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PART 1
THE AWAKENING
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Perhaps in dealing with the National movements of my experience

it would be ®itting to explain some of the National ef&?rts‘éf the past
Pl JM

which led up to and,produced the Rovements of .our time.

& Some of us who have besn_on "Active service' were very young when
-
the 1798,09§¢g;ery Lommemaration took place. Most of our boys were
not born ¥or years after. ; b ;
S e : aq-fl;’ﬁ_")b.‘:?ﬁ At *

*In preparation for the Centenery Celebrqfions aIif%§§g?TIreland

there had been a lot of meetlnga, writings and publlcatlons”EﬁEE? the
bk
1798 rising. In the newspapers of the day many of therfﬁﬁéﬁe*deeds

of '98 periodmwena writtan-up, particularly the noble stan&ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁiby the

¥

many leaders was well published.
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" The youn@ schoolboys of our. time vied with aach other aB to. _who

- knew most about any one, or all of the '98 Leaders. -There was certainly
a long liat 1nclud1ng - Tone, Emmet The Brothers Shears, Henry Iby McCracken,

5 [
Russell "The man from God knows where" stec.,

#hd can render this 'resitation sbout Russell ang ‘kéep a dary eya°

There wag in addition Fr. Murphy from Wexford, Kelly The boy from Klllane e

L

e i i
and very many others. ; T R
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In the %eat General Humbert's landing at La;can in Killala Bay
gayeloause for a further outburst of Hatiﬁnal enthagiasm.

N The energetic display of the firéf Iri#h boyar(who were handed .
théir rifles) caused the General to realise that they were entirely untrained.
They tried to display ﬁhqt they could do w{qq1thc Sasanoght's headowhen they
should come up with them. #hat a pitiable situation. Humbert's :
exclémation when he saw thqﬁidea that those acfions-rep?esented -

"Phe Lord save me from those len'. Yet those were the boys who saved him

from the British a few days later in Castlebar, together with his own ability
88 a general. ) i 5
Those were our Ancestors. ¥hat a deploreble situation for the

decend@iég of the "Ipland of Scholars & Saints". What an achiewsment
for the civilising influence of Brittom, to have our people reduced to such

conditions. Is this in itself not enough to excite resentment ih the hearts

of all thinking men.
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. .lay broken and bleediné She looked for good men in the West', Yes, and
she found them in thousands.
Hunbert's landing in Killala Bay with only 1925 men all ranks, and s
some spare arms, was enough to set the West on fire. This little group
f formed a rallying point to which the men o£ Conmau -ht flocked iﬁ their
thousands. (This was = matter of history repeéting itself.) Just in
i the same manner the men of Connaughtjglocked to ériun;Boru almost B0O0 years
i before in his preparation for the National Figh; ut Clqntaff in 1014.
What g glo;@ous traQition_:a?_@E? men af Gognagghé, q(gﬁt some

will whisper, if they feel safé, sbout ‘the West Asleep).
The. Irigh and French successes at Killala, Ballina and Gustlebar

_iere something to be proud of. _As the song says of the "Races of Castlebar"

7 MIn @ 40 mile race sure they never cried hault".
. We can not ibvérlook the disaster that befell our Irish Army at
Eallinamuckf Notwitha#anging fpglpggh fgﬁcea of British military then
i mobalised at Ballinumuck we have it £EQQed dpwn_ffom our Aﬁdestofs,'that, =
.but for the Yreaty of surrender arranged by the French on the field of Battle
., .the Irish insurgents would at least have got away, if not sctually defest the
L ‘Britfish. - We have been told they could actually do that hag they been
4 ; given a chance. .The Castlebar succeas left ;hem.;itg very high hopes.
Having listened to all those historic ?toriea%told and re-told
i over & period of two or three years, the ﬁoungstera of our time could not
miss having & spark of the Nationality which aﬁimated the '98 period.
In additioy our Pq;ish isuin_éight of the “Wingy—G;p, the rout taken by -
Humbert with his combined Fremch and Irish Forces in his advence on Castlebar.
This was relafed to us as & great historic evemt. . Also we had a school
teacher? Mr. John Casey N.,D. God rest his soul, who would remind us of our
? ancestors and what they suffered. The men of'98 and the Imish Fenians.
But in later years he fearei and lamented the bddadd of Irishmen seemed to
/ be getting cold. |
Talks like this_wouid cause us youngsidrs to dream and wonder if
there was any chsance of something of a Nutional Military nature likely to
] happen in our time. If so what part would we take in it.? were we to

be ruled by the foreigner for ever.? ias the responsibilisy fal;}ng on

1

our shoulders.? Were we to be submissive all our lives? Are we really

inférior to other nations?.
A

)
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« This teacher was among the first orgunisors of the Irish Language
v Snalod
I Clzsses in\Newnort. Those classes were kept going without a break until

1916, , andAsubh clusses had, I understand, the same continuous record
throughout the County Mayo.
The Jrish Classes were a great help towards the developement of
B genu@ng.N;tional outlook and an enconragement to the younz men who were
asking ; Why should our country be subject to any outside power. \;,'tW?-
At that period also even the children insisted on keeping the step
when two or more walked together, whether en business or pleasure. Those
Wl ey s

ideas parsisted for years after the Cantnery,of 1898. Then the Bore way

“A B
fC"’V‘w\- Corpas, huans "'-‘f't
created a freah wave of enthusiasm for a further numbe® of yeara until the

.'.'I 4, _I

poor Boars were defeated about 1902,
o Then in 1908 te got in touch with Arthur Griffith's paper, Sinn
= Fein, which warmed the hearts of all the boys who read it. This paper
certainly engendered a great National outlook and hope in all Irishmen who

f_

were in touch with it.
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4 little later about 1910 we got "Irish Freedom" a paper which
nade us feel that after aull there was "some good men and true in Ireland
stiil®, The editor was Sean MacDirmod and I need not leave you in
doubt but that there was enough of sedition printed in that paper to
please any Irishman.

dbout 1910 also the Hibernimns Board of Eirn were started in our

district and almost all the young men in the Parish joined it.

In 1911 we hadf the famous Fr. Manus Sweeney Commemoration. sl

After roughly two years some of us became dissatisfied with the type
of men we had in the orgunisation so we formed another branch of the
Hibernians called the "Anmerican Alliance.
With the help of a good organisor we got this organisation extenddq
over a large part of West Mayo. The result was yhat'on St.Patrick's Day
1912 about two thousand young men paraded in Westport. _ .
This organisation continued very sitrong in West Mayo until the
volunteergwas well established. Shortly after that a number of us were
invited imto the I.R.B.(Irish Rapublicah'Bfothe:hood) in 1914 which seemed
to be strong im the Westpori district for a lomg period. To Bay it
persisted from the old days would perhaps be more cﬂrrecf._ 20
I attended several meetings of the organisation ambmm in the Westport
distriet for a period of about three years. From 1913 to 1915.
A few organisers called during that period. Aﬁout 1914 Sean ﬁcDermot g;é%ﬁ?

on ug in the Newport district. He told me that according to the Fenian

 records - of the three best organised districts in Ireland, two of thenm

were in the Newport Baftalion area. Those districts were Tiernaure and
Xilmeena.
This was information of which I have been very proud ever since

and I cherish that knowledge very highly,

From my experience the I.R.B. and the Irish Volunteszra seemed fo
draw sirength #nd encouragement from each other._ Préaumably because the .
Volunteer activities was the oven express.on of bot™ roveuents.
The older men in many districts were very proﬁd when they wistneussed

the activities of the younger generation.
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In the harvest of 1913 a small number of men in the Newport district
had a meeting at which it was decideu to send a letter.to the press asking
for the formation of a Hutional Arnmy. This was some time before we heard
anything either of the Ulster Volunteers or the Irish Volunteers.

Later that year.of 1913 when Carson got the arus landed at Larne in
defifnce of British law a few of %s deéided to get nur’rifleé s quickly
as possible so we paid for three rifles and 500 rds. oflammunitiop,

Towards the end of 1913 after the arms landing at Larne the Irish
Volunteers werse bsen rapidly formed throughout the whole coumiry. I attended
the first meeting called by Colonel Maurice Hoore %o form the Volunteers in
Mayo.

I beliaie.this meeting was held in the Foristers Hall Castlebar inm
December 1913 abiout 8 p.m,. There was a good attendance. I can new
remewber only Colonel Maurice Moore; somé'of:%hg’Ryggé anq_T,S,'Mnclair.
Moclair raised so many Treasons or objections why we would not start the
organisation at once, that ﬁé failei to make any headway end had to adjourn.

Very shor#ly afterwords local Companiés were formed throughirt " $he whole

kN

From records I know that e company of I. vo{untee%s WFs orzanised
and established in Newport on lst Feb. 1914. This Newport Company,ﬁaﬁich
was up o full strength, and with vérious a;d peculiar ebbs and flows, kept
going until the cease fire in 1923.

When this Company was ¥ormed and for some yeara prior to that
there was very serious differemces between the old United Irish League
and the Junior leegue.

This Juniom League was Eomposed mostly of the young men of the
parish, with our older suppofters‘and friends. Ve were just after failing,
byg a few votes, to take over the whole working of‘the U.I.L. in our Parish.

In addition there was a lot of opposition between the two branches
of the Hibernians (Board of Eirn and Amerisan Alisnce) when the Volunteer Cé.
was started on the 1lst Fedb., 1914. Almost all the American Aliasnce men
refused to join the V.Co. (Again because of the men that composed it}

Those conditions persisted until Redmond's nomineas were expelled

by H.Q. executive on 24th Sept. 1914. Wher that happened there was a

cleevage in Hewport V.Co. as elsewhere.

>
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From the date of re-orgsnisation this Co. never lost ground uatil
the cease fire 1923. All tﬁe men in the "Americen Aliance'" united with
those who remg§;dd in the I.Volunteers after the divisiom.
A County meeting was calle. soon after and a Mayo Brigade formed.
Mréﬁ@{ Joe McBride was elected Brigadier,

¥r. ML. McHugh, Vice Brigadier.
Mr. Dick Walsh, Adj. and Organisor
Mr.Ml. Eilroy, Q.M..

Pick Walshe was also our representative on G.H.Q.

Open air drilling was now a ;egular feature in the evenings and every
Sunday. I acquired, about this time, ome Tm.m. rifle im splendid condition
with 40 rounds of ammtinition and two .32 rgvolver? with 50 rounds of smmunition.

John Redmond and his Perliamentary Party were very busgy about this
time getting the Home Rule Bill through the British Parliamenti or as was
aarcaétically termed "On the Statute Book"“%t no far distant date.  This
was & bill in which quite a large portion of our popu}atiun had no coafidence.

At the tims John Red@ond, understanding,the feeling of our young men,
felt Shet he should have a controlling influence on the Volunieer executive.
He made this_requeét early in 1914, which was eventually met by accepting

10 :

. oF T 6
In the mesntine the olddr leaders of the VQlunteersqpurchagQg 1,500

25 of his nominees.

rifles and smmuaition in Germany. Those were landed safely at Howith and
Kilcool, Co.#icklow im July 1914. This landing of arms was productive of
high hopes and much rejoicing throughout the whole country.

T believe it was in the harvest of 1914 the Castlebar Company
succeeded im getting about 25 rifles. The Compuny muade a very impressive
display when on public parade with those rifles. In wy opimnion those parades
done the Volundér organisation a great service, particularly the display and
drill on the sports gwound at Oustlebar was very impressive. I remember

also a very fine display of theirs on another occasion in Achill,
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The Europeaquas was declared in august 1914.
Wnen this happened Re:imond started recruiting for the British

Army. Tnis.at once brought about a crisis in the Volunteer organisation,

which now numbered close oa 200,000 men.
The Irish Volunteers at omce expelled the Redmond nominees who

0 L '-" .
were om the governing body of the movement. Thie division and the
discouragement it caused reduced the number remaining in the-;rish._

Volunteers to a small fraction of the original numbers. I presume gery

parish in Ireland had its division ms we had eurselvea in the West.
Even after this grave setback the I. Voluntears ai—onoo—axpellsd—tho

continued to traim, arm and recruit as best they could.
when Briton was hard.pressed on the Zuropean Bettle front there

was a cry for more and still more mem. Thig was kept up for & long time.
I& fairly turned the heads of the Shauneens ir this country. One cou%i%z? .
see the grave worry writtem plainly on all their fzces. There were.Ibagikfr-
of ca£ch—criea for recruitiig freely used, such as ~ Irelund must &t leust
keep the breaches filied in.the,ranks of the Irish réglments ut the Fromt.

Yes, and the guicker they would come the faster Britoa would feed them to

the German guns.

Those cries failed to have the desired affec;, go they talkked about
conscription in case we did mot come up to scratch. Any suggestion of this
rature only helped our I. Volumteer efforts in the organlsatlons.g

The first Irlsh Yolunteer comvention was ‘held in the Abbey Theater
or 25th Oct.,1914. T nttendad this Comvention as a deligate from the
Newport Company. The cgnrantion lasted for two er—mere days.

It wes arranged one of those days that the Tublie Brigade would have a
"March Past" by the ibbey. Eoin Mclleill taking the Salute. The convention
suspended business while tais was tuking place. i

Muny of the Companies were dressed at that sarly stage in their
New CGray-green uniforms. It was & thrilling sight for ne. I can aiways
visualise that magnificient display. The first of ite kind I witﬁesaed.
They set a wonderful exumple on that occasion end their proud bearing wus a

delight to behold. I had a great feeling of well-being as a result of what

I witnessed.
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The Brigade must be at full strength even at that eaxly stage, as

the Murch Past of Company after Compeny seemsd to be endless. The whole

turacut wae most imprdssive.

May God bless the boys of 1514.

2 gt g
In 1915 I secured three rifles and 500 rounds. of 383 ammm.:i:l;'.f.cm':.w.J
Or teking over those guns I had a fumy experiénce wifh-the men in
charge of the Q.M. sﬁo?es.. “InDublinhs-Fair Qify" ne.leQ?)Ilgot a
delivery note for theﬁ from.Sean McDermot.in De O'Lier Stey- it was
at nbght so I went directly to the atore in Hardwick St., There wesS 8
man‘on guard. He was looking over the street ;owards me, whistling and
beeting time with a rod on the railimg. The atreet was qemi—dark and I
was light on foohﬁ , I also had rubber heels on. I_passed the guard but
sudderly wheeled im behind him so that he did not notice me until he heard
me knocking on the deoor at his elbow. Yhen the dooT was opexed slightly

the man on guard ducked in.ﬁider'tﬁa 6ther mung arm. They all got -2 fright

as they felt sure I was o deteciive. ﬂ&é$ﬂrwafﬁ5:3§;§:3513:E52thﬁi:i;ﬂzé_

.

speech in the first few seconds, but on producing Sehn McDermot's JF note

the whole matter was ironed out at once. ATterwurds they told me that I

was covered from inside by other men. £y

=

In april 1915 we had Diarmud Lynch visiting the vartous tentres
in the County Mayo. He afterwards called a Co. Meeting im the Westport

district. As for as I cam remember ithis was about the middle of May 1915.

At this meeting I was selected to represent Co.Mayo.
Mr. Lynch then summoned & Provential meeting ir Claremorris, roughly
ol d

23rd May. He oame there but was not able to remain more than a few

N

minutes. His mother had just died and he had baniy time to catech his

train for Cork.

This was & disappointmenrt to all of us boys, meeting for the first
time under I.R.B. Auspices. We had an exchange of views, however, on the
state of the organisation in general all over the various Connaught centres.

In partioular the strength in each district and the Irish Volunteer activities

were discussed.

A
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Satisfaction was expressed at the vigour of the Volunteer organisation
aud the rapid progress which was been made inuall quarters of the Country.
The one weak point expressed by all - if only we could get arms fast enough.

I visited several of the towns in Mayo on behaif of the I.R.B. and with
the help of local men, a few additional recruits were secured in several
localities including.Ballaghaderreen, Kiltimagh, Castlebar, Ballina, #festport,
Claremorris and Newport.

Once I had occasion to visit Alec McCabs, N.T., in Kesh, Co.Slizo.
Amother occasion took me ito Castlereagh om an ordinary bdyciclg of a dirty
damp Sumday morning. Those meatings ware usually small but the incentive
rained 53 asseciation with.men so far apart, and ﬁf such a.aplendid and
patriotic Natiomal outlook was surely very éncouraging. This was particularly
éo because of fhe attraction the I.Volunteers orgemisetion was proving to have

for the young mem of the whole coumtry,
During the Summer und Harvest months of 1915 muny Volunteer Pfruining caumps

were established by Genaral Headguarters. P.J.McDonnell, Leename Col Gulway

and myself attended one of those Canps.whidh lasted 14 days. It was held ir

the Glen of Aherlow and started om the 15th_othuguat. The training and

lecturep were most valuable to all of ua, while the association with men from

the other countieiyas very interesting. McDonneia and I oycled mést of the
f om Newport.

way in both directions. The moraing of our atart/we had brezkfast in Tuan

at 9 a.m. To us who had mot travelled much of the country up:to then, we

found the varied scenery in each of the countiles most sirikimgiffexpecially

the beautiful wooded districts.

After our returm home from this cawp we gndeavoured to enrry out
classes for imstructions im the local Company areas. The réfieﬂiwe hag
secured were a great asset to us in trainimng the young men, most of whomg
never had an opportunity of learnimg the mechanism of a rifleprior te this.
The chance now offering was eugerly availed of by the men of the leocal
Companies,

OUR Brigade had regular monthly meetings and accounts were regularly

checked up &t those meetings. In the intervening weeks Dick Walshe visited

the various Companies with a view of checking on the uctivisies of the orgunisatin

and encouraging further developement.

