arms were being
collected at Cloonskill,

The tull armament of the
Westport area at this time was cight
service rifles, 3 revolvers, one Peler
the Painter revolver, 8 good shot-
guns, and a large number of uscless
guns, more dangerous to the men
than to the enemy. They also had
1,500 rounds of .303 ammunition
and 60 rounds of .45 ammo.

A Raid on Cloonskill

[LEARNING of these preparations,

" the Military swooped down on
Cloonskill village on the 23rd De-
cember, 1920. They wanted the
Duffy brothers and the arms but
found neither. They pulled down
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at the batile of Carrowkenned

and Son, Bofeenaun, Balling,
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Active Service Units

'I' this time 1t was dangerous {o1
for any member of the LR.A.
to stay in his home or “‘digs” fxxld
it was necessary for them to go “‘on
the run’’ as it was termed. Head-
quarters had planned that active
servicg units were to be tformed in
all areas and ambush the encmy
forces every time they came out ol
their heavily fortificd barracks in
the towns.

During this time Michael Kil-
roy of Newport, was touring hig
area selecting men for his Active
Service Unit. They were the young
men with the best training in riflc
marksmanship, as with the scarcity
ot ammnunition every bullet had to
find its mark. The following wero
selected for the Westport Active
Service Unit; Joe Ring, 0O.C,,
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Fo escape conscription a large num-  Smith, addressing members of the nothing. All they had for thewr  James Flaherty, (who ‘had British tion of whap

ber of young men sailed to Amer-
ica, They were not long there when
the United States entered the war
and they were called up in_Amenca

R.I.C." in Kerry said: ‘‘Shoot first
and ask questions. afterwards. The
more you shoot the better I like it.”’

Being Irishmen, drawn from coun-

trouble was a fat goose belonging
to Phil Lyons of Cloonskill, which
one of the soldiers picked up on his
bayonet. - y

Army training), Tommy
Ainsworth. Jack McDonagh, Dan
Gavin, Ml. Staunton, Paddy Duffy,
Jack Keane, Tom Heavey, John
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at all and tho
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to-morrox, Th

- b . : Collins, P.. Pearce, ‘‘Laddcen’’ :

and were soon landing in France, tr}(’l Peorﬂg. ?1110 R.I.C. re;epteq this There was another raid on  Hogan, ‘“Mancen’” Naughton, ]. z:nrg;? g:::;
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Seeing that the whole = nation numbers. Their places had tobe fill- Christmas Eve, during which- Pat Cannon, John Bradley, Tom Bas bur how ofte;

was against them and realising that
it would take more soldiers than
they had to round up the Irish, the
British -Government dropped the
Conscription Bill. All it did was
bring recruits to the 1.R.A.

ed by a force known as.the Black
and Tans recruited in England from
ex-soldiers and criminals. The new
force had a rate of pay of 10/- per
day. Members of the R.I.C. who
were near pension age stayed on in
the force and some of them gave

Duffy arrived home from America,
to find his home occupied by the
Black and Tans and his sons out-
lawed. On the same night Hughes'
Keane's and Berry’s were raided.
The enemy forces came “again on
Christmas morning and surrounded
Aughagower Church . and all the

quill, James Duffy, *‘‘Butch” Lam-
bert and Richard Joyce. The above
were in addition to the Brigadc
Staff made up of MI. Kilroy, Ned
Moane, J. Gibbons, ]J. R. Gibbong,
T. Ketterick and Jim Rushe.

The Louisburgh Active Service
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R.L.C. Barracks Burned ‘I;cliy A useful information to  the prople were questioned at the  Unit was made up of the following: ful attitude to
S . . T ' Church door. : P. Kelly, O.C.. A. Harney, his bro- tor. Ang they
hovis EEEI, th;.po(l;tscaln?orsg&hcnc:t . . - ther, J. Harney, Dan McNamara, the Morning
s Iﬂ:& l\r'és[l; st‘r%en; "l over Ire. ‘Action in Westport and Dan Sammon, They had only fully sald and
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land, ¢xcept 1n a few places held by
the Unionists in the North, and
branches sprang up in every village.
The general election to the British
Parliament in 1918 brought great
enthusiasm amongst the people who
turned out on election day and re-
tumed the Sinn Fein candidates
to power by an overwhelming major-
ity. Joe MacBride, Westport, was
electec 2 member for South Mayo.

At the lirst meeting of the new
members for Ireland in Dublin, it
was decided that they would not
take their seats in the British Par-
liament but to form An Dail or
Irish Parlianmient in Dublin. This as-
embiv formed an Irish Govt.
19 rue Ircland as the people had
ordezed at the election. British Ad-
mizistration in Ireland was to be
igeored. Departments of Defence,
Local Government, Justice, Indus-
tty and Commerce and Education
wete set up.

