unteers war& eatabllshed 1n Aughagewer in 1915,_
‘ was farmh&._

; Del minatlen of'ﬂazt* : Sl _
?ar1ah beundary~an N. and B, Derryeroff, Keigh, Lenmore
maﬁuxn&ppa-ﬁeg on $.and W '

inal Batea, Raarg&nizatleﬂ & G.
iaearganlmatian June 1916 and summer 1919,

sonnel ”remlglﬁ :

Owen Hughea, Langill* - Captain.

,ﬁugh Reid, Knappa Beg- o 1st 3§eutenant
Mapus Keane, Glﬂﬂnakzll. 2nd Lieutensnt.
=Jphn.ﬂ&fﬂy, Leﬁreen : Adjutant.

'ramnnal Eaater 1915:

Captain,

Lieutenant.

2nd Lieutenant.
~ Adjutent.

3QuabteTuMaster,

i+ Rokkfield.
'3 Corderragh,
3

8, Gurvey, .
't Aughagower.

2 Letereen.
Volunteers;

Khappa:Beg; Tom Moran, M1, Kerrigan, James Geraghty.

. Cordarragh: John Levelle, ¥l. Tuohy, John McGuire, Andy McGuire, .
' Pat Henmeghan, Peter Sheridan, B. O'Malley, g
Dan EGGﬂifﬁ,'Hugh;ﬁcGuire, P. McGuire, J. McGuire, ol

i Maaaira, T, MeGuire.

C me

- Tom Berry, Mil. Berry, John Berry, Ml. Flyan,
'&. Buffy, P._Ruddj, T. McGuire, M1. Morrison,
John Buffy,-. Tuffy, P. Walsh, John Walsh,

- James Walsh, Tom Walsh.

an

:Jﬁhn.Henéghah, Pat Hughéa, Mtn. Malone, M1l. Grady,

 Gloonskill
| P. Duffy, 0. Duffy, Peter Jemnings, Tom Jennings.

-Gpaﬁlesfﬁnghéa;




LT

James Kerrigan, Jas. w»@tt, John footh,

Ballygorman.
Kark Scott, P. Kerrigan, John Ee“rlgan,
fja hel‘ldﬁn, T-r Shel‘j a‘clﬂ«
 Leckaun : Jobn Kerrigan, Jobn Feilly.
Mace 1 Mertin Berry.
Cushien ShENE J&-Feehan, J. Butler,
Robkfield = : B. Kerrigan, J. McGuire, P. McGuire, I. Butler,
A, Kerrigan, J. Butler, J. Wslsh, J. Reilly.
. Bunrower t- P, O'Malley, M1, 0'Hal ley, Dom. Geraghty,
E., Walsh.
Baoh : M. Geraghty, P. Heraghty, P. ¥cGing, M. Horsn,

B

Horan, 4. Horan.

-Berrycraff- : Tom Tunney and others.

: aE: thiq reorganization (Sept 1918) Shratheen, Glemmask & C
became part of the South Mayo Brzgade under T, MeGuire, and formed

:a,Qompany of their own.

John Xing was 0/C of this company, and

‘Michael Butler, his ﬁ_e_;my.

 __Fersonnel :  Nov.
'f ?ﬁrs0hne1 :  HNov.
Paréonﬁel ¢ - July

. Personnel Dec.

1920
1921 " . Same generally.

1919 :  Same generslly.

a9

Same generalily.

1921

e

- Martin Mulroy : Captais.
Ed. Berry I 7

be mo a-ne o supply it.

Custlough Compenys

3. Nastings, QR , Wicnael Tuoney, Devoxy O/,
P. 0'Malley, Adj., John Hastiags, Q.M. 3C men.

Drummin Company:

Brod.
Pat Cox Dep. 0/C. 35 men.

Owenwee Jompany:

~ Tom McLoughlin 0/C.
Peter Joyce  Depk 0/C.

_ Belclare Company:
M. J.

Pat Duffy Dep. C/C.
Killawella Company:

Martin Ward 0/C.

3. lLally Dep. 0/C.

P. Qainn : 2nd Lit.

MeLoughlin 0/C

C'Malley O/C
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Kilmeena Companys
Jeff Gibbona 0/C.

Westport Battalion: Pre~-truce.

Area: Parishes of Westport, Aughagower, Killawslls, Half-parishes
of Cushlough and Drummin, Parish of Kilmeensa, snd Murrisk area.

Pefaonnel:
0/c :
Dep. 0/C. 3
Adi.. - $
Engin., :
Intell. 3
Transp.
Comm. :
Westport
Personuel:
' o/c :
Dep. 0/C
Adj. :
Q.M. 3
Police s
Transp.
Intell. 3
Comm. A
Training 5

Joe Ring, Westport,
Jemes Malone, Westport,
Charles Gavin, Westport.
Richard Joyce, Weéstport.
B, Cryan, Westport.

T. G. Gibbons, Westport.
P. O'Malley, Westporst.

Battalion July 192i.

Jas. Malone.

Wm, Malone (later to sig. on Brigade)

T. Blaney,

Bd. Sammon.

Jd. McGoff,

T, J. Gibbons,.

B, Cryan, J. Duffy.
T. Alnsworth,

oohn Berry.

West Mayo Brigade

Personnel: Pre-itruce:

o/c

Dep. O/C
Adj.

Q.M.
Acting Q..
Bngin
Comu,

Transp.

o
a

(2

Area: Westport, Newport, Casilebar, Achiil.
Tom Dexrig (up to 1920, when srrested)
M1, Kilroy (1920 until Truce)

E. Hoane, Westoort.

d. Gibbons, Wesiport.
?. Ketterick, Westport.
P, Duffy, Aughagower.
T. P. Flanagan, B.F.

J+ Rushe.

John Dick Gibbons..

West Mayo Brigade: July 1921,

Personnell:

' o/G.
Dep. 0/C

~ Adj.

Assist. Adj.
Q. M,
Assipt. Q.M
Engin.
Sig.

.

2w

E, Moane, Westport.
J. Gibbons, Westport.
T, Heavey, Westvoort.
T. Harney, Louisbrugh.
P, Duffy, Aughagower.
P, Reilly, Newport.

. Moran, Newport.

. Malone, Westport.