R
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L g6l yith arms
I understand it was in 1915 the Castlebar Compuny mobell
wed OT
to take part in some partdcular function. This function was gelsd the

. in

postponed with the result that the riéfles were foolishly Btﬁ"ked
i . tolen
Runey “Hall for the night. During the night the rifles were g

and our Volunteers were naturally very unnoyed. They e;u.lape"te(1
w8 gited

guilty party but could do nothing about it, so they sat tight and
. gaatlebar

their opportunity. Besides suspecting the party who stole B

re storeds 84

rifles there was also a strong suspicion as to where they we
our Adj. had this suspicion also.
arding

red
There had been mome failure abdut delivering word to MaY°

the Fg riging of Bwter Week. This left many & group Ain Meyo vers

tled

disappointed. Our adj., D:l.ck Walshe was also in the same gisg™"
N whet

predicument at Balla. He went for a walk on the Kiltimagh rosd
suddenly = .Qaatlebar car ra.eed past him towards Kil‘bimagh-

least some of the men in the car also, 11'. flaahed into his mi

11a &8
were going for the Castlebar rifiles. E.‘e re’curned at ohee to BP

de.
ot
got & few of hie men together with some small arms and waited ar

2 tel for

' i ]
He correcily surmised that they would surely call there to the B
° " » f‘ti the
a dring on their return.' - This was exactly what fhey did and 1e
car filled with rifles outside the Hotel door without 2 guard o

protection whatever. ' This wab right into ‘our boys barrcfw. o
es
p e

Diok Walsh took possesaion at once but he had not al
FEve to

removed when Mocleir and his palls came out, for their me:l‘ry
i inko
Castlebar. Instead they found themselves staring bewildered * )
. . { their
Dick ¥alshe's revolver. Dick told those boys what he thought.

castlehar

conduct and after removing all the rifles he sent them off to
in disgrace.
' . 4ish Forces
About 20 of those boys offered their service to the pri

Baster Week in Castlebar.

ch all
e
Castlebar, Jestport, Newport.and West Galway kept in e -
)
= 1-".
the week. Westport men got impatient and went for a rout-mare®
g, 1.0 exd

result of this was they had all their numes checked up by the

there were

ce
spent 2 long term in prisen after the rising. As a conasequel

- 3 eno ther man

ven men standing-to in Newport day and night for the week and
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and ancther man part-tihb prectiqg_a call gll the week.
¥

&

JohﬁrKilroy of Newport cycled down to Dannel Figgus ﬁho was staying
in the village of Pullogh in Achill.,  Mr. Figgus gave John a lﬁng staiement
of address on iwo sheets of foolscap about "Reaping Vietory" A Mr.Joyce

'whom Figgus sent with another dispatch some day later to us was.arrested
outside Newport. o

The Newport Volunteers got very good information every morming of
Easter Week from the Railwuy men and oolther oceasional sources.besides.
¥e got very impatient looking across at the local-R.I.C. Barracks which is
ofifosite our house. Eventually ufter a cﬁuncil of war it was decided that

we_wgg;g‘gqgggégcp.ap armour gar and_griép,tq_mublin,_ Beipgncoachbuildera

thié would not present any sericus difficulty to us at the time. There was

a new Sunbeam car in.the. Parish. . .Qur idea was to seige this, then go out

with our rifles and.tools,. tear .down. the a:mour—plating on the Railway brldge'

take i% to the workshop and conatruct our car bod;
we went to bed fu the flrst tlme that week on Thuraday night with
a view to getting up to worL early next ﬁﬁ&;“ On friday morning we got the
sad news that the City wus on fire and a gun-boat up the Liffey shelling
the City. This forced us to decide against our'Armoﬁr-car idea fof the time
: » -

being.at least. )(Pn Friday ﬁorning also one of the Newport yﬁﬁngaters ran

all round the twon shoutzng - Hurra there is a shﬁp up the hhffey angd,
"Liberty Hall" i=s ahelled . This was very dlsappalntlng to us, having to

realize thai one of our own children could sink %o such depths as to rejoice
at the destruction of his own people and country. What mentality had the

people who reared him and whers did such tripe origimi“he‘i/‘( M@/’ e

From that morning on one bad news followed another so that we were

left in 8 very depressed state of nlnd. Qur czuse lost once more even though.

very many like onrselvas were armed ‘and stunding idle, while a few others had
40 make superhuman effort and fail in the attempt. What e sad period for all
Irishmen who had been working in the Nationsl interests. Just becauwse our
communicatiﬁn system was weak the widespread national effort was lacking
and we failed. &

This was clearly proven in the succeeding five ye;rg when the

enemy were in a much stronger position to handle a rising. The Furopean

waer being over. etd., U . unwippp

b 5
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uizubig problem’now following the "Easter Rising was to dispose-of -

our arms, ammunition and .eggipment. We expected raids immediastely so

we had a most anxious weekuntil the job was most thoroughly completed
wd R

-

to our satisfaction. -
°  We knew of the raids and arrests elsewherg, so we spent days and
nights watching and listening for what never came off. Just as we ourselves

expectel we were watched and this made our undertaking extreamly slow and .

difficult,; Living in town nothing dut the shrewdest deception could 4§?
carry us through, Sure enough after a week in comes a Company of Uilitary ’ _%
from Castiebar with full egquipment. ﬁhey halted on the Fair Qreen right ﬁ

b in thecsnxreiof Newport for some houralénd thai’fffgfffg_ﬁg_ﬂas$%ebu:—- %?.f

There were mo arresis made in the Newport district as u result of

without EEEEEEgg;iag.ua#h—an,hnﬂx,
% : ﬂ—m ﬁ_\ . .Li‘g

our Easter Week activities. In the Westport district ell the men who went F A

on parade "Easjer Week" 60 and many others outside the town,

about 10 were arrested and imprisoned until the fullowing Christmas when

moat of them were released..

§f
o
«\?
3

—
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In Spring of 1917 Dick Walsh gave us informution that the Irish )

Volunteers were beun or;::ised again and asked us to help; Every man
gave the required undertaking to start orgenising without delay.
He celled a generzl.meeting in Michael Stauntons, Islandeady, perhups
the first week in Muy. There wae a good representative crowd of young
men from all over West Muyo. The news of reorganiéing the Irish
Volunteers was enthusiastically received by all present.

From the date of that meeting every Parish seemed to fall in line

‘without any difficulty. Dick Walshe as o:géniaing Secretury was

extreqﬁly busy ghd apengi?ll hip.tiné on ﬁhe read.
In thos; days ;hzre was 2 continuous rumour about comscription

for the British Army. The more this'wa; published tﬁe better we liked

it; as it was.éure to make the I Volunteer pesition strongexr. It would

keep our boyé more enthusiastic and therefore more active. n .
There was now & great run on .22 rifles and ammunition over a

wide afea, even Nurse Linda Kearns would kave no scruple in taking all we

could bay handa om, all the way down to Sligo God Bless her. Poor

uuayo God @elg ua" °°3%P>99xﬁ??§ Yﬁsg wgfll??t; - EPQ did get Eﬁay with

qu.ite 8 mt; uu,t .ngt 113 "'Aus'bm McDotineddy I.ouq.sﬁhrgh, “MI. OMailiom and

P. Kedne, Glenheant were regular callers &lBD.'. However, we were foétunate

in getting quite a few of those rifles ang a8 lot of ammunltlon, which proved

- g
"! vz . e

of great help to tpe bpys in training. Those llttle rlfles were a means

AL "?..u.l?:"vf s
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of improving the markmanship of the Volunteers imensley.

L Y

Occasionslly G.H.§. ordered a, general parada and rout march to be
carriaed out in all I.Volunteer areas on a given day. Those weré faithfull
observed and operated in West Mayo Brigade area with enthusiasm.

¥e had lots of reason for humour and enjoyment wlso as a aide-line,
which proved a great help in our serious training and long rout marches.

There was elways an R.I.C. man or Sergeant detailed to keep us under
close observation.r. He would sccumpany us guite close on all occasions.

Kot a long ranged field-glass business. Oh no, they nmust impress us that

the law was watching every man. He would usuully be much older than the

Volunteers who were all young and active. He would be a mun of sober thougns

and experience in Empire service. Perhups a man aspiring for stripes.
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- Those fellows could not understand our brazen ections coming 8o
g soon after the Exequ?}cns and bdood spilling of our Leaders of the "Easter Week
1' Rising" Also the mass arrests and imprisonments had proved of no avall.
; e
[ Their eyes were poping out at Zhat they heard and saw on those occasions
They could not understand this 'no fear of the Law' business. They would

remind you of a hen with a brogd of ducklings, when the poor hen passes by
a stresm for the first time she meets with @isaster (she thinks).  She
i suddenly findé.hezaglg deprived of all her brood for the'duckiings (knowing
E a good thing when they see it) take to the strean 1ike."a d;ck to water".
The hen not underatanding, thinka her youngsters are all gone mad. She
l is overwhelmed. “hat would a step—mother héh khow about ducks anyway?
] ! Neither could a.dutyfﬁll.aspiring ®.I.C. maen understand our young
) : men's interest %n an Irish Republic. The R.I.C. man thinks we are surely
| :
gone CTég y.ani}not safe to be in the same streset with us. ' .
When this stage in his mental outlook wue reached we usually
! administered 2 mental sédative, by the application of a2 dose of complete
physical exhaustion. After the dose he would not have any desire to thinik.
He would mot be mble to think, it would be too painful, in fact it would be

impossible. a1l he would require was rest, rest, and them lots of

Four miles out and four back, with a good proportion of this done at the

4

|

|

]

i

t : relaxation afterwards. Phis dosage was simply an eight mile woute-march.
i

] double. The exhaustion thus produced left the R.I.C. man very docile.

| |

Owing to the conditions then existing we would not even pass him the
consolation of sympathy, even if we felt that way inclined. But were we?
with the tragedy of Baster W¥esi ac recent. csrtainly not. He was the

butt of many jests inatead.
In'1917 the R.I.C. developed the habit of using their batons freely.

o

A .

Og a counter measure the I,Volunteers decided to meet force with force.

It was c%%tomary for each I. V. to carry a baton in his hip pocket in order
’ $o stop this nes development. I believe the idea was very effective.

The elsction of Mr. De.Vglera for EZast glure on the 1lth July 1917

i

1

was the cause of much rejoicing all over Ireland. 4 number of our boys
from Westport went down to Clare electioneering for the occasion.

Tn Newport area we had & Torch-light procession and caurried the Tricolour. .
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+This was looked upon as 4 big achievement at the time beacuse of the
craze the R.I.C. had for pulling down the National Flag. They did not
interfere with ours on that occasion, so we looked upon the event as
ancther step on our road to freedom.

I believe it was in November or December of this'year that there
was a review of the Irish Volunteers called for in Castlebar. I know the
verious companieé merched long distances,. They could have travelled
otherwise, but bping army men they chose this as the correct method o adopt

for the occasion. Xilmeena and Hewport Uompanies marched 11 miles to the

= .
¢

review. ;

The Green in Caztlebar was entifely too sizall to contain all the
meh on reviewv. The Companies had not reem to mo¥e about. Mr.DeValera
who came for the review was very well satisfied with the numbers of young
men who were on parade. Every man mobiliged for the ocousion carried his
customary batton, lest the R.I.C. might get notions of a batton charge.

At that period 1t was a customary pastime of theirs, if they saw a few men

together, to display the ability of "The Force'.

At this period also Sinn Fein was organised 21l over the Comntry.

¥e had a spléndid organisation of that body in the Jest Mayo.
Alternative monthly meetings were held in Westport and Castlebar.
Fr. Conroy P.P., Kilmeena and ¥Fr. Meehan, Castlebar were outstanding in
their work and efforts. They were a tower of sirength to the organisation.

This was a purely political orgihisationbut it spread so rupidly iu
;917 that the British Government seemed to get uneasy and were anxious to
s8top its spreading. As a result they had wholesale arrests throughout the
country.

Training wa; still pressed on by the Volunteers but the lack of arms
was felt as a seriqps difficulty all over the Country, but in the Hest we had
scercely any. W; had raids for arms, but all that wae secured in that way

were shot guns and smmunition.
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Early in 1920 we succeeded in getting some rifles and ammunition

f.om G.H.Q.,. Those with about & half dozen we already had put great heart

into the boys of the West Mayo Brigade. lobilisation, number, pluce, tinme,

dn March the 16th 1921 the Louisburgh Battalion Ares, with n view to
having some action there, sent a few meﬁ into Louisburgh in order ﬁo maoke
touch with the enemy but they failed to do so.

We were informed on the morning of the 17th March that a number of
police drove over to Louisburgh from Westport right along through ﬁurrisk
gnd Lecanvey, which is right under Croagh Patrick on the north side and
bourdering the sea shore in many pluces. ‘fe marched along the.side ol
Croagh Putrick that morning through fields of shallow snow and went into
Ambush in the Murrisk district, west of Cambbells and remained there until
nightfall without any gign of the enemy.

So on St, Patrick's day we had our first experlence of Active Service

conditions in associstion with one another in a gervice unit.
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Somewhere, shmehow & beginn_ing must be made by somebods.
More that three dac;a.des have passed since the 4.S. period of '21.,ended.
Now the 4th set of youngsters are going through school with very little
knowledge of the struggle etc.,

It is time to correct that weslmess or deficiency in our - -

Educational training. S

Early organisation and outloock for the future.

'No _emigration' The watchward as distinct from that of our ancestor

CONCi1RTS, The:.r effect owing to Br:.'l'.:.sh attitude.

Daln (}ourts af Law. L .

TRAINTNG

'Bxﬁlections. - Magnifieient achievements in Roscoumon, Longford and
- Clare also Kilkenny City. ey

ARRBSTS Their effect on our organisation.
Wed Moan's arrest and his return to Weastport for trial.
Phe sprig of Shelalasgh used that day.

Effect on British recruiting. Complaint by Milling.

1920.8ctoher, Military.raidings on our premises.. et
Jack Quimm ghot in foot and back.
Paddy 0'Mulley beeten besause of his a.nawers.

We had %he O'Rahily and Leam Mellows at a Volunteer ralley in
Westport early in 1916. Perhaps St. Patrick's day.?

Milling's remarks re Recruiting for British army in Westvort.
General effect on organisation.

.Ac'bive service in Muye.

Success aof our various Units.

Evading the enemy and ach:.ear:.ng onr. ob;ect:l.ve.

-

Cuman ns Mban Organisa.t:.on..
Our ob,ject:l.ve yet unschisved. 5

WL
Y

'_':Westpor'b R.I.C. Barracks attacked with a bomb. March 1st 1918

, I.Vonunteers parade and control puﬁlic roads at Kiltimagh. 5rd durch 1918.

F

15¢ Ve arcgmﬁg%‘ass %lgﬁp Ett g ﬁha:f‘g ogégéipgggn?twf%ﬂtfggfénd resisting
would proclaim to the world, en Ireland unfree, a very forceful
regson for not enforcing it.

5th May, 1918. DeValera and John Dillon address;é an anti-conscription
meeting from some platform in Ballaghaderreen.

1918 Flu Ravages.
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2. Notes.

14th Sept. 1918 I.Volunteers curry battons to reetings . Law courts.

28th Oct. 1918. Civilians at&éck R.I.C. and nilitary Band. with stones
after trial of I. Volunteexbm_ﬂallm [

'29th March, 1918. J.C. Milling R.M. shot in Westport.

4th April, 1919 Dail Eireann, suthorises issue of Republican Bonds
(Dail Loan).
14%th April, 1919 Westport 5.F. Club cIlcnaier1 by Police.

11th May, 1919 British Forces refuse to admit Irish Americal
Dalegates to ‘Yestport. Great excitement on their arrival
in Westport district.

25th May_, 1919. Mayo G-a.el:l.c League Concert at Ballinasloe prohlbited"

17th Nov. 1919 Sligo Civilians attack R.I.C. and prevent arrest of
BPatk. Hegarty. Seversl R.I.C. injured. _ .
1919 - 20  Brother Dominic's death, McMshon Training Camp, My sqlrs:i -fgg..

Dail Bireann Courts. . . A
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I Our .303 ammunition in Sikirdagh.

Captain John Duffy.

Vice Com. Malone.

'J‘immie Flaherty, Not Flannigen, was our guner.

t Joe Ring was alone and isolated out on the hillocks west of us, about
i h : SR : .

] 200 yds. away.

4

- el
S

I believe Mr.McGreal was elive and well m Ju.n,e1 1921. Therefore
né widow. :

Capt. Duffy had no cover to.avaib of when. a.dva.ncing wz_th his - men on ’

ey _.|.|...;;‘...r e e i T ..,' o L oA T .

the first lorry - but Jaa Bakgn .anﬂ. 1}13 sec&b‘mn moved dovm a bittle

L T :
g ’
gube Be ot : — )
or L ¥
1 R 1) it ¥ _]I‘ :
i A L Yen ph e . Fatig i
1 ] 5
i £ eray \
!
B - LI: * ' ! ; i JE !
i

4y




I

[S—

-

STATLIwRT  BY Guikidal WICHWL KILxOY,

Newport, Co. Mayo.

Part 11,

Active 3ervice Unit Opcrations.

Several utiempts having been mude by the A.S.U. at Cgrduragh;ﬁu
Kurrisk {Glosh Putrick,) Glenislard, Islandeady, Kilbride, 3urrishoole
Aridge, Yellow River, Drunulra, Clogier Zross and Westoort to bring off
an engagenent without avail, a further effort wus now to be made.
In addition, we felt the situation vury grave ourselves. Owing to
the many fruitless effort we had mude, withk 211 the planning und worries
entuailed, we felt disuppointed. Tne hirdships endured through spending
whole deys lying in wiabush positions and sometimes hidden in trenches
was not to our liking. The situation was becoming desperats. If
Possible contaet must be made with the enemy without further delay.

Great cure nust be exercised in order to keep the knowledge of

our moveunents secret. If anr of our men indulge: in Ioose talk about

our operation plans and outsiders got to know about whut was to take place,
there would be grave dunger of the eneny getting to know too-nuch and
counter acting quickly and with aedvantage, on thut knowledge.  Secrecy
of movement wus a matter of extreme difficulty, when from thirty-five to
forty men had to be billeted in two or more villuges at the sume time.
This unavoidable risk imposed a restriction on the natural inelination
of people to discuss unusual happenings. The people in locelities whefe
our A.S5.U. were billetted reaslsed the dunger to us, that loose telk about
our moveﬁents would involve, kept their knowledge to themselves and mever
gave us any reason to regret our confidence in their discretion or tw doubt
their loyalty to us. .