_ Following this Sinn Fein set up
their own courts to deal out [Irish
law to the people. Local magistrates
were appointed to hear the cases
and Sinn Fein appointed police to
see that the orders of the Courts
Wore carried out. The late Justice
Loyre wnd Mr. John O'Dowd help-
¢d with others, to establish Sinn
¢in Courts in the Castlebar and
“?3’:[)crt areas. The litigants and
solicitors were asked to stay away
from the British Courts and it hap-
Pencd that the British Courts were
deserted and  that the Sinn  Fein
Couzts, often held in some barn,
Were well attended. One day two

well-known legal men were caught

by. ‘.he [.LR.A. going to a ‘sitting of a
itish Court in the county.
“ere held up and. imprisoned in a
duck house for the day. On another
%casion the late J. C. Garvey of
“nizk, a jearned  solicitor, | was
't'!'"':“'.'."-'* a vase before a sitting of
¢ Sinn FFein Court in Westport.
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HAVING collected some arms the

I.R.A. in Westport District
went into action in 1921. The first
action was the burning of police
huts at Carrowkennedy by a patrol
of Aughagower and Cushlough boys
under Captain J. Duffy. Ayle police
barracks was burned by a patrol
under T. Bourke, Doon. Prepara-
tions were moving- at this time for
the L.R.A.
Petrol was removed from a train on
the way to Newport, and stored in
Owenwee bog, Sleepers were com-
mandeered from the Railway Com-
pany for the building of dug-outs.

The Black and Tans arrived in
Westport on the 2nd November,
1920, and swaggered around the
town with revolvers strapped to
their thighs, shooting them oft
whenever possible to terrorise the
people. Their orders were: "‘make
it a hell for the people, Take every-
thing and pay for nothing."”

Most ot the wanted men had
been forewarned and had made
good their escape before their
houses~ were
Most of them collected on Lan-
‘more .Hill. - - Amongst them were:
Charles Hughes, Eamonn Moane,
Charles Gavin, Tom Heavey (now

“in.Ballinaj and J. McDonagh, all of

Westport. Owen Hughes, Lankhill,
and Manus Keane of Cloonskill.

Captain J. Duffy made arrange-
ments for billeting . them in the
houses around but.in a few days the
scare was over, and. some of the

older men, whose houses were not
raided, .returned home and -were not’

‘afterwards disturbed.

" Arms Collected

most of the younger men, some
of them boys,

AS

- Ring,

raided.

who left” the
“senior classes in the Christian Bro-
" ther's Schools to join the Column,
.rould not rcturn_home, except at-

M:n Lined Up

(ON St. Stephen’s night, Augha-
gower, was again visited, The
village was surrounded as the dance
in the local hall ended. All the men
present were lined up in front ot
the Church to be identificd by some
of the local R.1.C. men. At the time
three wanted men were having tea
in Fr. McHugh's. They were Joe
John Dulfy and Charles

Gavin. | _

On their way to mecet them P.
Duffy and T. Hcavey were cap-
tured in front of Carney’s. T'hey

" were marched in front of a squad of

soldiers to the Church, bur as the
soldiers’ attentions were distracted
by Mark Scott ot Ballygolman, and
John Reilly of Lekaun, who were
standing at the Pound Wall, Duffy
and Heavey escaped into the Old
Graveyard, and got around to Fr.
McHugh's to warn their companions
who got away.

That same night the village ol
Curvey came in for its terror raid.
Moran’s, Heneghan's, Mulroy’s
and Scahill’'s were visited, About
this time Paddy Duffy was acci-
dentally wounded in the hand.
which put bim out of action for
some time. -

Pat Moo:e ot Castigbar Street,
Westport, told me how he used to
go to England with others to pur-
chase much needed arms. They
bought the arms from British sol-
diers and got them home in coffins
addressed to firms in Westport.
Friendy detectives and customs men
let them in, he said. ‘

During the Christmas raids the
following Volunteers were arrested:

-Hugh Reid ot Knappagh Beg, Pat

and Ml. Tunney, brothers, of Cush-
lough,” John Hastings of Derry-
herbert, Brod . McLoughlin  of
Oughty, and Tom Bourke of Doon.
Charley Gavin of Westport, was

4 rifles 1n the Louisburgh area.

Capture of Arms

THE most irequent action of the
A/S Unit now was the capture
ot arms from poljce or military on
patrol or from military stores. The
Column wanted a good supply of
arms for attacks they were planning
on large military or police convcys
travelling between the towns.

I'he lirst success in these operi-
tions was the taking of two rifles
and 500 rounds of ammunition {rou
the Military Station in the Distill-
ery at Westport. A few rilles were
bought from soldiers, Tom Ketler-
ick, a daring I[.R.A. man, drank
in pubs, which the Tans trequented,
trying to find out information about
their plans. He took his life in his
hands in doing this, He was always
armed with a Peter the Painter
revolver. He was .prepared to scll
his life dearly.

The iirst ambush planned was
attempted at Gloshpatrick, Murrisk,
on St. Patrick’s Day, 1921. ML
Kilroy was in charge - of both West-
port and Louisburgh : Units, In-
(ormation was received that au
enemy convoy was-to pass between
Westport and Louisburgh.  After
waiting in position for two days the
Units withdrew, no enemy convoy
having passed. "Somebody on the
road may have sent in word that
the Units were waiting in ambush.

Shooting of Policeman

THE first casualty of the fight

took place after this. It hap-
pened when M. Kilroy, Joe Ring
and Broddy Malone were travelling
through Derrykillew, Cushlough,
when they encountered three mem-
bers of the R.,I.C. Shots were ¢x-
changed and Sergeant Coughlin was
killed.- Constable Love was wound-
rd and the other man surrendered
Their arms were. collected,

Then cverythis
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