J




Transp.. :. M, Kilialea, (astlebar,

Intelil
J. Bibbons, Adj. went to Division Staff, Dec, 1921.

1 B. Mullins, Hreaghwy.

Replaced by P. Duffy, Reilly replaced Dufiy.

Established

j'_Cumprised

Fersonnel

o/c
| Députy 0/C
S '
 Assist Adj.
Q.M.
Training
Signals
; Tranép; ;
~ Engin,
Police.
Medigal
Comm
Orgenisetion
Intell,
Operations

aw

o azr wa

1

¥ .

a%

4th Wéatern Divieinn.,

July 1921.

West Hayo, North and N.W. Mayo, and twe Brigades
FProm Galway in Clifden and Oughterard areas.

Ml. Kilroy, Hewport.
~Peter MecbDornell, Leensne.

 Christy Meckin, Spiddal,

J. Gibbons, Westport.
J. Feghan, Leenane.

P, Higgins.

John Dick Gibbons, Westport,

T. . Flanagan, B.BE. Castlebar.
Charles Gavin, Westport.

Dr. Turbidy.

Jd. Bushe, Kiltimagh.

- T, Mullins, Castlebar, J. Barreit, Crossmolina.
James Melone, Westport, 0/C of Act. Service Unit.
Joe Baker, Westport, Dep. 0/C. of A.S. Unit.

This last sppointment made Dec. 1921.

)
He
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*Irigh Volunteers" Formed:

1 was only 1% years in 1916, but I may be able to give some

'1dea of the general position as I remewber i,

hge When the Irish National Volunteer Force was dissolved, I
remember the forming of & Unlt, which was known z$ the Irish e
_Volunteers. Thls organlzation centred around Qwen Hughes, Lankhill, '
and his staff was nade up of hugh Reid, Enappe Beg, John Duffy,
_Lettereen,.ﬁarus Kesne, Cloonskill, The Organization was made up
of pracﬁically al] the able-badied men of the west half of tne parish
the north-east side of ihe parish, including Aughagower townland still .
maintaining the I.N. Volunteer Organization. ' - &

Mobilization at Cross-roads:
-On the Sunday following Baster Sunday of 1916 the Aughagower
”Gampany (new orgamizatlon) mobilized at Lankhill Crose~-roads, and
among those I remember the following marching to Fornock KHill to
Jjoin a general mabilizatzon of the_Westpqrt Area; Owen Hughes,
Harry, Hughes, ?,'Hughes, Manueg Keane, John Lavelle, John Dufty,
R Dutly, Owen Dufiv. Iow Berry, E. Berry, John Berry, Michasl Flynn,
John MeGuire, Mi. Tuochy, Larry Conway znd ¥. Conway
' The little_banxbcamwieﬁ Tive shot-guns, the rest cCarrying
walking sticks. ' '
After being reviewed at Formock by Joe MeBride of Westport Quay,
.thP parade dasmls?ed.
Arrests after the Rebellion:
F0110w1ng the su rrender in Dublin the following wgre arrested: A
'Gwen Hughas, and hls son Paddy of Lankhill; John Berry, Manus Keane, f%
Cloonskill, Joe MeBride, Joe Gili, Charles Hughes, Edward Moane, 5

Joe Ring, and T, Walsh, all of Westport. Tere were a few wore from
Westport I do not remember,

Release o1 Prisoners 1917: i

On'the release of the prisoners at Christmes 1917, an active if

binn Pein Club was established with Owen Hughes as Chairman, :

John Foy of Aughsagower 58 vice-chaiiman, =na Ed. Pafty, Cloonskili )
_as'secretarvz ?

The only outstanding achievement of this organtzation was the
hanging of a Sinn Fein Flag on the top ot the Round Tower in
-Augﬂagower 1919.

Reo rgaﬁlthlun of Volunteers:
. fhe volunteers were again anout this time reorganizzd with

John Dufty, Cloonskill as Gaptain: Hugh Reid, Knappa Beg, and

Tom Bourke, Doon, as Lievtenants; Ed. Berry, Lanmore; Martin Mulroy,
Carvey; Pat Quinn, Doon; Broddie McGuire, Cusheen: WMichael Gavin,
Roigh; ano John Rellly, Aughagower as Section Lesders: and Prank
Enight, Ayle as Adjutent. During 1918 and 1919 training and parades
were tne p?incipai.fanctions of tne Irisn Volunteers. farly in 1919
the Orvaﬁlzation changed its name to P s A, '
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B T Buffy was sentenced to three months in Sligo for
arilling in Augh gwer after Mags. Hugn Reid took over, and

'””_ _1n1ng eﬁntinuea‘ Gancerta and dancas were held to raise money
_:fﬂr ‘the Arms Fuad &11 arma - ahotguns, asert arme and amnund tion

were. coilected oy the I.RA., often tne L.R.A. ohl .y beating the
R I.a» hy a few mlnutes. i

Edward Moane anu his sister Tess were lmprisoned ror qinglng

patrzctic sangs at a concert in Larrowkenneay.

b. : 3

: fﬂ[The.ﬁmerican Belagatss at Knappa:

'  ' Thr»e American delsgates Dunne, Walsh, and other - on mission
ta Ireland from the Saif-Detanmlnaulon Orgenization of Amerieca,
‘came to ﬁnstnort then under military law owing to the shooting of
Reslnent Eag:strate Willing. The delegates were met at Knappa by

-“ ff the Augnagowwr and Cuﬁhiaagh boys. The two companies marched to

the barricades manned by a half«company 0f military at Knappa
Hational Scnool The delegaiea, accompanied by General Mulcahy,
demanaed aam;ttance %o Weatpart but were refused. The military
ordered the garade to retire, and immediately advanced with Tixed

bayonets. John Lavalip Cordarragh, carrying an American flag was

'3* attackad, the flag “1pp9d from his snnulder, nimself reveiving

scrataneu and town cidthes.- The flag was recovered, znd nanded
te Gevevnor Dunne (Penn.), end L ax sure qae&tlans were asked
elrewhere about this 1nsult to the U.8.A. Plag.