On Murch 22nd, 1921, the A.5.U. arrived in Claddy villuge and was

informed that it wan customary for the TJrummin police to visit Darby Nusting's

Public héuse occasionally. This house is on the Leenane-¥estport road and
close to Carrowkennedy Church. Thia would mean a journey for them of just

over three miles by the Qughty Carrowkennedy road from Drummin Barracks to

Bastingal. It was a fairly bright moonlit night, so we decided to inspect )

the road to Oughty for an ambush position.

. — & b B Ay

o
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Je had heurd so muen previous to this from many loesl and British
vropgaganda sources of the cowurdice of the Volunieers in shooting at
British forces from behind fences that the taunt affucted us very nuch.
Ve felt it was up to us to vindicate ourselves. Ko man, least of all an
Irishman, likes to be called a cowuard. .Je would make our slunderers swallow
their ridiculous and ill-founded accusations, and attack the eneny in the

oven vwith the adt:intage of numbers ugsinst us.

Commandant Joe Ring, Vice Commundent James Yalone and myself set
out. from Cluddy at about 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 27nd ! arch, 1921. It wus a
dull moonlight night. “7e crossed the Leenane-jesipori road and turned in
on the OQughty road leading west. ie were in only about four hundred yards
and pust a small rise in the road, wien one of the boys, Malone, looked

behind him ané saw a bunch of men on the horizon, cycling up towards us.

"It's the police", he said, "und there are four of them, on bikes."

At this particular point of the road, there wus a low clay fence on
either éide, most. suitable for cover. The fence on the north side was
black and fresh, as if it had been newly-made thut day, and there was no
brush or briar of any kind to interrupt our view or impede us if we wished
to take cover, so that we could slip across without any difficulty whatever.

I had my mind made up we would not avail of those udvantuges.

There was a house within 150 or 200 yurds of us, on the north-west
side of the road, and as we drew neur to it, the struins of Irish music cume
to our ears. We had heard little music that dreary wet winter in all our
travels - &5 wet a winter as ever came in our time in the West of %reland.
Almoég every house we entered in Vest Kuyo had always a portion of turf up
the chimney to dry. The previous summer was so wet that scarcely anybody

got the turf saved in aﬁy gsort of fair condition.

The music, lilting and lively, impressed us a lot and one of the E

boys remarked: "There must be a dance on in there. They seem to be

enjoying themselves."
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¥nile we had felt for muny months pust that all our planning,
debati%g, marching and counter-marching had seemed so much waste of
time, we now felt, 21l in a flash, that it was a splended and necessary
preparstion for this, our first engaugement with the enemy. Thinking
of conditions us they then existe. throughout the country and the hardships
we had endured steadied our nerves and prepsred us for the impending

encounter.

Now the police were within a few yards of us. In a matter of

seconds, they would be in our midst with the odds in their favour.
Here ithey were and, even now, I could not bear to order the boys to
take cover, much less to do so myself. Instead, I ordered them to
walk on the gruss margin of the road, on the north side, while I
remained on the other side. They may huve theughi me crazy, but

they were late to do anything sbout it, and I never heard them complain

afterwurds. Joe Ring had a revolver; ﬂalone and I had a Peter-the-
Painter each. I had themn carried mine feor about six months. It )
contained ten rounds of ammunition, and I fancied it for that reason ufﬁ;kba.'

d&ﬁﬁ@ygd hﬁplﬁ&kdﬁJ¢$5+JUuL&
A and because it was so quick to reload with a spare magazine.

On their coming up and seeing the road open, one of the police raced °
past us on his bicycle while the other three jumped off theirs, just ubout
one yard behind us. This was all the challenge we needed. Those men L
represented & foreign power in our country and we were out to end their
domination as quickly as possible. ; I

< i

Both parties opened up instantly, and the music—filled night
was shattpred by the rapid rat—tat-tut of gunfire. .Wh were not
surprised afterwards when the local people said that several machine
guns had opened up in full-blast. The lights went out immediately in

the house nearby. -
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At once I sensel that the man who had cxcled past us could be
4 serious danger. It was a manoeuvre apparentlyv designed with
forethought, as we heard no order issued; so I issued the foolish
command while we were all extremely busy; "Look after that man gone
up the road". (We had accustomed ourselves to avoid mentioning each
other by name.) S5c that my simple order left me engruged with three
men on & -narrovw road, the furthermost man not more than nine feet away,
end my gun rapidly becoming empty. Ly bullets were only .32 - ahinin
and clean nickel - that had not the stopping power of a heavier lead
bullett and would only sting and ennoy if you did not hit some vital
part of the body. There was not time to take deliberute aim; it was
a case of blaze away and hope for results -~ results which showed no
evidence whatever of coming. Then, out of the corner of my eye, I saw
the furthermost man, with deadly intent, %sking careful and steady aim
at me. Just then, I hzd a terrible buzzing in my ear, as a result of
a neur mias by a bullet that must have alunest got its mark. ‘Shile thi
man was still aiming, the other two were blazing awey at me, and I had
to try and liquidate them very gquickly, so I slung them one each and
then snapﬁed a third at the man who was aiming so intently to take my
life away. I thought T might spoil his aim st leazst, if only i could
be in time. I waa doing the best I could to save myself, and perhaps
it was not of Ireland alone I wus thinking, for I was in a desperute hurry
and wondering what was holding up that hunk of lead I expected. -Broadt

wi—roady-amatter—of—nino-feot onlyy-pepureted us. Thanks be to God,

it never came, and lster I picked it out of his gun myself.

The trigger could not fall because my bullet arrived first.
It went through the policeman's fingers, hit the rib, or centre, of the
revelver grip, bending it in and jamming the hammer at full-cock, so ths

it could not fall, thereby preventing further danger from that direction.

Then the three men turnmed and ran — two over the road eastwards
to cover, and the third across the road. This man put his arm on the
low sod fence, evidently intending to jump in, but his arm folded under

him and he rolled in, head firet, instead. I have always wondered why
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the men run when tney did. Could it be thut they Imew it wus no use
expecting help from their wun who had gone aheusd because I hud sent ™y
two companions to deal with him, thereby cutting them off from ull
chence of reinforcement or help?. In any ciase, he was not likely to
do us any harm, for fear of hitting his owm puals, as our men prevented
him from moving around. T2z it thet my seemingly useless 1itile nickel
btullets were stinging them so effectively that their lead slugs went
everywhere bt vhere they aimed them to go, beczuse their nerves were
seriously shaken? Or were they so badly hit that they did not know
what was happening? Perhaps their guns vere empty by this time, as

Iy owvn was. 1

I immediutely dived into the field on the opposite north side
of the road for protection and re-loadedi what was, by this time, my much

déspised pistol, with a fresh c¢lip of . emmunition. I then called

Joe Ring to come along uand help get out the two men who hed taken cover.

He came at once but engaged himself gquite casually }n disarming the man
he saw lying down and apparently knocked out, while the other two
rolicemen were only a few yards away and could easily enfilade him.

He was using a brilliant torch which made him an easy target. 'I saw
the denger but could not warn him, for fear of inspiring the other
policemen with ideas. I 4id, however, order him back to help me get
the other two but he was so obsessed with getiing the revolver that I
felt the seconds very long indeed under such risks. He came at last
and, at my request, flashed the light up the trench, sc¢ that I could

contrel it with gun-fire. %

When the two men under cover heard my words, they immediately
shouted a simultaneous "I surrender", and stood up. One of them was not
more than three feet awasy from my face, as only the thickness of the low

fence separated us, and I confess, the shout and his sudden appearance,

so hear, fairly startled me.

I ordered them out on the road. The furthermost of the two,

about five yards away, was slow in coming out, so I hurried %o S
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kept the light shining on him. THis revolver wus attuched to him by a
lanyard. It was lying on the ground, at full cock, with his hand open
and just over it. I felt he was going to grad it esnd fire at me.
He looked very wild and agreesive, andtook no notice of my repeated
orders. Ee appeared as if he were about to spring on me.
I threstened to fire, but it had no effect on him, so I did fire, as

I thought, along his ribs.

"I am done now", he said, and walked out on to the road.
I regretted this very deeply afterwards, because it may have been my
own fault for staunding too near to him on his.way out with the strong

flash-light in his eyes.

When we got the two men out on the road and disarmed them,
the man Vice Commundant Malone was riding ﬁgrd on to the west of us,
surrenddred when he saw that the others had yielded. ~“He was tuken
ulong to us without further difficulty. Je then collected their
bicycles and_ﬁroke them up. This hurt us as much as it must have
hurt the enemy. If we had presented the bikes to any of our friends,

it might be the cause of getting them into trouble, if and when one of
the frequent enemy raids took pluce and the bicycles were discovered.

So there was nothing for it but te crush them with rock or our boots,

for want of more suitable means.

When this was completed, we gave the police a short lecture
on the unpatriotic stand the "Irish Constabulury" were meintidining
against their own country and countrymen — in some cases, against their
own brothers and cousins. We also gave them orders not o be found iP
the enemy ranks against us in future, as they would not get off so
iightly a second time. We then left them to look after themselves
and their comrade who seemed to be in a bad condition. We were told

later that he died a few hours afterwards.

_ i
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Qur cuapture conasisted of four revolvers, with a sparse supply
of ammunition, and one shotgun, one or two scabbards and one egg-bonb.
Ye then retriced our steps to Clady as quickly as possible, where we
found all the boys and the villagers in anxious suspense, as they had
heard all the gunfire and could not make out what was happening until
we hrought the news. This was received with much rejoicing when they
saw we were buck safe und sound without the slightest injury of any

kind.

After a hesty tea, we left Clady and went eustwards to Ardree
end a neighbouring village. ¥e had bueen told that there was an
expected arrival in ‘Westport of bloodhounds, to be used in trucking
down the I.R.A. Knowing this the various menmbers of the A.S.U.
insisted on carrying the three of u3s on their backs, in turn, until
we came to the bed of a shallow stream which we .followed for a long
distunce, thus eng@uring that we left no truil to be picked up by the

bloodhounds.

I believe it was on this night of the 22nd Murch that Dr, Madden
joined us at Ardree. It was arrangsd at u meeting earlier in the year
that he would join the A.S.U. when we sturted operations. His punciual
arrival on the occusion was much appreciuted by all in the unit.

We knew that his uctive participation would add prestige, not merely

to the unit, but to ocur whole orgunisation in the West.

On our journey that night, we saw ihe Verey lights going up
from Drummin Burrucks, which meant a call to Westport for pdlice and
Auxiliaries. When we arrived in Ardree, about 2 a.m.,-we had our

seniries posted &s.usual, and then retired to bed.

The following morning, I asked for a crowbar, to anable me
fix the jammed revolver we had captured. It was in McGing'se X did
this repair job. “fhen Jack Connolly went out to deok for.the bar,

he met Michael G. Brown who asked, "What's on, Jack?". . e
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Jack cxplicined about the crowbar.

"What! You dumn fooll Ha, H:, Ha}]", luughel Brown.
"Don't you know it's pulling your leg they are? A crowbar to fix a
broken revolver! Ha,Ha, Hal ‘Who ever heard the likes~ I heard of
the tobacco smugglers making poteen punch so strong for Caiptin 0 laille,
thut they bent the big spoon they hud when stirring it. They wanted
to show their gratitude for the cheup tobacco ke wus bringing then.
But a crowbar to fix & revolver! For pgoodness' sake, Juck, don't, or
you will have the rest of the boys making jokes about the Newport 'flats'.

7etll never hear the end of it. Don't you know that?"

"I can't help it - &t's an order. Come along, Brown, and i

help me find one. I must get it."

"Clear off, you dope, or I'll give you a crowbur in the right
place where it will do you mqst good. My God, look ut that poor
fellow off .ee" Brovn has a litany of swear words all his own.
Some say he has it copyrighted. In any event, it would be unfair

to use it here.

When I had atripped the fibre grip off the revolver frame,
I found that the rib, which my bullet had bent inwards, jamming the
spring movement, had put the mechanism out of action, so that the
hammer could not fall. when the parts were dismounted, it was easy
to force the bent rid into position, with the aid of a hummer and the
crowbar, which had arrived notwithstanding the storm created by Brown.
When remounted, it proved perfect, and it was this gun I curried throug

the rest of the campaign.

The success of this Carrowkennedy operation, small though it was,
gave the whole A.S.U. a much better outlook, and was a great boost to-

4

morale. Our friends throughout the area even began to make jokea of the'

apfair.
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One man chullenged by another, who asked, "Jhut cun they do
without arms, no matter hoy good they are?", wus heard to reply,

"The eneny has lots of urns. The boys will tzke them when they want

them". This was the reply of an old Fenian, Captuin Patrick KHelly.

The revert given in the 'Izish Independent' of the 24th M._rch,
1921, revds ns follows:-
"Sergzeant Coughlin, R,I.C. Constubul.ry,
was killed, and Constiubles haguire, Love und
Creedon seriously wounded in an ambush at
Carrovwkennedy, Jestport“.
Report suys thut attack took pluce a2t 8 p.m. on Tuesdsy night,

22nd k.rch, 1921.

I would like to draw the reider's stiention to the above report.
Our honest-to-God stund-up fight in the middle of the road, with the
odds in the enemy fuvour, is culled an embush. But this is the kind
of news dished up {o the generai public at the time - presumably, ' under
censorship.

This fight is not to be confused with our fight in the same

townland on June 2nd, 1921, which I will describe in detail later.

There is another report in the 'Independent' of 28th March,
1921: The heading is "Property Destroyed In Westport P.rich and
Westport district many houses were burned.‘. Goods were taken out of
shops in the town of Westport and burned on sirastsi Those activities

by the }ans were intended as reprisals for the Carrowkennedy fight.

On 15th May, 1921 the Castlebar Buttulion A.S.U. joined with the

Westport and Newport units at the villages of Bunrower, Rockfield, Upper

and Lower, just off the Westport-Ballinrobe road, at Aille,

An officers' mesting was held on 17th lay, 1921, to consider

ways and means of making touch with, and engzging the enemy.
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Up to this time our efforts to get the necessary und correct

inform:tion quick enough to intercept their movements waos a failure.

After considering vurious plans, it wuas decided to cut all

xin\roads in the Brigade area, save one, The Westport-Newport county road

any

wus selected as the most likely to give the opportunity we had in mind.
It was decided, therefore, to leave this road open, and try to intercept
movement made by the enemy on it.
On the 17th, we had Confession, Muss end Hely Communion in
Hrs. Geraghty's ofi Bunrower. That night, we crossed to the Ballihacorrig

distriet.

The following ewening, 18th May, 1921, we occupied an ambush

point in the Irumneen district, at a bend on the Castlebar-Yestport road.

All that passed was one car to Castlebar, with a priest and
his driver. They had planks in their car to bridge a cutting we had

made in the £oad.

A motor-cyclist came from the Westport district and was ordered
back. We did not mind it being known in Westport that we were in this

loecality, for reasons of our own.

About seven o'clock in the evening, it was decided to order
Vice Commandant James lalone, Captain Johnnie Duffy and six others
into the Westport area, to try and create a bit of excitement by shooting

any of the enemy they might see in there.

Commandant Joe Doherty, Newport Battalion, Staff Captain

Jim Moran and Capt. Jim Brown were sent out earlier, and had left to

do likewise over at Newport.
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Those Newport men were only in position ut # p.u. on
Curribaun Hill when the Newport Sergesnt walked out into the Barrack
yerd. The distance was roughly, three hundred yards, straight south-

east of the burrack to the post occupied by our men.

There was only one shot fired, but the Sergeant fell, mortally

wounded, wand died some hours later.

Immediately after the shot, a number of Tans and police ran
out to thebarrack wall, flanking the FNewport-Castlebar road. They
concentrated their fire on my house, which is alimost opposite and zbout

three hundrgd yards away.

Then my wife heard the first I.R.A. shoet, she looked out the
front window and mcross at the barrack. She saw the first man run from
. the burrack to the wall. #hen he fired — luckily for her - it was in

the front door the bullet came, as otherwise she could have been shot

at the window.

She immediately lifted the buby out of the pram and lay down on
the floor. She got the maid to do likewise with the older child.
They were under concentrated fire until 10 p.nm. Yhen the firing ceused,
they were ulmost smothered with the dust of mortar und nlaster being torn

off by the flying bullets. i

The maid then brought = mattress from upstuirs, end the four of :
then slept on it till 12.30 pe.m., being overcome by exhaustion resulting i

from the heavy atmosphere and two hours' terrible strain.

They were wakened up by a loud knocking on the inner door and |

a demand by Tans to open up and let them in.

A3 the glads panels of the front door were broken by gunfire, it

was easy for the Tans to put in a hand and undo the lock, which evicently

was whet they did.
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Those men were immediately followed by others who went upstairs
end all over the rooms, bresking the windows, presumubly, to ventilute

the fire which they got under way almost at once.

The women did not kmow how many volice were present, but there

seemed to be a crowd everywhere they turned.

Inmediately on arrival, they ordered the women out with the
children. Ny wife would not be permitted to take even the pram for the
baby with her. ‘Then she wus going out the door, a Tan, with an English
accent, followed her with a rug and said, "Take this. ‘¥e have babies

ourselves",

When she went out, there was a line of police, eight to ten
in number, firing up the hill. They were linec¢ up against the road
wall, shoulder to shoulder. She asked the neursst man of those what it

was all agbout, but he did not answer.

She thHen went over to her sisterg kMrs.John Kilroy, Main St.,
Newport. Both of then, with their seven children and ===, went out
to my father and sisters, Maggie und Tillie, in Derrylahan, about a mile

from $own.

Nrs. John Kilroy szys that they were firei on by a Tan that

evening when Annie Mulderrig, the maid, appeared at the door.

The shop goods in brother John's were pitched out on the atreet
by the Tans, after my house and the workshops were set on fire. The
Tans were then going to set fire to John's house intil somebedy told them

the house was owned by a very good friend of theirs.

John Xilroy was arrested and jwmprisoned since 6th January, 1921.

He was in Galway for & period and afterwards in the Rath Comp, Co.Kildare.