: T also tuink tnat Manus Keane the same day got a joo in the
south end, : '

Biaturbances in westpert.
 Another incident that happendea late in 1918 was the arrest
“of Ed. Moanse, Garrowaaun, Westport, for singing a song, and it led
to many exciting duys arpund Wes tport. Ned waz tried in Westpert
~Also in the dock was Wm. O'Mzlley of Newport, Cushlough band led

& parade up Castlebar Street to the Courthouse, which was surrounded
by'about fif%y R.1.C. and a company of some Scoten regiment.
Ag the bend approacned the Ghristian Brothers' Scmcol the R.I.C.
drew batons =nd charged. The band was badly mauied. Jehnﬁastings
Kor O*Halley?} Gl&&ﬁy, the drummer was badly beatenbut gave s good
account oi-nimseif witn:h*s drum-sticks., Cne E.I.0. men, attacking
Joe Walsh of Mily Strpet, was thrown into the Mall: by 0. Dutfy.
 The battie raged all afternuon, stones 2na batons. Districy
Inspector Shore had his teeth knocked out. MNoase ang 0'Mzlley

escll recelved six months. The battle was resumed on tne following
day, when tne prisioners were removed to Westport Railway Station,
and agein continued for hours.

: ._ Ag a result of tue disturbamces, doe Ring, doe Walsh, Courlew
-Gavin, Wm. Malone, Tom Ketterick and Ed. Gannon were arresied, and
gst 12 months each in Bel*ast Jail,




'Euunﬁaries oY Company Areas:

: The hughagower Company ares was the parish boundary on the
ﬂortn end east, witn Roign, lonmore and Knappa Beg on the south and
west. Shraheen, Gleamask and Croaghrim were a separate Company, and

. &t»dGhOJ to the Soutn Mayy Brigude., Nichael Butler weo Captain;
John King, his Deputy '
: uslaugh half-parish had its own Company, dJohn Hzetings,
Derrynerbert was 0/C, and Michael Tunney, Deputy 0/0.
Drimmin had alsc its own Company with Brod, HcLoughlim 0
Owenwee Coupany was captained by Tom MelLoughlin of Bohea,
5' with Peter Joyce, Owenwee, as Députy,

'Bufning of PolicE Barrack:
| Things drifted along till 192 In 1920 Carrowkennedy Police

huts were burned by a pstrel of Augnagow;, and Cushlough boys under
aptain J, Duffy. Ayle Barrack was burned by a patrol under 7.Bourke

'-xpogn. Ereparatlcnﬁrwere moving at this Tinme for morefﬁctive wo vk

by the I.R.A. Petrol was removed from a train o way fAf to Wewport,

and ‘stored in Owenwee bog. 3leepers were commandered from the

Railway for the building of gug=outs,

Black and Tsns areive in Westport:

" on the morllng of 2nd November 1920 Westport had its first
vigit by members of the new Black and Tan Force. MNost of the wanted
-men had been forewarned , and hed made good their escape before their
'house& were raided, On the morming of the ?nd, mo st of those men

ccllect&d on the top of lanwore Hill. ﬁmengst them were Charles

; Hughes of Westport, E. Moane of Westport, Charles Gavin, 7. Heavey,
'Joe Ring, J. McDanagh (all of Westport), Owen Hughes of lanknill

. and Manus Keane of Cloonskill, Capt. J. Duffy made arrangenents
for blllating, out in a few days the scare was aver, and some of

the older men, WEOSE houses were not reided, returned znd were nosg
aftarwards distarbed.

Raids for arms at Cloonskill:

From that onwards the task of forming an Active Service Unit
was teken more seériously, and & pumber of young men voluntesred
this service for full-time activity. Arms wers being collected at
Cloonskill, The full armsments of the Westpory Avrea at thig time
were B Service Rifles, 3 revolvers, 1. Peter the Painter, & good

3hot-guns and a great number of useless guns, 1500 rounds of .3%03
smrunition and 60 rounds of .45 ammmnition. The wilitary nearing
0f preparations belng made, sweoped down on Cloonskill cu the nig
of 23rd December 1920, They wanted the. Duffy breothers, as well
aa the arms, but found neither, They pulled down hay, vats, and
W&ll&, and even dug out the pits of potatoes in the fields, but of
ne avail. All they had for their trouble was o fal goose belonging
to Phil Lyon% of Cloonsklll, which one of fne soldiers picked up on




his bayonet.

On the night of the 24th they again vaided. During the raigd
Pat Bafiy arrived hom@ from America to find his home ocon pled by
the Black and Tans and his sons outlzwed. On the sape night Hughes,
 Keane's and Berry's were raided. The following morning (Christmas
- merniang) ﬁugﬂ3gﬂwa? Cha}el was surrounded snd all tne pecple
- questioned at the church door.

- Bt. Stephen's Night in Aughagower:

g On St Stﬁphen s night Aughagower was again visite The
”v1li&ge was surrounded about 11 p.m. as tne’ dance in tne }ucal nall
broke up. All the men were brought in front of the chapel to be
identified by some local R.I.C. men. On the same nigpt during the
”roundwup Joe Ring, John Dutfy, and Charles Gavin were having tea

i 5 Father MGHugh'a. P, Duffy and T. Heavey on their way to join
“them were: captured in front of a squad of scldiers, end as the
soldier's attention was directed towards Mark Scott of Ballygolman
'.and Jonn Reilliy of Leekaun, who were SB&ﬂdlﬂ“ against tue Pound
Wall, Duixy and Heavey escaped into tae 0Ld Smaveysrd, and workead
round agaln to Paiher McHugn's te give the word To wheir conpaniona,

That night cqrvey came in tor its terror raid, Moran's,
Henegnan's, Mulroy's and Scahill's being visiteg

éboum tnis time P. Dutty was accldentally wourided in the palm
0f the hand, which put him on the inacvive lisy tor sone weeks,

s Iuring those Christmas ruids Hugh keid ot Loappa Beg was

arrested. 5o also were Pat funuey ot Gﬂdﬁi@ﬂgu,_MiCﬂaej Turney,
bis brothner. dJohn Hastings ot Derryherbery and Brod. Mcloughlin
©of Qughty, Charles Gav;n, Westport was arrested in ¥. O'Connor!
'of Louéhlaon. Tom Bourke, Doon, was also srrésited.