He, therefore, was mway vhen all this excitement took place.

e
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On the day of the 17th Muy, 1921, the Brigudier of Jest
Connemara, P.J.McDonnell, and his QJuartermuster, Jack Feehan, who was
a native of Kilmeena parish,,arrived in Kilmeena. P.J.McDonnell got
married teo my sister, Tillie, on that day. They hud a wedding purty in

¥rs. Feehan's, Rossow.

On their arrival from Connemara in our parish, very late on
the night of the 16th May, they called in to Owney Lean's, Cuilmore,
to discover they had only missed a raid by the Tans and police from

Newport.

Tne police gave Owen a terrible beuting and prodding with a
shotgun. They forced his aiste;, Catherine, into one of the rooms and
when, on hearing her brother shout with the zbuse he was receiving, she
would make an effort to get up to him, one of the Tans would then let

fly a piece of delph or an egg at her.

A large portion of her delph was broken this way and a big box

of egge also. Any eggs they did not pelt were walked upon.

Catherine had about two hundred of them in a box, all of which

were made into a terrible mess over the kitchen walls and floor.

The Tans also culles on Thomas Lyons, Cuilmore, ufter finishing
with Owen Keane, und gave him a most unmerciful beating. Then after strewd
ing all the broken window glads of the house on to the floor, they forced
Thomas to walk upon it in his bare feet. Later they put him to bed,
brought in his horse to the bedroom and did their best to make the horse
go into the bed.  The"horse did put his two forefeet in on Thomas
but when Thomas groaned the horse.withdrew on recognising his master
and could,not be forced to do so again. This beating broke Tom's health
and the poor man died a few years afterwards. Thomas was a brother of

Commandant Ned Lyons. Ned was the choice of all the companies in the
Newport Battn. and beloved by all, He was arrested about 2oth Oct.

1920 and brought to Westport Quay where he was detained by the military
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for some days. He wus seen going through JVestport in a military lorry “i
without even a jucket on him. ¥e were led ito understand he refused to I:
put on prison uniform and that he went on hunger-strike. I visited
him during the Truce, but he did not know me then. He was very ézéﬁggﬂ anéj

changed physically. I understund he had been forcibly fed for a long

-

period Lefore he died.

|

,The Tans curried on in even more ridiculous fishion with

Stephen Uciough the same night. They shaved one side of his head and -
one half of his moustache, then brought in his cow and put Stephen =
riding on her through the house, after which they galloped her out ™

the door. Evidently they expected he would be smushed by the lintel v

and ‘Brusheri off the cow's back. This did not happen, however, for .. i

Stephen, though unpretentious, was sble to rise %o the oceusion, though, g
perhaps, to "duck down” would be more in keeping with what he did.

In any event he achieved what seemed inpossible — going through a low
narrow door on & cow's back in full gallop and without a scratch, with

Stephen hugging the cow's neck. He says "he fairly laid in the spurs ; P

when he got out in the open". The cow turned up a byroad to the. farm.
The Tani rn.:t/l:fter him and did their best to shoot him. "When I got E
in the clear", he ssys, "all the devils in hell would not catch me
and the poor frightened cow". ‘inen Stephen got out on his own hill
it was an easy matter for him to dodge his unwelcome visitors.

Hours afterwerds when he saw them, by the light of their cars, leuve

the distriet he returned to his house only to leave it ugain as quickly

as the cow took him earlier in the night. Before the Tans left Stephen's
house, they got & calf, rolled him up in the blanket and put him into the -

bed. On Stephen's return he immediately saw the blankets Jumping and 1

-
Ny

neturally thought it was some of the Pans who waited behild the others L)

in order to get him on his return, so he cleared out mighty fast. =t

After their visit and interview with those people McDonnell and ik

Feehan had lots of news for their friends over in Rossow, when-they arrived T

* in the early hours of the morning of the 17th.




- 19 =

The following night after the nsrris ge znd wedding party the

two boys required to go acroas by Newport from Rossow on the south to
Derrylehan on the north side. After proceeding cautiously they
arrived in the corner of g field at Kilbride. They were pbout to
go out on the county road within a helf mile of Newport. They paused
for a moment to muke sure of their surroundings, 2s hud to be done al-rays
on such occasions. There wug a trump of many feet immediztely beside

them. The two boys had to lie dowm in an elevated place zbout 4-foot
over the moad without any cover whatever. It was a large group of
Tans and if they looked they could not miss seeing the two boys as they
were on the edge of the bank. They had not time to move buck even &
few yards where there was lots of cover at their elbows.. The Tans

crossed the fence just opposite.

It was at this point some members of the local I.R.A. Companies lay.

in ambush for an officer of the Tans, named Fudge, on the 17th March, 1921.
#e have been told that the Tens occupied this position many timea after

the I.H.A. attempted their ambush.

The problem for the two boys now was how to get out of this
dangerous position without atiracting attention. The enemy was only
about 20 yards away and if the slightest noise wes made the game was up.
The boys first got their bombs and revolvers ready. If they were
discovered their only chance was to sling the enemy evarything they hud
in order to keep their position fron being rushed. Thia preparation
being made, the boys now started their tedious retreat. Moving
buckwards inch by inch, feet first, was no easy matter when such extreme
cagution had to be exercised. However, they succeeded, after a long
suspense of this trying ordeal, in getting far enough back to come under

cover. They were then able to stand up and walk off.
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A wide detour had now to be made in order to get to lcrrylshun,

owing to scarcity of bridges over Newport river. ey succeedcd in
getting there without further mishap. The following day, 18th lMay,

was very quiet in Derrylehan until evening came.

After the shooting of Sergeant Butler at 8 p.m. in Newport
licDonnell was given a lively sfart for his honeyzoon. The unceasing

rattle of gunfire for hours was, I am confident, a most undesirable

etmosphere. Such a condition, I am sure, would have a depressing effect o

the
nn/moat ardent spirited. The gunfire was only across the hill, half

a mile away as the crow flies. P.J. McDonnell and Jack Feehan d4id not

leeve Derrylshan until after the Kilroy women and children from Newport

arrived there. ‘then they set out for West Connemara they had the

first mile of their journey illuminated by the blaze of the timber shops

and houses at Newport.

On the night of the 18th May we had all our arms thoroughly

cleaned and oiled before leaving Ballinacorriga. We left about 11 &.m.

and went on to Brockesgh where we arrived about midnight. This is a

distance of over three miles.

It took us about two hours to arrange with the local company
for outposts and communications, as some of the men lived quite a
distance apart and were then in bed. Je required the service of
this company in connection with the fight we were loocking forward to
in Kilmeena on that day; also it was likely our line of retrest would
be through this district. Our eight riflenen, whom we had sent in
to the Westport district, had not yet errived. This causeé us much

EZave WwWOITY. They were the most experienced men of the A.S.U.

At 2 s.m. on 19th Mey we left Brockagh and arrived at
Knocknabolia reilway bridge, Kilmeena, three miles distant at about

3 a.n. The besutiful May morning was just begimning to creep across

the lovely low green hill of the surrounding district. We expected that

this elevated bridge, on which the county road crosses the railway

=

d

-
-
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ut right angles, would be owr principnl point of attrck. There was
a sharp right angle bend each side of the bridge. On the Yestrort
side the hill of Kr.ockabolia had becn cut away to z depth of 14 feet
in order to give spece for the county road upproach to the bridge.
This whole leyout was an ideal position for a few seasoned soldiers to occup
occupy, if we had sufficientlrifle men to protect their flaq@.
¥ithoufthis it would be next to impossible to get sufely away. 1
felt I could not put men into a position from which there was not a
reasonable chance of escape. With 14 of our best rifle-men absent
there was nothing left for us but to abanden this most favourable

position.

On our arrival we had only 22 riflemen and 16 shotgun men.
Now we gravely felt the absence of our dear Westport and Newport
riflemen and wondered if they had run into serious trouble after

leaving us at drimeen. If we had only information of the enemy

s &

movements so as to know which side they wére likely to come from,

it would be & great help to us. 'Ye could then block the road to suit

the occadion. This information was entirely lacking. The site '
around the bridge is very narrow and owing to it{ twoe right ﬁggagd
turns could be easily blocked in a most TR manner from '
either side of approach. The only men of what was left of our i
4.5.U. now present, who had been under fire, were Paddy Cannon of
Castlebar, end myself. The line of retreat from the bridge across”

¥nocknabadls hill was very bare. The hill is about 150 feet high and

rises graduslly from the bridge for zbout 200 yards back.

Without any hesitation we decided against this position.
Instead, we placed Vice Brigadier Ned Moane with Mibh;el Staunton
and Jack Connolly on top of the hill behind the new Congested District
Board fence as our right flank protection. Ye then crossed southwards
aﬁout 200 yards to Messrs Commins' and Q'Grady's fields, where we had’ ;
plenty of parallel fencing and cover. The first fence occupied,
mostly by shotgun men, was within 50 yards of the county road.

We sent the Adjutant, Johnnie Gibbons, to the top of Clooneen Hill o Tha

outh



with Butch Lambert to protect our left flank. This pocition was
south of us and Fovered the road lezding from ‘Jestport, about 400
yerds away from our main body. Gibbons had no rifle, only a revolver
with four rounds of ammunition. Lambert's rifle was a single shot
Lurtini. Our tvo flanking parties had now snbout one mile of the

country road undecr observaiion.

Dr. Ifzdden occupied a position about 200 yards east from the
county road, behind s new C.D.B. fence which runs parallel to the
county road. This fence is on the south side of Knocknubola Hill
and within 250 ys:rds of our main position from its lower end next to us.

Phis was the corner Dr. ladden occupied most of the day. He had the

liberty of moving up and down under cover of this fence at will. He
ars-g. Ta e
availed of this movemen% occusionally during the day.
S ——

TPailor Joln 0'Flynn's house is about 70 yards south east from

the bridge in a straight line, but about 40 yards in off the main road.

Our Quartermaster, Tommie Ketterkck, and Captain Jim Kelly, with

. i
LAt rile” f."-

some other assistance, almost depleted Hrs. Commin's fowl yarddg¢&=““"43;

e fur sl 4 Lol

How those two young smiling officers could lower themselves 4o be
guilty of such a bloody slaughter was a surprise to many and the joke

of tﬁe A.S.U. for years afterwards. The reply was always " Je had

to feed the troops". Mrs. Commin's was an aunt 6f Captain Kelly®.
Dear el what supporters those families of the Commins and Kellygalways

were. ‘Wherever you met one of them ;ou .ere sure of a welcone.

The hours were ticking &way slowly and some of us could not
help remembering our extremel: weal: left and right flanks.
dhat a difference it would mexe if only our missing riflemen would
turn up in time. .All of us seemed to be very confident that we
were sure of an engagement before the day was done. Our main
position was within 30 yards of Commin's house, where the Q.M. and

staff were so busy cooking dinner.

B —

———
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About 10 sems o car load of Nuns passed up from Newnort to ‘Vestport.

About 11,30 i cer with the Kilmeena and Newport Priests came from

He Eailr
Moyne Church west of us, where a general stationtwas held that morning,

=

and passed up to the Pirish Priests - Father Conroy's - 300 yards away

"on the roadside towards ‘“estport. The Nuns car returned from Yestport

about. 2,30 after attending a meeting or perhaps an election of Rev.

Mother in ¥Yestport Convent.

At last our left flunk signaled the approach of the enemy.

At 3.30p.m. a Tan lorry drove down the road from Westport on which we
opened fire when it came opposite our mein position. It contained

B8 or 10 police and Tans - accompanying them were two other lorries
of police and Tans under Districit Inspector H.C. Donlon.
Those two lorries halted at Fr.Conroy's and then the men dismounted.
# number of them were ranged under the high wall on the Vest edge of the
road in regular barruck square faszhion and on one lnee firing down at us.
I never expected tc get such an opening ot an enemy, and here was I

doing the officer without a rifle. I remember distinetly laughing
at their capers. It was not long however until somebody in charge
got wise, They seemed to get another order for they z2ll rushed aéxoss
the road to the low fence at their toes, where they had reasconably good

cover,

About this time some of the tans fot the idean - that the
Prieats car which was stunding by would be a good pesition for sniping
from, #o he rushed into it and burst the wind screen witi: his rifle and
started to ﬁperate. Some of our men who were watching operated first

so he had to get help to leave the car guicker than he entered it.
e

When the first volley on the leading lorry was fired one man
was falling over the side when & comrade of his pulled him back.
There were several other volleys discharged at this lorry before it ' j
Zee yels puay -

got acroas the bridgejaﬁd out of our sight. It was then.under the fire

of odr right flank for another 20 yards.
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On reuachking Duffy's of the Railway Cottuge, Knocknabola, they
had complete cover from our riilit flank. The men dismounte: here and
returne? to the bridge under cover of a substantial county road wall.

On their yeturn to the bridge they came under the fire of our riflemen
with the main body. From this position at the bridge they were able to
enfilade our front line. We were able to hold them dowmn there,
however, £or a considerable periad, and got our men to fall back to

the second fence, 50 yurds in thc rear.

Eventually some of the eneny worked their way from the bridge
in as far as O0'Flynn's and erected a machine gun there, This advance
of the enemy eastwards, around 0'Flynn's house again, left us open to
enfilrding fire along our second fence. Taere mas 2 regular fusillade
pouring in fron both sides of us, but we had great cover from the
Westport end. A machine pun was turned on us, but they did not

secm to have a capable gunner, thanks be to Cod. After about an
wm it offeear Woal el i -

, hour Sean Collins, un Artane Buyﬂ was shot in the heart. I saw hin

in Cousin Patrick Q'!lalley's armz, who suid un Act of Contrition for
him. wWhen I saw Paddy enéaged I asked him for his rifle. He Bgid
"Yes, but it throws to the right aﬁd high", The front sight was badly
worn witn age. Up to this I could not bring myself io take a rifle
off any man under such critical circumstunces. I rendered the best

service I could with this rifle but found it very much out of aligmment.

The enemy now began to rain rifle grenades on us from the
HWestport side. It was soon evident to me that it was on Dr. lLiadden's
position the grenade thrower was concentrating. The first grenade c
crossed over us and fell Qut in the bog about 80 yards from us, but
did not explode. The second fell within 30 yards of Mudden's position
and immediately a third came and landed exactly in the corner where

Dr. Madden spent most of the day. l{adden was not therew when it

. arrived, he had moved up to the other end of the fence.

d 71:&. M.tfnlé_-
Before this took place I remember chasing two,men from the g

&
position at the bridge which we had a notion of occupying in the morning.



By this time some of the enemy of the first lorry had worked their

way in around O'Flynn's house and thereby made our second fence
untenable. I ordered « general retreat and got Comdt, Puddy

Jordan to come out in the oven and help'ge keep down the enemy while
our boys were gettiné';;;;;::“w;;gd;ﬁ;a;-in amons brisr at a fence from
which visibility was poor. He esme out at onee into the open about
10 yurds({ggy]from an; protection vhatever and lay down beside me.
There was much blood on his face, but I thought it was from briar
scratches and he did not comnlain to me. ¥Ye remained there for about

2 half hour. I was gled to find that the enemy had not the pluck

to rush our position so thet our boys had lots of time to get away.

¥hen the grenades were coming so accurately, naturally
8r. Mudden itried to get away with the rest. He was also under
machine gunfire for some considerucble time. I saw him run from
his position but I also saw a policemen at the back of 0'Flynn's house

with his forearm along the fence, levelling hie rifle to get Madden

. who w,8 somewhat less than 200 yards away from him. Now what was I

to do with my inacecurate rifle? Here was my bed-mate and the beat |
friend & man ever had going to be shot down before my eyes. Speed

was sure to ruin my effort. Sloth wus going to rob me of my friend.

The ammunition I had I got in 1915 from Sean McDermott. It vas buried

for over five years by myself and just about 105 of it had feiled during

*&C‘-"‘!‘J{"n»&.)-'

the day%yith O'Mélley und myself, Now, ulong with my other difficultiesl
if I chunced on u dud cartridge mr friend wuc lost. T took aim and
fired, a perfectly good curiridge. I hit tke elzy at the policemun's
-
elbow so that he did not fire, but looked ascross at the "man from
beyond" that dared to interrupt him in the 'discharge of his duty!'
while engaged in shooting dnwn Irishmen in order that the Enpire might

live.

Diring this last half houy, while the enemy with their bulletVs

dug up-the ground all around Paddy Jorcdan and_I, and even forced clay up i
iy

into our nostrils, they still fuiled to gilve either of us a scratch.

S
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Eventually I told Paddy %o cleur out und when he got through
the first gup on the right I followed. All this time, from the
first minutes of our contuct with the enemy, their muchine guns made

an awful racket. This was in my opinion with a view %o frighten us.

Yhen we got through the first gap in the fence running from
west to east in ‘the line of our retreat, we found we were under fire
from the south, that is, the men on the festport side of us. Luckily,
there was a good depression alongside this fence, so that we could
advance on our stomachs without being observed by the eneny. After
50 yards abvance by this method, we came upon another fence running at

right angles across our path. #hen we arrived in this corner,
Paddy 0'Malley, who was on the north siQe of our fence, heurd us

tulking. He called me, but, owing to a stiff breeze through the

__Tirs on the fence, I found it difficult to lmows what he was saying,

so he had to repeat it several times for me. His shin bone was
broken by a bullet and he wanted to know if we could help him. %gﬂ
This was impossible es the fence was high and topped with whins (or furge) |
and could not be climbed without exposure to the machine guns. ]
I felt this very hard and it must be very trying on 0'Malley as I

knew it was on myself. But the continuous rdttle of a machine gun
directed againat you helps one to make up one's mind very fast.

I directed Puddy Jordan how we had to cross the fence in fromt of

us with the greatest posscible speed - just spring on and off again
regardless of obstacles. It mlso was strongly plunted with whitethorn
which had been trimmei. We did not know what was on the otheY side,
whether rock or thorn trimming, briars etec., I jumped first on to the.
top and off asgain. Naturally I was looking where I was going, not
where I had landed. Oh dear! what this cost me. The trench was about
9 feet deep from my head, but clear and grassy. However, when I
arrived on top of the fence both my shoes had gone under a very strong
briar which was stretched along the top of the fence and evidently

2nda ;
8

rooted at both sides.
L

o



When I nude the second s=aring my sinoee renmained anchored by the briar,
50 I put out my hands to break the full. Even this did not seem
to help me much becuuse the amull of my back got » fearful snap.