Westport Active Service Unit:
During this time Michael Xilroy was teuring his ares selecting

men for his Active Service Unit. He started in thne Wegvtport distriet,
and as a result we had the following men compriging the Westport Unit:

Joe Ring 0/C, James Malone, Joan urfy, Joe Baker, Batty Cryan,
James Flanerty, "Nigger" Ainsworth, Jack cDonagh, Dau Gavin,

Ml. Staunton, P. Duffy, Jack Keane, T. Heuvey, John Collias, P. Pesrce,

“Laddeen” Hogan, “NManeen" Naught, J. Cannon, John Bradiey, Toa
- Basquill, James Dutfy, "Butch" Lampert, Rich «0yce. The above were
in additicn to the Brigade Staff made up of Michael Kilroy, . Moane,

-

Jd. Gibbons, J. K., Gibbons, T. Ketterick ana Jimitasne,

Louisburgh Active Service Unit:

The Loulswargh Active Service Unit was made up of the following:
P. Kelly 0/C. 4. Harney, J. Harney, Dan licNewera and Dan Sammon,
having only four rifles in the Louisburgh Ares,




Capture of Ammunition:.

About this time 2 rifles and %00 rounds of ampunition wece
taken from the military station inm the Distillery at Westports, aud
o few were boughtfrom goldiers.

Ampugh at Gloshpatrick arranged:

An =zmpush was aitempted at Gloshpaitrick on tne Louisourgn road
.dﬂ_St..Patrikk‘B'Day 1921, Michael Kilroy was in sonarge of boin
:fWest?qrt aﬂd'Lbuishﬁﬁgﬂ Units. The men withdrew on the following
- day, no enemy convoy hoving passed.

Shooting at Derrykillews
. Bhortly atﬁér tnis Michael Kilroy, Joe Ring ana Broddie (James)
: _Malcne_were travelling through Derrykillew when they encountered
- taree R.I.C. men. Shots were exchanged. Sergeant Coughlin was
. killed; Constablé Love was:wounded, and the other surfenderea.
On tas fbllﬁwing asy Dr. Madden arrived-and joined the Active
Service Unit at Anthony Judge's in Glasmask, naﬁing quit his job
as aeéistant.ta Dr, MeBride in the County Hospital. From toat
'&ay onwards,-ﬁr;'ﬁad&en became a favourite in the Westport Area.
ﬁS'a_resait;of Toe shooting at Derrykillew, tnree houses
were burned in Letterbrock, alsc Pat Cox's mouss in Cuilmore,
Drumain, ana Bd, O'Malley's in Carrowreevagii. In trying o estract
iﬁréxmation from Thomas Hastings of Derrynerbert, tne Black and Tans
ﬁuilea out half his moustache witn a pincers. Many pecple were
_beaten. Owen 0'Malley, Carrowreevagu, died some years later, as e
f'a'reéult o1 beatning received. :

'Accidaﬂﬁal Death or Jim Durfy of Prospect:

Wicnael Kilroy went on tc Newport and Castlebar to get things
fully'gaing in those areas. The'Westport Unit entered Wesiport on
geveral niguts trying to conbtact patrols in Tne Town. Moving inuw

Rockfield one ﬁight after a visit to Westport, Jdim butily of Prospect
was'accidentaliy killed by the discharge of & revolver during
¢leaning. The sccident took place in Austin Hastings house, ana
wes agood cause of sending Mrs. Hasting's to @n enrly grave, We
buried Jim on top of the little hill overlooking Cushen. The
Butlers, McGuires and Xerrigans nelped us wo carry nim across the
 Tields te Cushen. :

- 0 In ambush at Brackoon Bridge: .
i A few days later we took u? positibms ¢ the Leenane Roaa at
Brackloon bridge, navaing received information of intendazd troop
movements. Having stayed all morning and into the alternoon we
Treceived word that Tom HMceGuire O/C pHoutn Mayo was in #rouble in ]
the Bohaun ¥ountains, being surrounded by wilitary tollowing an i
engagement at Partry. We moved off to his assistance, and having 3]




arvived in Glenmask, round that the show was OV”i. We later leorned
that Paddy King and Phil Hallinan of GJﬁnmask was caplured,

 Plans were made to rescue tuem at Ballinrobe on the following day.
'Xt-was later learned tnaﬁ they had been taken %o Ciaremqrris, ana
ihe plans had tc be abandoned. A short ime after leaving wsohea,
three lorry-loads of military passed in from Lesnane, followdd hy

. 81x others fifteen minutes later. We were lueky toc have left.

The Islandeady Ambush: [

We took up positicn some time about Lst May at tne high wall
_near_the”ﬂalféway House on the Castlebar road, haviag inrormation
0k troops coming from Castlevar to Westport. Arrangemenis were
' being made with the Islandeady Company to block the road at
Gioonkeen wnen the convoy passed. As the convoy cams unexpectedly _
around the corner at Pair Hill, they saw some of our men exposed £
on the sky-line. They turned their cars while still about 800 '
:yarés away, and made away to Castlebar. Tney surprised the men
beﬁind'cutting the“rdad at Cloonkeen, Volunteers Lolly and 0'Malley
mf Islan&aady were'killed¢ Otheru were captured, while some escapted,
.~ The most notable escape of all was inatl of raddy Cammon {(sec. Board
7f of Heaith) who ran tnrough a hail of ballets, zou escaped unscratched.

Another Ascidental Death:

We were quartered & - tew days leter at Maineen and Ardigommon
wnen Voluntecr Marley of Glenhest was dcuidenuu;ly kilied coming
?ffasentry daty.. That night we laid him besxdg Jdim Dufty on the
iittle Rill at Cusgen, So far we were more danger to vurgelves
‘than to the enemy.

1 ﬂewport anc Castiebar Units:

' We were, a few days vefore these events, joined by the Newport
Pait and Castlevar Unit at Curvey, being billeted ower the townlands
of Gurv&y, Cordarragh ana Lernmore,

ﬁotab]e amongst the Newport men wsre Jdack Cornolly 0/C, Jdim Moran,
Larry McGovemm, all of wviranar. Danny O'Donnell ot Newport,

Faddy Doherty, Nick Gallagner, two Jim Brownes, Vol Staunton,

' Vol Geraghty, Jim ®felly, Vol. 0'Malley, Tap Corcoran, all of
Kilmeena,

The Castlebar boys were Paddy Jordan 0/, Jim MeEvilly,
“ﬁclly“ Chamvers, "Gas" Hughes, Jimmy Smith, J. Swift, J., Hughes,
Paddy Cannon, Maloney, Mark Killslea, and O°Bovle.