For some seconds I felt ay back was broken and I dere not stir it.

Here ugain that darling machine gun was a great stimulant.
After a short pause I did try to wriggle it gently and to my greut
Joy I found it wes not broken and with the music of the machine guns
it was recivering very fast. Could I risk getting up? Yes,

I did, and 0 My God save us &ll, there was Paddy Jordan high above
the fence and could not get down unaided.

His rifle was cought in two gublogs (forks), one ut each end,
in the whitethorn bushes, and Paddy like =n inverted V¥, hanging across
it, and not uble to go one way or the other. Now, here was Paddy
with his posterior ococked up in the sky, a challenge to all the snipers
in the barony. I was afraid of my life it would be shot off him.

I saw at once the only way to release him was to push him still higher

wo as to take the weight off his rifle and free one end. When this’

was done they both tumbled down on to ‘me.

We carried on for another 150 yurds and ceme to a stone fenée which
we crossed easily, with the help of the machine gun music,
After turning to our left, about 10 yurds, under good cover, we came
upon Paddy O'Malley with his broken leg, Cannon, J¥estport and Thomas

Nolan who was wounded in the left knee slightly, and the right leg shot

through the calgq the shin bone was broken and something like paralysis

A
set in. Also present was a chap called Pearse, who was unwounded but

would not leave his pal, Tom Nolan.

Those wounded boys felt they could not get any further and
Jordan also decided to remain with them. I tried to persuade them

to keep moving but failed to convince them thut it was the right thing
to do, or else it was imposeible for them to do so. They were in a
low secluded trench and perhaps they did not hear what I heard. I waa

then in a desperate hurry to get away and still felt I should not let

those poor boys see oy feeling. I heard the enemy shouting and S



cheering. Evidently they had advinced to the first fences we
occupied and came upon our dead znd wowrded companions.

The desd were:

Captain Seamus HcEvely Castlebar.

John Staunton Kilmeena.

Thomas 0'Donnell Custlebar Company.
Sean Collina Yestport. "

L}
I huve been told by one of the priests who attende? those boys

on the ground that Seamus McEvilly was the only man dead.
0'Donnell, Staunton and Collins had some small flicker of life when
he attended then.

The wounded and captured werei-

Comdt. Peddy Torden Castlebar. Died about 10 days later.
Captain Paddy 0'Malley, Newport. . Broken Leg .
Thomas Nolan Castlebar. WHounds in both lega.
One shin broken.
Paddy Mulloy Tiernaure Flesh wounds.
J.+ Cannon. Festport Badly wounded.

The wounded who escaped were:

Jimmy Swift, Castlebar. Brpken toes,
Michael Hughes('¥hack) " Flesh arm wound.
John Chambers. " Disjointed iknee.

On 18th December, 1952, I was told the following by Thomas

Nolan (above) that after I left them Condt. Paddy Jordan made another

-an

b.\uz‘l. Fpun 'F«_"-.'qd-.-.’:"-
dash to get away. Nolan says the field I left them in was ploughed.

P LR R I

They were under the creat.Qn the south-easterly Qirection) He must
have been exposed to gunfire from the enemy on both sides.
Nolan says he saw the clay beingz torn up aromnd Jordan and then the
poor boy fell and did not get up until the enemy found him there.
This, I assume, is where he got his wound in the head.

ﬁkdyﬁQx?-

Having heard thia evidence of the enemy advence, I bade goodbye

— e~

to my dear comrades and moved off under cover of 2 low fence.

This was a bitter pill for me to swallow, but time was pressing and 9
I had to get away. I had not gone far, howsver, only about 200 yards,

until I came upon Jim Brown, a great soldier with only a shotgun,

He was entirely unconcerned and discussed our problems freely,

RV P Y
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He knew that all the rest of our boys weres gone aud though wc
still had the music of the muchine guns he did not seem to mind in the

least.

‘#hen crossing the byroad lezding east esbout 300 yards from
Jordan and the ﬁoys, on our way to Drumhuskert, the road was cut up
beside us with machine gunfire, but those were the last we had to
dodge for thut day. Brown and I nude for Keun's of Fuhey Hill,
ebout two miles zway, where we got much needed refreshments after
our enforced ubstenance of 22 hours. Most of the other boys_were
billeted in Gortnaclassor and surrounding villages where they were

also refreshed.

Cod bless the girls who cume slong mnd rendered first aid
to the wounded boys. Their names were:
Hiss Joyce A gualified nurse.
Miss Gallagher (now Mrs.John Kelly) 3 .
, Mrs. Brigld Kelly, (roe- wmee Tiia rlongillbess @hie--- "
Kiss Mary ldulchrone.(iu-v.‘ Niirs Loy £ Gz ® )
There may be some others who unfortunately I can not now

remember. The above.very capaoly helped Dr. Madden with his

dressing of the wounded and attended to their comforis afterwards.

Lessons to be learned from our experience

In the Kilmeena Pight.

(1) In future, when going into action we must have both flanks
better protected if atall possible.

(2) After this fight every opportunity‘was to be availed of to
ingtruct all Officers and men that if, and when, again engaged with the
enemy, particuler sttention was to be paid to all enemy machine guns

and the men who pperated and sttended them. On no account were they ,
to be allowed te get into action, if atall possible. '

We were not likely to forget what such guns cost us in Kjilmeens.

Those instructions became a daily topic with every member of
the unit from this onwards. The knowledge this mcquired peid xrich

dividends later on. I would venture to state that never were

instruetions more closely observed and seldom with better results

— — - - -
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ag o consenuence. The Cerrowiiennedy engugement clearly demonstrated

this fact.

Fe leolled around here under the protection of a strong outpost,
ably assisted by the loczl population both young and old until night-
fall. ¥e then mobilise&, got three horses from locel Farmers for

the three wounded men and movei off at midnight.

‘Je went north east by Cortoon, crossed the Custlebar-Newport
road on to the Horsefield road, north toc the Owennadarrydevea or
Yewport river. 1e crossed the new bridge neaur Jack Dever's and
called on Juck - where we were given several cané of fresh milk to
drink. He then gave us a present of two beautiful home ;pred hams,
which were much appreciated by all of us. We then moved on another
1% miles into Skirdagh ULper and Lower as well as the village of
Cloontafinna conteining five housés, where we had 2 good rest Friday,

Saturdey end Sunday. . This was a route march of over six miles.

The two wounded men, Hughes and Swift were billeted in

VHrs.Hchnnell's of Upver Skirdagh, while Dr. Madden and I stuyed

in John Dyra's just across the yard. Sone of those days Dr.Mudden
felt he nust amputate two of Jimmie Swifi's. toes. Jivmy was put on
the table and I was instructed in what assistance I had to render,
Including adninistering the additional anaesthetic should it prove

necessary. He got the job done to his complete satisfaction and

made Jimmy quite comforiable.

On Saturday I undertook "to muke a silk purse out of & sow's
ear", The rifle I had wes almost useless because the front sight
was so0 badly worn asnd out of line. I stuck the point of the barrel
and front sight in a hot turf fire until I got the projecting sight
VEery waImMm. I then hammered it ofer to what I considered the correct
Alignment. After it cooled, Dr. Madden and I went up one of the
mountain ravines close at hand, to try it out. To our delight we

arnd
found it just about perfect. So this wus mnother of the tools

. _ A
salvaged in order to gring about John Bull's downfall

.
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On Sunday evening 22nd a number of Brockagh rirls came down
to their cousing in Skirdagh. They had all the latest news of the

happenings sround Wesiport since the Kilmeena Fight.

The sezne evening also Comdt; Jack Comnolly and Staff Capt.
Jim Moran came from Lower Skirdagh. They asked permission to go
over home to Tiernaur, six miles west of us, to esse the minds of
their people at home. It was rumoured they were both ki;led in

Kilmeena. They promised to be back at nightfall.

In coming from Lower Skirdach Jim Moran foolishly cume without
hig rifle, a most unusual mistake for him, but Conunolly had his?iﬁi-
They were back from Tiernaur as promised at nizhtfall and had a

splendid salmon from my cousin, Michael Kilroy "fhe Leap".

I had erranged to meet my wife -wt—frmeymoogene, and two
sisters, in Jimmie Kesne's of Tawneywoogane, 14 miles outside Newport
that night. '

When the two boys had a rest we started off for Keane's where
we arrived about midnight. We hnd 23 hours of pleasant conversstion,
exchange of recent news and recent rumours, of which there was plenty,

VWhile Jimmie XKeane and his son did guard for us outside.

When the time of departure arrived I felt a great urge to get
away quiclkly. The feeling was like a distinct sharp call and so
sudden. 4hat was it? Hud we outstayed our visit?  @hat was
happening ¥ Was I foolish to have come 7 Je must get out quickly
but no person here must know the urge. Sureiy there must be’something
happening er about to happen. Jimmie Keane was called in to bid

him good-bye and thank him for his kindne=ssa,

When Jimmie came in he advised us:= as we had justified our

stand by all the fighting we had taken part in, we should now go easy

until the harveat was gathered, and perhaps a settlement might soon be

made. In any event we could be more independent when our own food

LY

would be secure. I passed the joke that 'Perhaps the next fight may

-

be in Jimmie Keane's cabbage garden' What a remarkable coincidence
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as this was exactly what happened in the next village within an hour.

Ve said good-bye and left, bringing some beautiful presents of
wafers, biscuits, ete., from the women. We hurried over the ancient
road leading from Newport to Crossmolina. This pame old road is the
one chosen by the Tans and police to ateal in on the A.S.U. in Skirdagh
this morning while it was 5till dark and the boys asleep. They must

be only 15 minutes behind us.

We came to the stepping stones which then led for a %—of
a mile across the b;g to high ground leading to Upper Skirdagh.
We crossed in eslong this passage now at ocur leisure and feelinz very
much at ease.

There was nothing but pease and contentment this lovely liay
morning in Skirdagh. It wus now beginning to dawn, the light slowly

enveloping us, and the grey shades disappearing.

The lambs in the surrounding gardens were up stretching
themselves, flexing their muscles for the daily roap, and glad to
be alive. Some of the lambs were feeding and oh, how their tails quiver
while this operation is on. I doubt if there is anything in nature

faster, unless perhaps the tail of a fish.

Did our City folk ever hear of anybody doing a job in
"Mwo shekes of a lamb's tail" § Dear Lord, protect us all.
That's it. That's the speed with which disuster is now approaching
Scirdazh and Cloontifinna. "In two shzkes of a lemb's tail * it will

te upon us, if the Lord Himself does not avert it.

When we got to our billets in Upper Skirdagh, we felt it would
be unfair to wake up our friends in order to get to bed ouiselves,
so we decided to wait outside and let our friends have their normal
rest, the idea being that later we could sleep all day if we felt like
doing so.
We then went uround at the back of the houses, only a few
&Frds, discussing the problem of escape from Lower Skirdagh, should
tﬁe need arise, and what a find cover Michael Dyra's ault (gulley)

and other natural folds in the terrain offered. ‘e were only & matter

of seconds discussing this problem when we heard a shot fired by our

8 |

o



-1 }Q{B;’outposf in Lower Skirdagh. This was immediately followed by a

j??‘ rat-tat-tat from the snemy.

It was only beginning to dawn and our outpost did not see
the enemy until they were gquite close. He was not likely to recognise

them either. John Murray, who was returning from the woke of Pat

icMunamon of Skirdagh Cross, observed the police coming down the old
roed from NcNeela's. This was zbout 3.30 2.m.  They then turned

in at the old bridge and walked up to Pat 0'Malley's and John McHanamon's
in extended. formation..'  Murrey raced in the short cui to our out-

post and between them they saved the situation.

I was informed later thut a number of our boys of the A.S.U. left
their billets and went down to Pat McManamon's wake at Skirdagh Cross.
Presuntbly the close confinement of the last three days was heving its
boring affect on them. (It is likely to affect towns boys in this
way) . They thought that a period of associution with the locml

community would be of interest and ensble them pass the time in &
more social manner.

Vhatever their reasons were they should not have done this.
Conditions were not normal. The Skirdagh people were always splendid

*
i forgddiong

netionally, but no matter how good their intentions were our boys must
B fuiod el

curdfiovia o1, Pt nale
know well that the \fere tuking « great risk in putting up the A.S.U.

immediately efter the Kilmeens fight. If some of the older people,
men or women, were Irightened or nervous it was no wonder at all, as

those conditions were new to all concerned.

.

I desire to add that I did not see or hear of the slightest
eign of either nervousness or fear. At the same time their feelings
should have been considered and respected, and this was the only way

we had to show our gratitude. They fed us, did our washing and gave us

shelter when we badly neceded it.

et i e
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been sufficient o impress ull with the need for quietneas and secrecy.

But 'Boys will be boys® and it is eesy for us now to criticise in the -
light of what happened afterwards. But it d4id geem to the rest of
us at the time that from associution vith the A.S.U. and sesing the
care exercised in general by everybody, those boys should noi have
talkten such liﬁerty by "exposing their hand" so to speak, in this way. _
They risked letting the whole A.S.U. down badly, as well as the Nation,

gnd our dear friends with whom we wers staying.

At thet wuke there were people out from Newport, some of whom
were not worthy of trust, so far as we were concerned._ I am also
informed that a large quantity of cigarettes had been purchased the
previous days in a local shop, the owner of which was anything but
favourably disposed to our movement. It wes no wonder that under
all those conditions the Neuport police cnd Tans decided to Taid us in

the small hours of Monday morning.

If we only knew they were coming what a lovely receiption we
could have prepared for them. Now they haud "To take pot luck".
We did the best we could and it was not at all to their liking.
In fact, but for the loss of dear Jim Browm, it was the most

interesting engzgement of our whole campaign.

Now owing to the prompt action of John Murray and our outpost
several valuable minutes were gained for everybody concerned, and that
xmeant & lot.

The outpost fired at once. The time “2? then just 3.45 a.m.
J 2
It was not possible for cur outpost to send work around to all the boys

.

oI
who were in bed. He felt thet by opening firq«would be the best all

round method of getting the boys to hit the floor, and force the enemy

to cover at the same time.

Newport was only three miles uway and that in itself shofila have

A
al [ o
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Some were.actually out on the street without their boots, but

the housekeeper quickly followed un with them. One man had his right
boot on his left fuot and vice-verse. He found this high preasure
did not nmuke for speed. Another had two socks on one feot, still
another put two feet into one leg of his pants, You see the Tans were
only 25 yeurs ewss from some of the houses, and mout certeinly our boys
did not like this kind of music so eurly in the nornings. Besides it

was too near end on too discord.nut z note for pe:zceful slumber.

The boys in this enrd of the village were in real du.nger and they

knew it.

All thicz excitement wus over in a few seconds. The speed
which was developed only goes to siow how fast one can be, then he has

"4 cozl on euch foot" especially if the feet =re bure.

Now was being enucted what, in my opinion wis one of the most
remarkable chain of circumstunces, covering a period of 24 hours, that

happened in Irieland during our campaign for Irish freedom.

Vnen.we three boys in Upper Skirdagh heard the firing in the
lower purt of the village, about g half mile away, we sprang into
asction at once. Whoever had the large puper of beautiful biscuits
slung it violently away from him, just as if he had got an electric
shock. He gave it such u dush against the grassy fence of the
gaerden that the paper seemed to dissolve and there were the beautiful
pink wafers with an admixture of other sorts stirewn for yards all over

the fence. "

What a treat the hens nmust have had when they cuame around the

corner some hours later, and what a sprint must have developed when

they spied the sumptuous spread on the side of the fence.

Captain Jim Moran, not having his rifle, was to go into

MecDonnellts and Dyra‘'s here beside us so uas to help Dr. Madden get



?ﬂ. 3;‘7' Tnc boys got out ver,s hurriedly, :@nd dressed to the
accompaninent of rapid fire by 24 of the enemy, who had run to

cover immediutely when ouar centty opened up on thewn.

Sizird..gh is a Ilarge extend=d village of twelve houses and
there vere sonme of our boys in every house, and ubout u dozen bors
in Cloontafinus village, east of Siirdagh, which consisted of fiwve

houces. Tne 17 houses extendb~i for about £ of 4 mile.

The first rat-tut-tat of the enemy fire left no question to
be usked or answered. Ever;body - villegers as well ac A.5.1. men -
felt lilke as if they haé the proverbial "Red hot coal on each foot",

and had no time at =1l to throv the coals off.

¥nat with the boys dressing (in "Pwo shukes of & lamb's tuil")
and the women chisingz asround collectirs huversucks, washed socks,
~irts, sweaters, caps, bundoliers etc., then chasing back asouin to
make sure nothing was forgotten! They knew only too well what a

mistake or overaight would mesn for them.

Afterw-rds re-naking the wurm beds and occupying them in
double time in order to allay any likely suspicion theat may be

coming later.

Then the sudden eruption of men, divinr out the back doors and
windowsa One men, after diving out a window and getting on to high
geer with the first or second spring, was nit on the buck of the head
by his haversack, which was ocatapulted out the window sfter him.

This promptly sent hin spinning on to his knees.

Another man raced out the Goor but raced back fuster. He had
everything but his rifle. He wondered what was missing when he could
sprint so essily. A third actually got awsy without his bandolier of

ammunition. But on this aamunition hangs another tale.
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_Ja‘ out the wounded boys and get them away. What an innocent mq;g on
the evening before deprived us of this man's rifle. Hig marksmanship,
which was excellent, would have mede his assistunce in the fight a

great help to us.

Comdt. Juck Connolly and I ran down towards the lower section
of the‘villuge in order to help cover our boys' escape. ¥ed lloune
sent a local volunteer named Hichael kurray out to Captain Thomas Cleury
of the Shramore Company, for local help und guidance for the security

of our viounded men of the Kilmeenc fight.

It was almost flat for 300 yards in front of McDonnell!s.
Just & very grudual rise and then a dip of 50' or B80°'. ‘When we got
on this crest we suw, owing to the dull light, what we thought were
our boys coming towerds us in an extended line over the flat bog,
and at sn elevation over the hollow which was between us of from 10°
to 15'. ‘We still kept hurrying and were down in the flat in &

few seconds.

Now we could see those in front more clearly betwoen us an&
the eastern sky, and I began to observe the repgularity of the
Policemen's caps. Whether we had some cloud which obscured the
light or not I can not remember, but it was & quarter to 4s.m. snd

8till visibility was poor.

On becoming suspicious I turnel by head and spoke over my
shoulder to Juck: "Be careful, I think this is the ememy". We still
kept advancing, but, my oh my, there was no desire at all mow to rum
forward. However, the need for this pretence or deception suddenly

ended.

For immediately I tock my eyes off Juck and looked forward :
again I sew the next man in front of me raise his rifle and start to

aim. Naturally I took it that it was at me he was aiming ana he could

not be much over 150 yards away. Surely he could not miss at this
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ﬁihprt range. Now I had to eatimate how loug it would take him to

aim and pull the trigpger. If I flopped down too soon he still would
have his live cartridge, which I desired to deprive him of, and I would

then be at an even worse disadvuntage.

If only God would help me to make this deception complete,

" otherwise I wag a "dead duck" immediately. I waited so long, oh so

very long, and was still walking forward. It must have been at least
two seconds and then I pitched forward to the ground. Thanks be to
God the deception was so complete that I heard hin say, immediately

and distinetly, to one of his puls: "Wusn't that o good shot?

"Pirst shot in the morning a men dowm".

Now here was Jack and I caught in this hollow with the hill
immediately behind us end no chance of escape. If we attempted to mun

in any direction we would be noticed at once. We would then have

twenty-four rifles pumping leud at ua, dear me, what amusement that would

yield. Oh yes, to the enemy I mean of course, not to poor Jack or me.
Jack dnd I were now placed at every possible disadvantage,

while the enemy had every advantuge in the calendar. They were on a

tableland over us. The most perfect cover was at their very toes.

They had the rising sun at their buck while we had it on our eyes.

They got the first shot in, and there were twenty-four of them extended.

along that tableland to back up that first shot.

They were a lot too close to ua for comfort. ‘Fhere we lay
was as bare and flat as it could possibly be.

Their cover was auch as seldom occurs in any kind of soil, and
very rarely even in bogland. I can only compare it to a2 huge jumble
of large boxes or crates from four to twelve feet long, ebout three
or four feet wide with rounded ends, and sbout two feet six inches high.

There was a passage made by cows around every one of them. This was

done by constant usage down through the ages.

I understand thet the cows in this district were lﬁzy. They

created the trenches for welking in so that they could feed on the banks

F

' |



%

!

e

Wi;hout having the trouble of stooping down for it. Also by this
convenience they could keep un eye on the scenery and their pals

as well.

Anyway here were the ideal and ready-msde trenches over which
the advancing enemy was walking when we were fired on. We gathered in
our rifles guietly and very slowly so that the enemy would not notice
eny motion in the supposed dead man. ‘¥e lknew that, owing to the poor
light, we had to aim very low. I aimed as low as the hips at least,
and fired. As his head was encircled b a bright patch in the sky.
&t his back I actually saw the dust leeve his cap. He wis saved by

the worn sight of my rifle.

His comrade with an English accent asked: "what's that, Whats
that? "Oh" says the other, '"the peak of my cap, he struck the peak
of my cap', The Englishman says back to him: "Pake cover, take cover

You should alwaye take cover in a case like that".

5till Jack and I got three or four rounds each into them

before they were all under cover.

Now there was aﬁleast several minutes of rapid firing in
which the enemy discovered that we could shoot straight.
This discovery on their part proved a great asset to us, as after
events proved, several of them got their caps riddled with bullets.
They had been expressing gratitude for their escape afterwards and

A

showing their caps to prove what narrow shaves they had.

_J Naturally this was a good incentive towards keeping them

3 under cover. A most desirable procueding from our point of view!

If Jack end I felt 2t the outset that they were a lot too
J near ubl, now we had the tables turned, and they felt we were a lot

too close to them for comfort.
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2b. Froa now on there wues only an oct :sional round fired from
either side. This wis most important te us as our mmmunition waa
running very low.
The minutes were ticiking away very slowly while Juck and I
realised thet it was becoming very serious even if we had the bast

of the encounter =so far.

Retreat in any direction wus next to impossible. There wis
in our rear szbout 100 yards of a steep incline so that any effort to
run up this in froni of an enemy so close might prove disastrous.

A greater distance to either right or left without any cover whatever

left our chance of escape in any direction very slim imdeed.

I was now anxious to fall back to the base of the hill if
possible. I whispered my desire to Jack and usked him to shout if

he saw any movement of the enemy while I was up.

Wwhen running back Juck fired where he saw some movement.
"Wasn't that quicker and better" mays Jack "and he will give us no

more trouble".

So far this engagement guve us another reason for further
elation, now thzt we had control, and the build up of a great store
of confidence. There were many excellent reasons for this elation,
if only our position was not so serious from the point of view of
depleted ammunition.

\

« For instance, here was the evidence that two men could ferce

twenty-four men to cover and keep them pinnei down. One man could
do the same, as Dr. Madden proved successfully for the half hour while

Jack and I were retiring back to him.

Under such conditions an additional dozen experienced
riflemen could achieve a lot by either a flenking movement or even

a front attach.
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3% In my opinion, given those conditions, the Skirdagh fight would
be over in en hour. It could only end by the conmplete surrender and

capiure of all the enemy then engaged, and their equipment.

We were there at least iwenty or thirty minutes, and we were
down to our last round of ammunition, when we heard Dr. Yadden, like
a grouse on the heather, calling behind us. "Micheel, Mithzel, where

are ye? Where are ye?".

It is only feir at this stage to remark on Jr. Mudden's
difficultieé when getting out in the moming, First he had to help
Jim Moran get out the wounded boys, Jimmie Swift and (Whack) Michael
Hughes, to 2z sufe passage up the ravflp towards Glenlaura.

Swiftlhau to be carried about 24 miles by Moran and others until they
gsecured a horse.
News

Mudden then turned down te join us against a hall of bullets

which were flying wild, for the first half-hour, up from the enemy

then in mid-Skirdagh.

Cleur proof of this danger, even though the enemy could not i
see across the crest of the hill or elivation that intervened was,
old John Dyra being wounded when getting out of bed, and McDounell's pig b

been shot on the street.

This risk was telen by ludden of running into the enemy, without

knowing exactly where to go, What chance he huad of zetting in toucn

'Y

with us, or how many friends of his were about« /' ' -7, - g

When he arrived on top of the hillock he could not see any i
trace of a living soul. The only indication he had of anybody being
around was an occasional shot and this by now would be after ipng
intervala of perhaps 10 to 15 minutes, so his position was pgzzling

in the extrems.

ol

The enemy might be anywhere, he had no means of finding out,



3€i In my opinion it would take i man of the greatest pluck und determination
to face such a problem and to persevere in carrying on alone to the end.
A person would actually need to be placed in such & trying ordeal bvefore
one could fully grasp all that it takes, The feeling of complete
isoclation cun be very trying and difficult , and it is only a man of
the greatest mental endurance could face such a problem and carry it

through.

Notwithstanding all his difficulties he was in touch with us
in twenty or thirty minutea, though he msy have been 10 minutes or
more weighing up the position before he culled out to us. After
he studied the situation for some time he started hie subdued calling

tactics.

T can assure the render it wes one of the greatest joys of
my life to hear that call. Qur ammunition was exhausited by then

so our thence of eacape was very slim indeed.

When we heard Dr. Nadden's sweet voice on the mountain eir
our hopes suddenly soaréd like a kite in a lively breeze. 1% Imew
he had a communding position in our rzar, as we had run down that way

Just 2 half hour earlier.

It was most difficult under our conditions to let him know
where we were, but we managed somehow and told him the enemy was
righf in front of him, 180 yerds away. ‘We askel him to keep a
sharp look out as we wanted to get buck. Te were firectlyiunder

him but the curve of the hillecrest hid us from his view.

we had a lot more confidence nov as we new Madden had

qs d
perfect control of the situation, being on a much higher and more

copnanding position than the eneny.

There was no pressure whatever needed to get Jack and I

retdre from our exposed perilous positisn of the Past half-hour, so



aﬁ we 1itoved =2t once. I started to zo up the hill feet Tirst,
e )
A most difficult task, with my revolver sticking in the “fround ang
rushing me over every move I made. Jack Connolly hud the same

trying ordeal, It must have talken us st least s half hour to get
back under cover beside Dr. lMndden, enby abowr 4o yands

Fortunately we got lloran and Connolly to bring us, back from
Tiernaur Sunduy evening, 200 round of +303 which they had churge of.
This was needed now for distribution among our boys us, after 2% hours
fight in Kilmecns, they had very light bandoleers. It also pgave usg
great heart this morning, as Madden had the 200 rounds with him when

he came out to us, because our supply had run very low, 0“4?10“*'*’“*“i’ﬁ*”z_

We were now joined by Tommie Ketterick, Q.M., Johmnie Gibbons,
Adjt., Paddy Cannon, Castlebar, and Juck McDonagh, ‘Westport.
We immediately pooled and divided all our smmunition equally. i
This was necessury because our 200 rounds of fresh ammunition was
exhausted by the time those four boys arrived.
L

Now Ketterick started with his endless Jokes and as everybody

e e T

felt we were in control, we did enjoy them. "Look at that fellow away
in the rear 500 yards. Is it his rifle or his leg he has up daring us?
Will T make him take it down?" Then a bang and there was nothing to

be seen but grey sedge or mountain grass, the cover was so conplete.

This weni on for hours. Ketterick wanted permission to do
g right flank movement, but as this would mean a wide detour angd delay.
rl
our numbers (only seven) were too small to divide up for a movement

of this kind against such odds. Je knew thate was & big number of

men down there, but we did not then know exactly how many, o weas 14



de were about eight hours enguged and we felt th:t reinforce-
ments might errive any minute, Sure enough at 11.45 the first of the
lorries cane. de saw three rucing down from Sizirdagh school ubout
1% miles awny. e then withdrev at our leisure, fecling sure that

the enemy would be slow to follow us. In this we were wvery much

misteken.

Put MCLoughlin and his pal Brown escaped from Skirdagh
to Buckegh villzge. _They saw a number of police, aprrox 30,
passing Buckegh village at about 11 a.m. Travelling in an easterly
direction., I assume that it was this party who arrived so quickly
on our trail at the enterance 4o Glanlaura. If this was so we had

s miraculous escape from Bein: surrounded. 10 minutes delay on our o

*

part would leave us practically surrounded.

They must have been watching us going up the old pussage
which leads around Buckagh Mountain. When we left their sight
by erossing the shoulder of the hill we moved diagonslly down to

the right, 1eading to my dear friends Mr. Patrick Chambers and his
wife.

We were hungry and dry so we got a beautiful home-made
cake and a can of fresh milk. de would not dine inaide but we
took the food nut to the gable of the house where we could have 2
delightful scenic view of the towering hills each side of us, and
Beautiful Glanlara from end ;o end with its lovely placid serpentine

stream, over which some of the locals had to cross as many as thirty

times on their journed up or down the glen.

We had only just started our meal when, to our dismay, the
low shoulder of the hill we had just crossed on entering the Glen
twenty minutes before was swarming with police. ¥e told Patrick

Chambers he would find the can over the hill later, As we had not

L
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all the milk drank we took the can with us.

‘fe how came on a wide spuce of perhaps twentiy yards or less
that seemed to be effected by en ancient landslide. We were
impressed by this depression very much because the moss, grass
and old rushes there were about exactly the shade of our trench
and Gaberdine coats. Je considered it very much better than the

hesther on either side, so we turned straight up on this surfasce.

Immedistely the enemy appernred at the entrance to the Glan
they started letting off bursts from the machine gun. We judged
by the change in the echo and noise as a clear indication to us tha%
we were not yet sighted. While this continued we still kept moving
slowly up. If we rushed, it nwuﬁld be like calling on the world
to watch us. At the same time we knew that every yard gained might

make the difference between success and failure.

We were perheps one third of the way up and the guaner 8till
firing and swinging his machine gun in many directions. Suddenly
the ground was torn up in our midst by meny rounds frem a burst of’
the machine gun in an zig-zag fashion. .

Instandly there was a®cry of 'hult" and an explaination as
to the reason why #g;; renain  upright. In other words, no
movement, as the gunner was not likely to be ldcking over his sights
unde£ those conditvions. If that were so we were<yet safe. Ve would
quickly know if he had sighted us. Also any movement on our part
would only help his vision aes eur colour was very close to that of

the grassia.

In & few seconds he sent another burst in an entirely different
direction. The idea behind those machine gun bursts seemed to be
that if a group of men were anywhere about hiding, they would get -

_panioky, Jump up and run for their lives like frightened hares.



Should suca a foolish thing happen, what delightful sport T
those 'limbs of the law' would have that blessed sunny May day on
the beautiful slopes of Glanlara. Their gun bursts were in vain,tfm;er’ i
as there was no evidence of panic to be found anywhere in the Glan.

Ye then decided to take what cover we would on the steep
bare hillside and not risk further movement. There was an cocasionsl
clump of decayed rushes available which was not nearly so high up on
our hill as on the opposite one (Buckagh). Our early movement, when

I

we started to retreat, let them to think we were on Buckaghiicivn Tacn SAopcs

=

In a very few minutes their highest flanker on our side passed - i

right under us just about thirty yards avay. fe could easily put o

a Tinger stone further than him. How he missed seeing our milk can Li

is more than I can understand, because it was foolishly left in the 1

open. Perhaps ne did see it, but knew that, "It was better to be a - L

coward for five minutes than a dead wan all his life™! ir
i

How ma-mr hundred tand and police passed in we do not know. ! 1
They covered a mile wide from hillside to hillside In extended ‘ |
formation snd I believe they were at least & a mile in depth. 1
There should be at least four or five hundred for there were about(fifty) -
_ﬁ)::r-ries on the roads. %«Jfﬂm Mﬁ:?ﬁ—ﬁ;# d‘:u;fw, ]
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T
latoon of Military were at Skirdagh Cross roads, but refused

to go up the hill. They told the police that they were not paid for
thut loind of work, but the police were. ¥e do know that a lot of the

police, on their own adnission, came from Athlone and intermediate

stations without breakfast.

In mapy houses which they entered they ate up several home-made
cakes and drank many basine of sweet milk. Lots of them were
agtonished how those people could have such beantiful bread, not

forgetting the old saying that "Hunger is great sauce".



! }p?" Gradually the main body moved in past uas, Then a struggling
regrguard and finally, strange to say, a bunch of the real "Brass Huts",
about six of them. Lo and behold you, what did they do but sit down
te rest on some gurden fences straight under us and only four hundred
yurds away. Wnat a teumptationt If only we could rope them in.

Here were we too far away to do it silently. Too fur alse fron the
top of +%he hill to have a chance of geétting away from that machine gum,
if we opened fire and thereby draw uttention to our vosition.

What & galling situation.

We had everything (almost) thet one could desire, arms,
ammunition and a quantity of rare bulls' eyes. "But® (ah how
annoying that work can be) Gur hands were tied so to speak.
¥e had to lie there with lots of tiime on our hands and let our
desires dissolve into thin air. whot a strain this was on all
of us. However, we found much consolation in the saying “He that

fights and runs away shall live to fight another day".

Until all had passed in we remained where we were and soon

they were "Gone like the snow of last yeuxr". Not z trace of them
in sight. Yes, they were gone from our range of vision, but they
were then arriving in the village of Shrarevagh. On errival there

they fired off many more rounds of ammunition, and started shouting
to the people of the houses to put them out. "Put out the hares the
hounds are here: Put ther out" . They then made a thorough search

4

in 811 those houses.

On Saturday, 4th Feb. 1956, Put Chembers, Derrybrook, told his
p——
son, Lieutenant Thomas Chumbers the joke about 0'Brien and himself
regarding the hole in the cap. They got a lot of refreshments
in those houses; also in Pat Chambers's house of Derrybruck, that is
futher of Lieu. T. Chambers, who was at the moment with the 4.S.U. Playing

hide and seek with the crown forces. Many had refreshments from Put

his wife and daughters that day. They were badly in need of same,



Hj’. as they had walked 6 miles of mountain from the Glenhest road in
sweltering heat.
The last man that came was O'Brien from the Newport Burracks.
He was recounting the hard time they had in there in Skirdagh all
morning - and then what a joke followed - "Look what I got in the morning "
said he, pointings out the hole in the peak of his cap. Then the
innocent and bland reply of my dear friend Pat - "Too high".
wghat "? exclaimed 0'Brien, "T0O HIGH be Q....., It was entirely

too low for my taste, He nearly got ME ",

I would venture to say that the lesson O'Brien and his pals
learned in Skirdagh that morning saved Pat Chambers's life from the
consequence of what his innocent remark may otherwise being upon hin.
For O'Brien had been a bad boy in the Newport District. There wale
many men murdered in Ireland during that period for very much less

provocation then what Pat's remark amounfed to.

T have resson to believe that the enemy who spent from eight
to eight end a-half hours in the moist bog trenches in Skirdagh had
a very much fifferent outlook on life after the engagement. When a
few of them got up to Arthur Devine's some day after the engagenment,
for refreshments, they started immediately to hug.Arthuf and tell him
how lucky they were in Skirdagh. In order to prove their statements
they then produced their capas to show how they were riddled with
bullets. Eight hours %8 a long time fo} thought under such unpleasant

L]
oonditiones.

Also the fact that our bullets went up through the peak of
0'Brien's cup proveas two things that we have stated earlier -
(1) That we were very near them when O'Brien fired on Jack and b e
(2) That we must have been very much lower than them when the bullet
went up through his cap. If it was down the bullet went

he could not tell any tules,.

T always théught that the first man who fired at me was like

0'Brien. Now after almost thirty-five years Pat Chambers of Derrybruck



verifies it.