Bombs tnrown in Westport:

& While quartered in this ares a dance was aeld at Darly's
Cloonskill, on a Sunday nignt. During the evening Broddie Malone,
Jdoe Baker and Tom Ketterick went into wWestport, ano encountvered a
'patrol of 18 police in Altamount St. Bombs were tnrown, geveral
policemen were wounded, and three men returned safely.
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. moving: on some road.

-i,brnouﬂte¢ on udrnacldy ‘Road:

Abaut Tﬁlﬁ time, too, 10 men froum tne. Westport Unit on Patrol
‘morth o1 Wesuport enoouﬁterea three lorries of Blaek and Tans on
‘the Carnaclay road at Cumachow after night.

The surprise was complete on both sides. The T.K.A. ovened wiih
‘rifles; the Black snd Tans used bombs and rifle-rire. Afien Five
minutes both sides withdrew, the only nerm done being = pdliceman
'TWWBunaed. ' ' |
L The I.R.A. Unit spent the rest of that nigny on Sneesun Hill
hoping tne shots would siart a troop wovement rrom Castisbar.
:Bayllgnt Iouna thum in Jim Moran's of Durrygnrmdn, waen they sgain
“_ 30¢ned the main calamn

_Mla Kilroy sendslpatrﬁls into westport:

'The'compiete Brigade Unit fook up posttions again on the
asolebar-WQStport roaa a few days later, and nothing nappened.
_Ml.-Kliroy dec1aed on sending petrols into Wesnporn anu Newport,
:naplng to start sometning in eitner taﬁn, and get tne military

G Westpart patrol was in charge of Broddie Malone, and
:cnmprlsed of the Bufty brotners of Cloonskill, Beker, Flzherty,
EKedne Joyece, ana.stdunton. On arriving in Morrin's wood, the
,scguts from the ?eatport area notified them that a patrol of 18
nad gdne up Altaméﬁnt wtreet. Positions were taken up at tne
;GQnVeni'and a$~Malaﬁe’s forge. The enemy alsc must have had his
‘soouts out, as instead of returning; they went into Dr. O*Rourke's
'1n,A1tamJunt St.-and spent the night there., The I R.A. reuained

: untli dayllgut, wanduring wﬂy the Black and Tan forse did not
~come vack, ' '

_ Tha Nuwport patrnl unaer Ceptain J. Morsn had more luck, ana
contact was mace in whnich one policeman named Bourke” was xilled.

T g
The Kilmeena Ambush: il
: In the meantime Ml. Kilrﬁy with his Castisbar unit and what
was lefv of tne Wesipori and Newport units, took wp positions at

'Glooneen, Kilmeena, close to Knocknavola,Bridge. As Malone and

Hbran nad picked tneir best-armed men, Ml. Kiiroy was 1left widh =

mostly snot-gan men, anu adout twelve rifle-men. i
' Dwing to some Church function in Newport on the sane day, 2

- mamber of nuns were travelling from Westports by car. Ons car,

closely packed by Black and Tans, travelling venind the car

conveying the nuns, sllppe& througn the I.R.A. positions unnoticed.

One minute benind were travelling dwo lorries of Auxilisries,

which cams unuer fire. The car, wnich nad siipp,d by unncticed,

unloaded immedistely north of Knocknarola Bridge, and got into

3 QOSi*imn with machintmgun tire. ~Anotaer macnine was mounted in

front of Fether Brett'a, and againgt the crosu-fire, the suct-guns

of the I.R.A. were useless. The shot-gun men withdrew,




f tne rifle-men covering their retreat, In a few winutes Paddy Jordan,

”“ﬁdim McEv11iy, Jannﬂy Golllna mﬂﬂ P. Staunton were dead, Jack Cannon
--and O'Ha}laq wounded, Pearse a p?ismnﬂr,'&ﬂulﬁicuﬂpl Kiirov found

1nimself almost alone in flgntlng a rear-guard action, ana ns by his
a@arage that day saved disaster from becoming = holozaust. It was
later learned tnat some of the 1.R.A. men had falled asl Leep before
the agt 10n, &, preat cause of the enemy's bezag able o get nig

- 11_1‘_.&;-c}ﬂlm}«gum~ into a position to infilade ours, We were learning

s

thau war is not a game for asmateurs.

_ Hesnwhile, the Westport patrel resting at He. David Gibbon's N.T,
'Sandyﬁ¢ll heard the shots, znd made their wey immedistely through |
”,ﬁo$r13_s wood towards Kilmeena. They met “Maneen® Waugaton at
;Fﬁa%néqiay witn the bad news,

_ Ml. Kilroy took the remmants of his men towards Newpori into
--__;t_hé'- villagesof Skirdagh and Cloonchafinne., Two days later they
wers surrounded at Daybreak, snd had to fight their wey through

" i@to Glenlaura. In this action Vol. d. Browne of Kilmeena was

Rllled, the cammandingnof?lcer of the Black and Tens lost his life.
hiie (Mhe Westport patrol, having gone on to Rockfield after the
30 EWH of the Kilmeena disaster were joiuned there by Jchnuy Berry
b and Joe Walsh, WﬂO~had returned from England to join the Active
Service Unit. ﬁillie'walone arrived two days later as the news

of the Skirdagh sction came in. Joe Ring and “Ladeen" Hogan .
rejoined us the seme day.

: :Maal *raln h?ld up:

In. order to ease pressure on Mi., Kilroy at Newport, it was
decided to hold up the morning mail train from Westport at Meneen
~dn thehope +that some of our prisoners witn their armed escorts
would he abo&rd. the iine was blocked outside Menescn Bridge, ana
"Tadeen Hogen stcod on the line, and flagged the irain to a
”standstlll just in front of the barricade. There wérm neither
troops or prisoners abosrd, but we removed the meil-ovag for

gengorsuip. The day was pleasently spent in the leerpsrk wood N
:ﬂeﬁsoring letters. All letters were stamped "censored by the fﬁ,
1.R.AY We learned a lot that day, and realised that smiles and 7
applause are nod always indicative of good wiches.

 Drummin Police Earrackaurned:

1t was drawing on %o the end of May 1921, when we again
jo1aed forces with hl Kilrcy in the village c¢f Tonlagee.

On the night of.may 318t we moved across Curvey and Lanmore
ﬁﬁ tne viliage ot Oughty, where we remsined all day on June lst,
As evening fTell Michael Kilroy took about fifteen men with him
in the directioﬁ'éf Drummin Police Barracks. The rest were
dispersed on the Wéstport Road near Letter Brock. As n;ght tTell
we saw the Drummin Barracks burst into flame flluainating 2 LL the
'hllls around.




We again joined forces znd across the Drumuin bogs towsrds
5 :Berﬂyﬁlllaw, some of the boys ealling into McGovern's We were
” -_a1ways_we1cume.tﬂere,-and seldom missed o chance of ca;ling, when 2
' j.‘;fi:n the distriet. _ £

_'Ji‘he 'm,rmwkﬂmedy &mbusu.

] ‘We arrived at bladdy as dawn broke cn tha morning o1 June 2Znd.
-T&bout % o'clock in the afternoon the sentries notified the presence
_'of engmy forces on the road south of Garrowkennedy Dance Hall.

 The enemy were engaged in rounding up turf-workers, and compelling
them to dump thelr tarf into a road trench in order to fill it up
1o enable the lorries to cross over. The I.R.A. Unit stood to,
"whlle thelr officers d901ded what the likely enemy moves were to

be. It was fLrst assvomed that Letterfrack was their déstination
a8 a feir was b91ng neld theére on June 3rd. However, it was

'-5;declded 1o 1nterrupt them at Carrowkennedy, mhe*her th»y returned
fthat day or tha next.

The Active Service Unzt moved out of ‘1addy aeross the side

:o* biepmanagh 1ﬁtﬂ the vi 11 ge of Carrowkennedy. Teuporary
;_9031tlons were taken up, while Michael Kilroy, Dr. Madden und

3160@ Ein# looked fnr better ones in the direction of Thamas Nevin's,
' Broddie Malone was in charge of tne West tpert Unit, assisted by

- Duify end J. Bzker. Jack Lonnolly and Jim Morsn had charge

of the ﬁewport boys. The omly Castlebar man present was Paddy
];Cannmﬁ. R i

: Our ars c0n81ste@ of 1o rirles, a few SHOT~guas and

] revolver&.- Ve had & few home-made bowbs of 2 very srimitive type.
'ﬁe had abeut &00 r@unas of rifle ammunition, 25 rounds per shot-gun,
and zbout 12 rounds per small arm. The I.R.A. full realized that
day, that, if & haul 3L enemy war-material was not mude gsoon, their
activities as an Active Bervice Unit would be at an end.

The men in positions immedistely start preparing them.
Michael Sammon moulding potatoes near by vigorously protests tnat
rapbit-punters on tne previous sunazy nad ruined all pis walls, ' 5%
. ine look-out man reports the enemy zpprozching fast a + mile

~down the rcead. The rqar'df the Crossley engires of the high-vowered b
~arm-plated lorries was deafening. fThe 1.R.A. dived for positions, D

Kichael Scmmon gtill protesting and sbusing sll rebbiv-hunters in
general., The first lorry shoots around the corner; =2 volley of

'raxLe-flre,' the lorry stops, the dzlvex shot through the head.
Mickael Sammon &i$&pyemr; as ir the wind took him.

The otuer two lorries come 5o 2 stop in tron % ol Nrs. feGreal's
- without coming under any severe fire. They immediately try a sortie
-agginst our p@eition,"but are driven back, and teke refuge in

Mra. Mclreal's nouse,. :
] Tne firet lorey veing armous-plutec, tne only Taing ac;omplisﬂqu
. is the death of tné ariver. . The Slack ang Tars immeoiately wiart %”7
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to shell our pgaitionhwith rirle grenades. Fortunately, taoe range
Wﬁo long,-and thﬂf I&Ti about 10 yards in Tront of us.

iy Tﬁe unﬁmy atarts B0 ma&nlﬂvugun ousr pesision. A sharp-
fshooter qyc*u the maenrnu-gunnwx, andg senus g Bullet tnrough his
?-braln. &netner gunﬁer tries, and meets the swne Iate. A third
'“gtrles, ana he aluo dzes,' Prouw that onwzrd, no man rigiked touching
'that gun

Edwavd Moane with Jonnny Giobons anu some otairs nad by this
ime tiken ‘up positions on the Westport siae cf Carrowsennedy to

1nberoagt any. relnrcrcemenzs that mignt come from Westport. '

'_ihe-figntvwas.dragglng.on; a stalemate wag being reached;
 our ammunition was diminisuing. mne'Black and Tans, alttough
: 'tnelr position was uopele33, resolutely neld out. M., Kilroy
. realized taat notaing less tnan an assault on tne enemypositions
i Wsuia give him v1ctory and that much-wanted ammunition,

'Lf,Acuerdlngly John Buxfy with his brother ;aday,'anu Jack Keans were

'“ﬂﬁ_iyﬂsitlgnu, {ﬂ{jous n?ﬂ above, wile glVlng terrible covering
mre within Eb.yarag_of-the.enemy position, Johnny Durfy's purty

'J fﬂ¥aq the assault party redchus tne road, a whlte fisg is feebly

 fsant down on the rigut Tlank, Joe Baker wiin “Ledesn» Hogan anu

"“ﬁlgg ik &1ndwortﬂ on tne lext, to infiltrate betwesn the enewy
o

'_flra,'watcn tna pr@gre 58 of their assault parﬁies. Botn purties

'fiare'fixing bayonets, a bomb explodes in ﬁne-awmoared lorry, and

“'fwav:ng wmthln thu vanlcle. doe Baker'% party, secing that Jomnny
*;}Bufxy ﬂdB tne pcsitlan wull in naﬂd, concentrates on the enemy in

JTi_Waa refused.

ffﬁrs. MeGreal® s nouse. A policemen was sent to demmnd Thav
Mrs. HeGreal aua her children be allowed out ¢of the house. This

mhe macnlnc-gun caprurp& in the first lorry wa.g atruadj set
'up and trained on Hrs MeGreal's oy Jimmy Flsherty, an expert
“_gunnee ; &galn Eaﬁer called on the Black and Tans to surrender.
* Snould be ﬂaumnagaaagh, probably Mam na gPeeb ¢ch., “Ceasach™
mzy te a genitive ot "eceisv, ‘Tae place is between Drunmin ana
becanvey.' ' '

CATter a few minutes this request was coaplied wiwh, and tourteen
more prisoners were takern.