L

Now we would 2tretch our limbs and made for the top of the

hill “Like the goat in fine weather". On getting there what a

pleasant surprise was in store for us. God himself had the place
prepared for us for centuries. The turf was washed away to the

bare gravel for porches around, and at various angles, 'so that we
vere left with an assortment of rampzrts breast high.
el
Here we felt very secure as we knew that even the hundreds
of men, who had just passed in, werc not capable of dislodging us,
even if we were dizcovered which was most unlikely, as the last of

them were by now miles away and the evening was advencing.

Our position now was on a shoulder jutting south from
Berreencorragh and just 1,600 feet above sea level. We had a

splendid view of a large tract of the couniry south, east and west.’

With the aid of our telescope we noticed two lorries and

a red crogs ven at Cloontafinna, two miles away. We saw a number

of stretchers being carried to the van and apparently put in.

P

Je xmew now that the officer in charge of the(éf‘zfé>mornings fight
wes Munroe and thet he was budly wounded in the chest by a bullet that
entered the arm or shoulder. Another foliceman was killed &nd one

wounded.

Jim Brown of Kilmeena, was badly wounded in the alBidomen and
died in Castlebar Hospital. It was our friend Micheel Dyra of
Alth Bue who went down to Ballutigue for Fr. Mclie:mee to come up and
attend Jin Browm, The Priest was up to him in a ahsrt time., '
Brown crept .as far as Dyra's house, a few hundred yards after getting

wounded in the abdomen.

;) We do not know how Jim Brown got caught, but we sirongly suspect

from what I saw of him din the retreat from Clooneen, Kilmeena, the



previous Thursday that he mu:y have been rather incautions.

Théis could have been‘iecouruged in' a man like Brown by the short

renge of his oli shotgun, which neciésitated getting close to the

enemy, While he was a very quiet man, he was big and powerful

wnd not likely to fancy running on every occasion. It was only when we °
got down off the mountain we learned of Jim Brown's oisfortura,

In his retrezt fwom Skirdagh village I em informed he crossed a large

open space insteig of keeping to better cover, which was svailable.

His 1ife could have been saved if he had got Dr's attention earlier.

fe remained in our ramparts until nightfall snd them game
down to Mrs.McDonnell's and Drya's, right in the hezrt of the

battlefield of eurly morning. They set zbout cooking for us at

T T U T

once. I assure you Coumin Michael's salmon was not forgotten.

Howevexn, he escaped the round-up was a pleasant surprise to us all.

My dear Lord, what beams of joy shone from the faces of those
people for sheer delight in seeing the seven of us safely back agnin
after the past twenty hours! ;xcitement. I would mention ;spec}ally
those of Mrs. McDonnell and her three daughters, Mrs.McNulty now of

Chieago, Nora and'Maggie, now Mrs. John J, Ketterick of NWewport.

There was agfp, of Hcdonnell's shot on the atreet in the
merning. #hen old John Drya next dodw was getting out of the
kitchen bed in the morning another bullet came in the front doow
and flattened on the wall beside him. This bullet actually blackened |
his hip when passing.

Ellen McDonnail told me she kmww where the forgotten bandolier _
of ammunition was hidden in a reckle of turf. She also suggested

that we could collect it while the meal was being cooked by the others.

Ellen and I went down right beside where some of the Tans were under

cover in the morning. ¥e searched a good dezl but failed to find

the Bandolier. . Nevertheless, I thought this girls hiding of
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the Bundolizr, under the noses of the Tuns, wus a wonderful feut.
She wus little more than e child, and it wes then approaching midnight

and very durk.

Wonen Ellen and I got back to the house we Bad a beautiful mshl

of salimon"fresh run" - (from the ses.)

In the morning when the Tins and Police started to follow us up
they immediately came on MeDonnell's and Jyra's houses. A number of
them were very excited, they saw a lot of blood around the street and

their faces began to beam with the joy of an impending capture.

They shouted for the wounded men "Where were they hidden?
Put them out immediately" Hrs lidDonnell told them casually
"There were no wouaded men here and the bleod was the bleood of their pig
that was shot on the street®, That was not enough to satisfy atal. |

They had to go into the two houses and turned every artitle of furniture

upsdde~down and inside-out, in search of the elusive I.R.A. men who

had been engaged in "A battle Royal" all morning with then.

After those men clezred away Mrs. McDonnell sent her daughter,
Muggie, over to Frank Chambers to get him draw the blood from the pig.
Bvidently the Tans made a messy job of the pig, as they did with most

other things they put their hands to.

When Maggie was going over the hill an %eroplane came down SO
close to the child that she felt she could leave her hand on it,
it was so low. This happened two or three times. She vas very
much frightened. It was well for her she did not unde}stand. The
girl was young and small at the time. The Pilot dived down, evidently
to make sure whether it wis 8 man wac—in—éé before he would open up

his guns.

In ny opinion she had a narrow shave and it was well for her

she was not grown up, as evidently the Pilot recognised.

[y




When Supper was over it pust be about mindight, so we said Good-bye
and sturted on our trying journed.

Gerald Flynn, N.T., and Joe Murray, brother of Patrick Ellen,
were compelled by the Militury to help in extracting a Tield gun and
the Mules that were drawing it, from a bog hole alongside the road.
The Mules and the gun had slipped into the boghols on a bend at the
bottom of the hill at Treenlaur lodge. The Soldier who was riding

on the mule got his leg jammed between the imules in the hole.

H-T
Cerallf Flynngcounted the mules near where he was forced to help and
he found there were at least 16 and perhaps 20 mules. This would
give this Military party two or three Field guns 2nd Two or three

Field Kitchens, with 6 mules to a gun, and two to a field Kitchen.

#T
G&ﬂkfv.Flynn4reminds me it is now 34 years since Skirdagh Fight

and he can not be very accurate about defmils. He reminds me also
that he could not count the military, as they were all over the place
around the wood at Treenlauvr Lodge. There were also Police in this

vicinity,

Myl but it is a great consolation when one is 4n a tight
\o
corner to be able to anticipate the other fellow's more. Then
you can Blip between hig fingers and sait down for a good amile.

Dr. Madden was always ahout perfect at this ganme.

Our objective now was to get ecross the Newport river, over
two miles south of us, as quickly as possible. He wanted to get
outside the likely cordon that was possibly alreudy established.

This must be done at all costs before daylingt.

At this stage the reader might reascnably ask - Why were we
8o get on apparently running into the enemy in this particular digection
The enemys' point of arrival all day, The road covered with lorries and
all the possible risks those conditions offered - Ware not the Hayo
Mountains wide enough, high enough and God knows, neumerous enough for

us to hide in.



1543’ John Bull's men would answer no. At their leisure for a
full week they were to sezrch out every inch of the lorth luy- hills
with Aeroplanes, Currier pigeons, Big guns, Field Kitchens and g hugh
array of their army, together with all the Padlice and Tans they could

collect from Newport to Athlone and Galwey.

Our answer algo is XO. There was not enough of room for
us in the wide sweep of the North Mayo hills. Besides we had no
field Xitchens to take with us to the top of &ny hill, if we decided
to go there, That meant we would have to go without brealcfust and

perhaps many succeeding meals also,

To have that happen to us two days in succession was not good
encugh for us, so we decided to have breakfast in Broody 0'Toole's of

Loplough South of the Newport River, if God enabled us to make it.

e Imew we would most likely meet up with the enemy as we
crossed either of the roads or the river. That was by now very
natural to expect, but i} was also our best chance and probably our

only one.

Our reasons for going South were many, amd easy to grasp:-

(1) We knew from the Mclonnell's while having supper, that there
was a large group of lMilitary already on the scene, both on
‘the Skirdagh district as well as in Treenlaur, on the opposite
side of Buckegh mountain. Also there were the hundreds of Tansg
and Police we saw during the day es they p;ssed us, when going
Rorth through Glanliura.

(2) We expected they were not likely to give up without a thorough
search of the North Mayo Mountains, having, as they thought,
bottled us up. It was plain to us that our chance of excape
inside this supposed cordon was very slinm indeed, notwithstunding
the height of the many mountains, 2,000 ft. High and more.

(3) Our bes$ chance was to get out, and get out quickly, as daylight

was coming very fast.
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(4) The maejority of the enenmy were North, East and JYest of us.
(At Skirdazh)

(5) The enemy were likely to lay this cordon all around the Nephin
Beg range of mountains ineluding Skirdagh, which they did,

(6) A segment of that cordon was likely to be 1laid along the
Newport - Glenhest road running West to Eust, one mile south
of Skirdagh; or zlong the Newport - Glanisland rozd, also
runnihg Test to Bast within three miles of Skirdagh, with the
Newport TRiver and Beltra Louch Intervening.

(7) This means we were on the Southern edge of the supposed cordon
with a good chance of getting through, b; the exercise of grest can

ceuthon, before daylight.

(8) 1In any of the other directions for excape the distances were
so great we would not heve & chance to cover half the distance

before daylight, and even less of a chance after the pun got up.
{9) The eneay was not likely to expect we would walk right through
the battle-field and cross the roads where everybody, including
ourselves, saw such heavy traffic during the past dazy.

(10) If this cordon was besn:laid around us it was not likely that
it would be so perfectly done, in such a short time, that a
few armed natives could not slip around them or through then.

So our great essentizl was speed, and our direction South.

But how could we hurry 7 Such n method was impossible
to adopt with safety. ‘fe had to investigate and be susp;cious of
\every cow, calf, donkey and whin-bush along our passege to the bridge.
We ¥mew the enemy was ;ikely ta be met with anywhere, but most certainly
some of them should be at the river bridge, we had to assume.
Having arrived there our problem was to reconnoitre the bridge and
its approaches from both ends. A slow dndertaking, but to our delight

we found the pridge and its surroundings unoccupied, so we crossed over

like one Tom Smith.

Rejoicing in our great good fortune we thankéd God for our
success so far. Bat how He must smile at our puny efforts and antican'ﬁ
expecierlly if He gave us & thought at all or remembered the tit-bit He

had arranged for us.



" of cover. Further; our knowledge of the enemy posiiion now led

Our whole equipment of rifle, revolver, ammunition, bandolier
and haversack weighed over 30 1bs. In all our marching, carrying this

outfit was "A labour of love'.

We were now passing at the South West corner of Beltra Lough.
‘Vhen we rounded a "ecriggaun" or hillock we were close to the shore from
which stretched that beautiful lake, with its yellow sands at the
northern end upon which the Glenhest Races are run in the summer.
It is three miles long, and one of the best fishing lakes in the west

of Ireland. To the school, and cross roads, at the end of the lake

e

was another quarter mile.

.
-

Oh! to our consternation, there was the headlights of many

._i

lorries. “Jump to it boys" says Mzdden. "They are setting outposts
there now and as quick as we can run to the Derryloughan, or Newpori-

Glanisland roud they will be there before us".

Seeins those headlights and their pogition was a clear
indication to us that our estimate of their tactics was correct.
OQur configence was theruby strengthened, espacially, as we hadlalgost all
our Major difficulties already overcone. If we did not get to
the Glanisland road before the lorries arrived we still had lots of

wide open spaces of heathery land on eigher side of us with plensy

us to assume he had not yet completed his encircling movement.
So here we were on equal terms at last. Our 5oy was unbounded,
9
after 22 hours of a grg}ing test in which the odds were overwhelmingly

against us.

What a reliefl e would now give him "A run for his money"
It was clear tc us now there would be no acouts on the remaining

sectiou of the road in front of us. Fe were as esrly as he on the

Jjob with nuch greater interest st stake — our lives, We could now
use all the speed of which we were capable without any danger of running:

into the eneny. He were extremely anmious to achieve our_objective, ﬂ]

-
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the final section of our ordeal, by crossing the Glanislund roed.

Now ecconds, even quarter seconds,_were going to count
tremendously, and they did. The Glanislend reoad was just a mile
away. Qur passage was over & new coarse sandstone and gravel road.
The lorries had just about three miles to do over a much better old

road. In other words, they should be at the head of our road in

six minutes or less.

Could it be done? Could it reelly be done by all seven
of us, even if we were dressed only in tights, over such a bad road.?
Surely no. Then what with our heavy boots, full suit, overcoat

and thirty pounds of equimment? Surely it was impossible. But
it must be done.

We had lots of experience by now that "God helps those who
" help themselves". We asked Him to lighten our load, and he not only
did that but,figuratively, dressed us in tights as well, and perhaps

carried us along.

When we started the race the order was "Run boys run, and if
you fall don't wait to rise", As we approached the main road we were
forced to observe that on our left, sbout thirty yards away, there was
a very slight hill, over which the roed came. As the leading lorrg.
was climbing it on the far side the beams of its headlights were shot
upwards just slightly over our herds. fe were not yet on thaf-?baﬁ

but we must cross it inorder to be safe. Ve made a last gprink and,

I assure the reader, there was not one "laxter" (lazy fellow) among us.

We were now crossing the road and making for our final Jjump
to freedon. But, oh! what e trench was in our path. Who wanted
to measure it? Nobedy. Kobody cared a d... what breadth it was.
All were going to jump as far and as fast as they could anyway.
This is where the quartar second counted. Here is where the sprduted

wings helped, or was it the lorry lights? However, the trench was



59“‘ taken in great style by six of us, but the seventh, we found later on,
mude & boggy landing. He failed to clear the trench and samk down
to his hips or perhuaps deeper. At the time the rest of us did not
know because we kept up our speed to get beyond the lamp beams which

we knew were coming. T asenre you we did not stop even then.

On getting in a hundred yards we suddenly found ourselves
enveloped in a dense fog. S0 dense was it thet we could not see
the lights on the lorries, though we heard the men talk.

This was one of the many blessed fogs by which we escaped in almost
every pinch, during our whole service period, when the going was

proving too much for humans to endure.

How we were secure and at ease -~ here on the flat bog - so
we got together and diaéovered, to our conaternation, that someone
was missing. fe guickly reslised it was Dr. Madden. This was
& stunning blow to us all. We tried at once to extend and search
for him but this order was countermanded immediately, as tile fog was
very dense and we saw the great danger of losing othera owing to the
many bog~holes that were around. Algo there was great likelihood of
us all losing our sense of d:irection, as aften happens in a heavy fog.
Then God only knows where we would land, even if we were lucky enough

to escape the bog-holes.

When Dr. Madden failed to clear the trench he had to settle

dovn as the headlights would be on him in a second or two. He had
\

g ke
to turn his rac\ and hands away before the shining lights would‘show
%
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him up to the enemy.

The enemy lorries halted right beside Dr.ladden, set down ‘E’l.ie"‘_'.-'
outposts with instructions to go down and occupy the bridge we had

crossed a few minutes earlier.

The lorries then driéve off towards Newport.
b

Dr. Midden joined us in a short time aftdrwards. We retired



to the villare of Loplough, just a quarter of u milc up from the rosd.

After the Battle of Skirdagh a persistant rumour originated in the

West that Dr. lMadden and myself were killed in that engapgement.
It was only our appearsnce in various localities, later on, quenched

the belief in our death.

Az far e= I can remember not one of the boys showed any sign
of exhaustion after their mile race. How this could Le possible
is beyond my comprehnsion. I can only see one explanation for it,

and thank the great God of Heaven who ensbled us to perform such a

marvelous feat.

After having breakfast we found the fog had lifted a good deal.

¢ X8 the village is in an elevated position we vould, with the
bl
aid of the telescope, see fmirly faintly the police at the bridge,

about 13 miles away.

Owing to the fog and the distance we were away from the Glenhast

road which:leade fron Newporit to Crossmolina, we must heve miesed a lot

of real fun. As the newspapers of the time suggested the whole

. Nephin range of mountains in North Mayo were surrounded by police and

Military. In support of this huglkeoperation, free use was nmade

of aeroplanes and sarrier pigeons, the Infantry was also flanked by

M
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n
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Artillergﬁ All this was done apparently with a view to create consternati

ion and awe among the people of West Mayo.

The police spent six days combing that whole district but did

not capture one man of the A.S.U.

In this parish there had been a well-known prophecy of Brian
Ruaid {a local seer who had an uncapny kmack of forecasting events)
regerding a big fight in Skirdagh. - It runs:~ "There will be a

big fight in Skirdsgh and one of the British party, a Ted -hsired man

1]

named McManamon would jump on & horse and ride bare-~bucked to Néwport

for help". ‘fhen he would arrive in Newport he would be umked what's

n
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Wrong. fMis reply would be - "Unless help arrives quickly we will
be all killed'". Nov every cetail of this speech end all particulars

took place on that 23rd day of Miy, 1921.

We kmew this tall red-haired Helfanamon well in Newport Barruclks
for some time before the fighting started. The worning of the fight
he jumped on Put 0'lulley's horse and rode bare-buck to. town. When
he arrived at Newport crane he digmounted and was asked by Miss Lizzey
O'Boyle and Mr.John McGovern, both of whom are now dead, -"Whats wrong".
Phe answer was "Unless help arrives soon we will be all killed".

In addition to the foregoing, when the police returned to Newport they
reported freely that - they saw St. Putrick welking around among us

all diuy.

Tney aslso reporteu thut they could not put up their rifles -
but it was ding-ding every time. If that was correct, they must have
been very careful of their heuds for the eight hours they were under

cover during the fight, otherwise there would be & lot more csuslties.

Our stay in Laplough was uneventful. 7e left there on the
night of the 24th May, and went across tq Letra where we remained until

the following night. ‘e then went across to Butler's of Rockfield

’ where we were royally received. The people in that loculity hemrd

sounds of fighting in Skirdagh sbout eight miles sway a= the crow clies.

The fallowing night on 27th May, the seven of us moved into
the Aughagower district where we met the menbers of the Jestp ort Unit
in Curvey und Lankhill villages. There were the boys we missed seo

much in the Kilmeena fight.

Nautrally they felt in high.spirits on heuring what happeneé in
Skirdegh, and congratulated us on getting some of our awn back for the

reverse we sustuined in Kilneena.

Yes, this was war, grim wur with all ite nakedness. Wnile
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congratulations were in order and well .intended, they only served to
renind us of our dear comrades we lést in Kilmeena and Skirdagh.. A
It was only nine days since we parted on the Castlebar rosad at

Drumneen. Ye had loat five comerudes, killed. - Four wounded ks

and captured, three wounded and escapéd, - Thnere was alsc one R

voluniecer captured.