The I.R.A. immediately set about collecting ail tue arms AN
: ; {

equipment. The haul yielded 25 rirles, 1 Lewis mecnine gan sna :
28 revolvers,'ﬁo;nanamgranades, H000 rounds of .%0% ang 500 rounas
  q£ revolvér ammun tion, with much other useful material.

~ The three lorries were burned. One policemen wag chQatcnud
t0 bring bpiritual and medical aid to tne dying snd wounded befor
the 1.R.A. agein went pack to Claddy, where they enjoyed a much-
wanted meal. | .
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" Keroplanes give chase

_'_Thutlﬂlght tnay moved westwards through the wiilages of
'f%ﬁerryharbewm'aﬂd Drummin, arriving at toetop of Haumacassir,

-Qf?gt-ﬁayib?aak; As they sat there they could see the rirst enemy

. planes $earcning-arauna Carrowkenriedy, Help did not arrive for
'}tnﬁ'eaptared British Force uniil b a.m. on the 3rd »f June, ana

*;Ethen only sfter the position had been thorougnly scouted by tne

;Ialr Force.

Pat Joyce of BurleSJ gove tne Tlying colamn a hearty welcome,
fana in ce¢ebratloﬁ of the victory, killed two sneep. The coluan
 spenf Tt day and tne next in the townlands of Durless, Boris,
 anq_‘arxigal, afterwards moving on te Greggaunvsuy and Aillmore
viillages. :

:  While we were sately passing the time ia the "West" the
Britisn Forces carried out a thorough rounu-up in the Tourmakeaay
tﬁarea, ‘being 1nformud Dy Peter O*Malley of Uladdy tnat we had gone
in that ﬁlxﬁctlon.. They soon started to direct tneir attention o
_5the "Wegt“ ana when thny got on our track, relentlessly pursued
us fer a uonth over half Hayo, always about a day behind,

 }f?ﬁé Farsuit over half Wayo:

After Leaving'ﬁillemoru we moved on to Delphi and Glenamarrs,
Prom this we travellea througn Brrif, shraneea, and Rocktield till
we arrived in Derryloughran, anorth-esst of Newport. The following
:nl Ny Ionnﬁ us at Coolnabinna at tne foot of Nephimmore. Ve got
word tp¢m-even1ng that large enemy rorces had sarround the Newport
 area. That nigut found us in Derrymartin in the Brougnadoon Area.
-Again we heard of tne enemy in our rear, |

wnile'in berrymartin J,. J. Leonard took 2 photograpn of the
‘ooluwmn, woich $ncluded practically all tne man on sctive servige
“then, barring five men on sentry duty.

Prom Derrymartin we moved o the otner siue of adaergoole
Parish, and remsined u nigis in Cuilmullagn. From tuere, we passed
ap tae Winuy_Gap, remaining in Sheensun and waanvallywveg for a day..
The hext'nigut we arrived at the house or Cept. vtaunton oi tne
Criziin Coy. '

After spending a night in Crimlin we moved a few males to thne

villages of Laragen Gort. About 2 a.m, the s2niries reported the
village being surrounded by large forces of military, all men were

called, ana infiltrated turoagh tne enemy cordon, Ywo men, sleeping
in Howland's, tor some reason were not called. fnere are 9 NoGets

in the viliages 0f'Gort'ana-Laragan. Twenty—?wur of these houses

*ware searched, all exuept Rowlana 2, whicu micn. uﬂVCt sng P. Duizfy

lept,_ancon001oua of all the excitement arounua them,

T S e e R £ L e R S S e L el T T ) e Ll i




From there we went to Shinnagh in the Parke area.
i The GH*J remarﬁabie thing about this place was all tane "po been”
imadc taere at tne-il&e. our next atop was Carracastle, neay Bohola,
. where we were royally entertained. From there we moved into ‘ i
dTuBbdﬂﬁﬁﬁagh and Tooramin, nearer klltlmagn. Tnis peing a paor 5
area, maverially and natlonai‘y, we left there to be next billeted
1n tne v1llagps ox Prlzan and Tawnagh in the Balla area.
' The British wers still raiding one day benind us.
From thnere We sfayed nights in the following villages:

i ”loonsanna ah, near Brrew honastery,l.Bamogs, Burcam: ond Devlisn,
jarrlv;ng at Ton;agee 0ﬁ~Saturday night July Znd 1921. at,Tonlagegjf
Pou Luade& of Gurvey bruaght us word that tne Britisn nad snecamped

au hlll&WdJl&,'benlﬂd ua.

. We leit Tonlagee, ana came on to Lammore. About two hours
aftar arr1v1ng tnere, we got word agsin by Tom Imuden thut a farther
',7¢amy had been set - up on ine Ballinrobe road a% Coolougnra wridge.

_ We seb out aga:n for Dwenwee spending all day Sundey in
’jI:Grlckaunlﬂny and Treabiaur. A11 day sSunday, wording kepi arriving
*fj ;a? military pourmng into Wesiport. On sunday evening tne military
2 :$em up a further aamp at Brackloon bridge, a mile frsﬁ'us. As 1%

e was relidblf reg@rted &t the time that tne Bri tish had 20,000 troops
“in Msyo, ana practicully all concentrated in tne Westpuri Area,
"; 31gﬁaei K;Lroy.deﬁlded 1o dlsnand_hls.unlt:of % men, and instructed
Tinem to-infiitfate tarough the gneny lines, and if at all vossible
avold cap%n;e; uAﬁcaxﬁingly, we broke up into small units of from

two o six men, and sach wnit moved oft tor themgalves.
" Joe Baker's Uniu:
One uniz wus made up of Joe Baker, William Malone, Joe Walsh,

'Dam Gavin, Tom Heavey asna P. Duffy. As this is the only one I have
personal knowleonge of, their {rouble will give an icea uf the

cautivities of the forces ronged against tnew, Deciding that
MeGoverns in tue Drummin bogs was the salest place on eartih, they
-afrlved there at about 1 z.m. on Monway moraing.

aAbous twenuvy migutes later the clatter of norses' hoofs was
heard, asd as the six men escaped over the garden w 11, the nouse
was surrounded by abeut twenty-iive cavalry-men., The six men

proceeded to Lettermaglinskin, snd were followed some distance by
"~ the soldiers, who gaw their tracks in the dew cn the Frass. From

Lettermaglinsgkin, Baker took his men on to snesiltry, ana as the
day ovroke, the six men were asleer near ﬂ““ﬂ@‘achfﬁ.

A fire wap noticed in MePherson's garden, and . Duffy went

to invewtigate. He found on the other gide of the garden wall
an endampment af ﬂundreds of soldiers.

The six men started to creep away, but F. Duily oecume cut
1:off from the other five, when six lorries passed ob the rosd
“_fb@tw en tnem, the lasti lorry towards Kllﬂore, the other over
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2 eve“ few minutes ' We turned back, and went into Srahsea, arrivin
e J

A Sheaffry Mill.

PoDuffy ealled to Cuilmore to Pat Cox, 'who was sleeping on
‘hay in a barn at the time with his nine small cr* ldren, lis nolee

‘having been tarned some time before,

; The_ﬁir Force wasVVEry active, plenes fiying low ohserving
11 moV&m*nts-eﬁ the grouﬁﬁ The military started to search
ibuilmore, anéd P, anf? had again to move, this time in the direction
5of Perryberoert, On arriving elose to Dercynerbert ns noticed
*mllltary ag&lm-seérchihg that village. He ook ¢over in some
fwﬁiﬂs, end slepﬁ-fpr_gome time. On swsking, ne went to Flynn's

in Perryulra, where he hed something to eat. On ¥r. Flym's bt
~advice he went to bed, FPlynn stating that he would keep & gccd
watch, and that there was no danger in suchan oui-cf-the-way place,
'_F1f+eew minutes late?, however, he was called, oe o girong Yoree
'?waa:auvannlng-aQTQSs=the bog from Lackdeirg. He had to escape

' o €

_thro"vh 'window, and take cover in a "seoch" of potato stalks
fln uﬁe-gard&n; The search over, he went on 1o Hoban's of Zrrif,
 ”®ﬁere he again met_ﬁoe'ﬁaker and the five other men, woo has cowme
by Tawneyard via Mark MeDomnell's to Erriff,

: We went from theré-ﬁa Kearms's of Derrinkee, and were sbout
ito'sit_dQWn1to e¢at, when about twéntymfive horse-scldiers came

lﬂﬁ&and by'funney'ﬂ_af'Derrydroff, and proceeded in the direction of

QDébriﬁkee; However, berore reaching Derrinkee they turned back,
as the road was impassable.

That night we tried to cross the Slievemsnagh Mountains, but e
found the nldca covered wiin soldiers, who S0OT 0TI Verey lights i

'at Tom Gusack‘s abﬂut ‘an hour before dawn. Tom was very suspicious
_of us when he heard Joe Baker's WNorthern aceent, and refused to

give any information whatever. However, when daylight came, sna
when ne rGCugmlzLd sone of us he was willing to do anything for us.

The alrnlanes were out again early that morming, We lay &n
some whins by the Sraheen River, and slept ali aay. We peuoved our i
socks before going to sleep, asnd left them out to dry. When we E;
awoke we found the Sraheen cows had ezten the socks - s game the '
Sr&heen-daws are very good at.

We spent the day at 0'Donuell's of Ayle, and everytning was
very quiet, We méve&'on to Jonn Moran's o1 Veerpark crn thursdey
_mdrniﬂg, 2na out tor a few military lorries flying sround, we had
“g very guiet day. That night we succeeded in getting some socks 5
from Tom Ludden, whe wag our oificial gtore-keeper, '
On Friday morming, military moved along the Survey rosd
towards Castlevar for hoursy leaving their camp at Carrowkennedy,
and other points. We watched their columns of armoured cars,
tanks, atillery, hor 3es; and zbfanfry nove alcng the read Tor hours,

and were thenktul the pressure was being lifted.
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i On arriving at Cloonskill that evening we found a dailg paner
' wjth news of truce to take effect at 12 o'clock on the following
Monday. oy
__? Durlng aatarday ana sunda 3y wore of the boye cams in, and we
'“jJWEre dﬁl;ghteﬁ-tnai ot one man nad heen captured during the whole
ilael, ' ' ;

o On.Mondag mornlng we Dar ed, each man f““ nis own home, littile
_ .jthinﬁlﬁg that in less tnan one year, our arm, would be lLurned
' agzinst one snother. ' |

AB reﬁdrd documentu and such, any that were in existence were

sent to the Pension Board some years ago by claimants for pensions.
'There maj ne. Jet 5pm» ayound, anu ii I come scrosw any I spall led
Jou know.

on

_ The redl soidlarq or tne whole campalgn were ihs women, who
;caoked, washed, darned, dﬂd fed the coliumn, The women, in many
1cases-were better soldiefs than their husbands snd sons, and 8id
. more 1o Pncouragc the I.R.A. to contime in what looked like a
fsrlorn nope..

= 4

_ I woula like %Yo pay tribute to a few women in thig parish
whoge service was outstanding:

Larmore: . Mrs, Berry, Mrs., Dufly, Mrs. Flynn,
Cordarragh- : gre. lLaveile, Mrs, McGuire, Mrs. Tuony.
Cuarvey : rs. Heneghan, Mrs. Moram, Mrs. Grady.
Lecksun : ¥rs, Reilly, Mrs. Kerrigan,
Deerpark : HMrs. Woran. i
Koigh d Mrg. Gavin, Mrs., deGuirg.
Berryerofy ¢ Mras. Tunney ‘
Knappa Beg : Mrs. H. Reid. i
This is only an incompliete record of things I have z knowledge
of, and is not to be taken as a complete reccrd of I.K.A. !
soetivities in Weat Mayo.

B L e e T R S L M S
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