“hether in victory or defeat, we kppw'_,b.}t now that it wes d

Painful departing from the byttlefield, having;to leave ‘some dear « A |

comrade_behind., -. ; . - . o gl
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g;ﬁ' ATter spending some duys in the Auzhagower P.rish we moved en to the
i frowkennedy distriect and . ¢ then moved over io Cughty, ¥e had travcelled
Tl
about 8 miles of mountain country which brought us close to Drummin B.I.C.

1 ]
b ?racks 80 we decided to burn down this stronghold before leavirg.

Instead of breaking in the door we entered by a window and discovered

on getting in that there was a trap set for us.

Inside the door there was a bomb held to the floor by nails. There
w. | then e twine tied to the ring of the bowmb and fastened to the door in such
8 way that the opening of the door pulled the pin of the bomb, and set it to

e: 'lode by having the fuse ignited.

We disconnected the bomb and preserved it for future use. To return

it _to its former owner, with explosive results, was our partioular desire.

1 Now the boys prepared the place for a raal blaze, which was set going
in h few minutes.

3
J It was now nightfall so we set off eastwards to- Claddy where we billeted
ig fin, and in the neighbouring villages, all in the carrowkennegy district.
| :
On the following day about 12 o'clock the 2nd June, our outpost sent

8 word that the enemy was on the Leenane-Westport road in force at Carrowkennedy.

They had a group of turf workers collected off the nearby hanks, and
o.Pel&ed them to fill ?n & road trench which we had got cut some weeks earlier.
i
Inmediately we got word we ran out to a point where we go:t a good view
T the operation being carried out on the road. This was about three quarters
f | mile from us. Some of our billets were much closer. In a :hort time the

rench was filled and the convoy drove off towards Leenane.

One of our officers remarked that as the road leading roundby Delphi
2 huisburg was blocked, as a result of our order issped on the 17th May,

18y would have to redum back our way again,
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Lven so shen returning to Yestport they would have to return our wey, the

Others suggested they were probubly poing fout to Letterfrack Fajr. , .
poor boys, by Zurrovkennedy !! 7.8 our long wished for opportunity in th

offing at last? Yould we be so favoured?

Surely "Mayo of the welcomes" never prepuared a reception wibh such
a fluttering of hearts, auch anxiety for realisation, such enthusiasm for

accomplishment, such desire to have cverybody in pesition, and such anxiety

m

to obey. Could we really be so favoured as to huve them "come our way" on &Y.
= n
their return to VYestport. SR - o4 -1
.
n
The self-reliance engendered by the many contacts with the eneny wus Li
very apparent to-dey. Ay, =
| kel |
The inefficiency displayed by our enemy at the recent fights in ;

Kilmeena and Skirdagh, as well as thg first Currowkennedy fight in Murch

and later at the Railway Bridge, Westport, inspired our boys with the utmost
confidénce‘

.

1

‘ﬂﬁ":

In all those instances we were hopelessly eutmatched by su.;ppcn.';seﬂ._,_‘,,,,t

amie

trained men, with up to date equipment. In some instances we wers outnumbered

to the extent of 8 tq 1l and 12 to one.

What wonder then if our boys were anxiocus %o enter on & trial of

atrength or efficiencywhare the odds were reduced %o something like equal.

Yes, you could see the confidence blooming to-day, like the first

of the summer rowes, a delight to behold.

Mobilisation "At the double" was the ordar. As the men were to

come up they were to rush over to V. Comdt. Malone at the county Road.

DIr. Nadden, Comdt. Ring, V.Comdt. Malone and ayself ran the distance

to the County Road and had a quick look round.

m
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5(45 fx wlatiouc T lone ovirleozins the County Ho.d in the neisheariooc

of the burnt-out H.I.C. Eat, with inctructions to weit there for tuw men ang

vhere to wl.ce tuen for the time being as they caue up.

M.dden, Rivg end myself tlien hurried forword along iovardes Teotiors

parellel te tie road in the Girection of Thomao Kuventz, vhere tlure is a

bend in the roud.

After excnining the ground in this neighbourhood the three of us
vere «:sreed that it was a much more fuvouruble site for us than the position

where the boys now were with lnlone.

HC were probubly not more than fifteen ninuies on this job until
we turneuq baci. Lmmeciately we truned, Li:lone and clhers were whistling,
shouting and doing their best, evidently to pull the sky dowmn. It was
quite clear the enemy vere coming. This would not now permit us to occupy

this last selected anbush position.

Joz Ring suggested that the double creaggane (hillock) out in the
figlds 150 yords west would be g grent point for one of our men. We agreed,
and he volwitvered to go if given permissior. Tis was granted and he set

out at oncc.

In his crogssingz the intervening ground botween the rosd and the
hillocks uwader *he proizction of o low fence, he wos oontineully being

sniped at. His haversack was projecting higher than the fence.

He got across srfely and succeeded in rendering valuable service from
that post. Tne fuct of the eneny seeing him go there vas in itself a grest
asset to us, and a greal set -bucis,to them. It confined imeir nmovements

very much.

About the moment Joe Ring left us, the leading lorry had halted under

our main position, which was about 60 ft. higher than the road.



_5@}. .I% vz ¢ gplendid loecction, well protectel by - roush otone fence.
5?7 Inoth:r sesction of our men ocecupicd the top of a hish hill behind Mrs.MeOraeol
to the South of us and on the other or Yest side of iae rond zbout 250 yards

from our main body.

A left flanking party extended from our main bodr down by a sood

Aind out into a bare flut in 2 level with the road.

Cept. Jim koran of Shrzloggs wes out in this Flat. He told me of
the sniping he had at the enemy as they ran into NMeGreal’s. I wns not
surprised when later, during the tiking of their surrender, sbnu af the
enemy cane out of 'eGreals leaving a heavy trail of blood along their path.

Jin was an expert shot and hzd & lovely mauser rifle.

Our right flank wus protected by V.3rissdier Ned Moane, 1Gjt.
ko

Johnnie Gibbdéns, and I thing esnother, I Cinnot nov remdmber.

—

I believe it cannot bﬁaaid whether the driver of the first loxry
steered into the position where the lorry halted. I do belinve he was dead
when it cane to a stop. I also believe that is where he would h?lt had he
been alyve. It was the best plice of protection for tie men and the Lewis

gan they garried.

The driver was D.I. Stephenson and he vwas shot "dead center" in the
Torehead.

Now the fun &%52%%2? Qur boys storted singing "felly the boy fron
kKillane". They kept it up for 2 loaz veriod; much teo the discomfort of
the enexy. I ax confident it ﬁelped Aasterinlly in hentening their surrender

alco.

The encmy pushed and kicked oui the Lewis gun from the rear of the
lorry. Several men followed it on the flat like salmon jumping, They

inew they daren't rise their back, head or any parf of the body. nen they
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“w Tlonaed on Ui oround ther Ld sbont a 2'6"{. sod fence to proteet thca.
N 0_PLotCov

B ——

Under this ecovez the Muchine guu wis sed up.

"Boy ol Boy" did our zeeseuwse remeaber the instructions talked of

day snd nicht for chou: n fortnizlt. "Deor oh Desr how they attenled to those

gunnzrs and ith sueh crfect,
/,;'1 PR ML
There wue & Lurst let up into the air to frighten the supposcd
rabbits. nes o poor fellow tried to level it across the fence ot us.
but that was all. Suddenly there wic too much lend in his heﬂ%’;‘ﬂnu 1

) "—/’ Asced /{u:”‘-\‘-fli""

Another comrude pusned him waide ond sturted the zige game.
Thiz sccond nwn had scarcely caught the pun un%il he a1lso w:e dend.
RLIE 2N
Then a third ann w:de a lilke effort and met with the samc fate.
alfter that poor "L.d; Lewis" was left all alose. Therce 'as no other nuan
found with the nerve to crcbrace hoer. She was locked upon as one to be

avoided rather than courted.

While all this was takivg place at the front lorry the meﬁ and
officers of the second lorry and car had dismounted and taken cover around
the bridge and its walls about 80 yards in rear of the front lorry. A1l

those Tens were under the fire of cur xzen on the left flank of our main
bodyéﬁ%ur wection on the hill to the South of the bridge under the comaand
of Condt. Joe Doherty, anifﬁomdt. Joe Ring to the Jest of the eneny.
Under those conditions with a hail of bullets coming from three wungles, all

the enemy around the bridze had & very hot time indeced.

.

The driver of this second lorry wus a civilian and his larry
had been commandeered for the occusion. He took cover under his lorry and
had 4 viry hard time dodging Joe Ring's bullets, in whose line of vieion he
was. There was one man killed and at le2st one beily wounded at the

bridge. Some had talen cover under the bridge.

When they found themselves under such concentrated fire at this

point they made a dush for UeGrewl's houae on the ro:dside about 40 yurds



&
g their roas-. This icolated thun from taking further pirt in the
L genent. 1 nlso entbled more of our nmen to concinirales on ho
frant lorsy wud thiertby bring sbout a moru speedy canture of the whole

party as recults proved.

For rome reason & man's two legs were proiruding from the rear of
the front lorry and when the boys had nothing ¢lse to fire at they vere

popping at those legs. The two czlves were praciieanlly shot off thra-.

Now there war &et t live mzn in this arsour plated lorry and he
att=apted to sghell us witk & rrenado. Evicently he did not like "The
Boy from Killuae" or the boys thit were singing it. He nlvo ceencd to

knov that he must not expose zny purt of Limself, having alred;

expcrienced the nccuracy of our riflenen.

t would be casy an sinple i he go* us rumning away like robbits.
But cramped up in the lorry with tools and amunition boxes, tyres etc., the

roor boy had scarcely rooa to rTell on his side.

In addition, those numerous, unfriendly Republicun bullets were
post unpleasant and they kept coming. How then could he udjust his
grenade-throwing rifle, or fit his ;renade into it. He couldnt't;
it was impossible, but evidently he tried. When trying in his eramped

up space apparently the bomb fell beside his head and nearly blew it off.

Bombs are very dangerous things to handle sni he should not hive
tried this with so many dis=dvuntuges. There wos o biz groove token out

of the side of his nead when we found him later.

I suggest the forezoir~ disadvantages anre what brought sbout his

disaster.

Some of our boys suggested:- It wvas hov the: shet the ring pin

out of the grenade and set it off. Perhaps; even a chance in a nillien

is possible and "your guess.is as good as mine".
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Kow taut bonb exylosion, zu vas expected, sped up matters in our
fivour a [ood deal. In a few ninutes there was a white fleg waved from

1i5 lorry.

“hile this fight was going on, onc of their men kept up a steady

fire on our position. I believe he kept completely under cover, s the
cnest eyes could not detect him, eni:his shooting seemed to go wild all
the time, thanks be to God. Nevertheless the danger wns there while he

} | haé his liberty.

It seemed he must huve dived into this thicket of sally bushes
First thing when the lorry halted. Bow this man was a reul danger, cs
t/ite porsibly he could not see the white flag in the lorry behind hin.
]] was much lower thun the roud, with a fence ut his back, and very likely

wus not laooking behind him.

Time wus pressing on us very ouch. de were probably well over

1 P hours fighting already.
)

Here was partial victory within our grasp which could easily be

snatched from us by the urrival of reinforcements from Westport or elsewhere.

#¥e decided thut Joe Baker with some of his men would cirry out

a }lanking movement, by working down towurds the road from our left centre
J

under cover. This Joe gladly undertook without hesitation.
]
¥

Capt. Johnny Duffy, his brother Paddy with some others fixed bayonets
1
EIJ did a right flanking movement to the road, no cover being available.

1
_i The muin body, and Baker's section which were by this time in

:os}tion quite close to the enemy, kept up & protecting fire for Duffy and

1 | section.

1
i Wnen Duffy and h#és section approached the lorry, the hidden man in

he tirench came .out when ordered to do so. Perhaps the shining steel

}
® |ightened" him, He was the only man from the front lorry thut escaped
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unwounded, Oq“'r"';. P il Al ST
é?jg - This man was taken over irmediately by Imfly ami—hivoeetion to
Irs.McGreal's and wne instructed to tell his pals what had happened at
the front lorry. Up to this they must have been ignorant of what had
happenedbihose in the front lorry. They were confined to the house and hag

no view from it.

My individual point of view has been that the eneny by oceupying
LicGreals house isolate. themselves from their comrados and by doing so
were guilty of an error iu tacties, whicn contributed to our success in this

fight.

Immediately a nuuber of our boys including Jimny Flaherty advanced
on the captured lorry to take over Lewis gun, rifles and zll available
materipnl without delay. All equipment was brought up at onee to our

main position for security.

Then followed one of the most extrezordinary fit of entics one
could posuibly expect to witness from a grown up man. Poor Jimmy Flzherty
seemed to be demented. Ee was carrying on like a well-fed kitten with
Miss Lewis, kissing her, rubbing her down, patting her, then patting her
again ond then a further romping. It was almost heart-breaking to

interrupt him, but tiwme was pressing.

Night was approaching and the capéure only half conmpleted. He had
to be reminded the war was not ryet won end tn train his "Ledy love'" Miss
Lewis on McGreal's at once, but to be sparing on ammunition. He did this
without further delay, and with wery much pleasure. We found Jimmie to be

& splendid machine-gunner.

“hile one section of our men looked after the booty from the first

lorry, others attended to the wounded.

Fras. Cregan was badly wounded and seemes to blced a lot. He was

carried up by our boys on a door-leuf from the road to a neighbouring house,
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jnd sone drink secured for him, slso a pillow und blanket o try and

2
* nomfort him, fe than renoved the dead men out of the lorry.

1 The mzn who had~had the bomb accidant was \found to be in an awful
,
Badition. There was u Qémi—cirnular groove sbout 2" wide gouged out of
e §idd of his heud, over thquar from fron’ to bheck. It was as if done
Wit & sharp instrument. The wound w.s covered over with fine dust from

bomb
be lorry, which had settled dovm after the/explosion. This dust hid a

)
lot of the gruescme appearance that would otherwise be so apparent.,

On searching D.I, Stephenson's pockets we found instructions issued
him = fro. Galway directing him to cnll on the ‘#21lace Brothers, at the

head of the Killury Bay, near Acsleagh.

So these were the instructioas that took then on their fatal
ourned. Both of those boys were £-fe end sound in licDonnell's A.5.U.
'/ i

T Jest Connemara and were among the best men we had.

Heving completed our work with the cpatured contents of the first
rry, all attention was now directed on thosc nen who werce herded in McGresl's

house. -

Voo
[ dlbye

A number of us now converged on Medreul's with Cadbein DRy
and his prisoner.
ok [Gane
When they were informed whut hati happened, Captainy Drflr denanded

tlzir surrender which they refusec. I then errived and demanded that

-

“E people of the house be let out unhurt. This was also refused. I
ILLH reminded tham that there wes a way 3$'which they evidemtlyFd not
s

¥'E gracped.

I told them that if they were not coning out at once we were not
gding to take any risks by deluys of this sort, that we were not going to

.élom them to hold us up, that we would set the house on fire and that if
A P

iny member of the Meldreal fanily would-be injured as a result of the fire

~
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we vould shoot then down to the last mun.

This brought immediate results. The Tans all merchei out at once
with their hands up end they were lined up on the road and disarmed without

LY

delay. The Tans seemed 1o be very much afraid and the Cfficer inquired

from ne what we were going to do with them.

I told him this fight wes over, and thuot we were not the sa¥ages he
and his Gsvernment were co busy describing us tr bej
first and sbove 211 else, and that he need not have any fear whatover.

They were told they would be released as soon as ve were ready to leave,

This they did not seem to be able to grasp. The whole thing was
positively painful to us, The worry that moved them all was most
embirrassing to unyone with a spark of Christian churity, and we were
most anxious to disnel it.
Any assurance of ours did not seem to huve an; effect on then.
I then observed one poor fellow who seengd to be badly wounded in

the leg or foot trying to stand to attention with the rest. He secmed

to be in great pain and losming a large quantity of basod.

I ordered him to the fence at once to sit or lie down, and blamed
both himself and his pals for not letting us know and for assuming we would

be so heartless as to impose such unnecessary punishment on any human being

»

This simple act of charity, and the few words of conpussion
ascociated with it had just the Sffect we all longed for, but so far had

fuiled to achieve. It was electrifying in its resultr.

The whole outlook of the prisoners changed just as you'd clap your

hands; They sensed now that they were in luck.

Inmediately our boys and themselves started conversations and jokes.

that{we were Christians

™
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| léé‘ mae 0.C. was resaessed to wend one of his men for Jpiritu.l =l
o
Wedical #id to ‘entport. He win informed how bidl: sorme of his rman were
up at the othrr laorry. He dispatched o awn st once on this errand.

(13

Qur ioughest problem now was to brezk off the convers:iions. It
4id not vee: to occur to our Loys far one norent that there would be

10,u50 nddition:l nen out for oir ileod after thila evening's gnragenent.

I wus omazed: It was entirely bejyond my couprehension. But then

there are & lot of things I do not understand at all, at ell.

The relsxution secmced to be very tempting indeed, after the high
pressure operaiion of tue past fev hours. Everr tongue seemed to loosen

up with redoubled encrey.

ok .
. However, we got the lorries on fire and took our depurlure.
Even then the 0.8. was very znxious to get a further promise that we would
not fire on then when we were retiring, We gave him thut promise,

’
whether it alleyed his imner feelings or not I az not in a position to say.

¢
Anyyay he had not long to weit, for we covered = lot of ground
in a short time. As on the ocemsion of the first Currowkennedy engageuent

on 22nd M-rch, '21, not ons man of the whole unit get « scretch or wound

of any kind.

It wes pow &.rkenin, roiidly, =2 we had sorne hurried refreshnents

in our' beloved Claddy once more, and made a speedy departure.

We had been irnformed later that it was kours after daylight the
following déuy before any man cane to the wounded wnd dring eneny at

Cerrowkennedy.

Wz were also told taat the whole districk was thoroughly scouted

by enemy planes in the morning before any help was pernitted to come along.
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Je did not knew Jor |nite o thile ufterwirds whit wasihou-ii of
the removal of D.I. Stephenson, Evidently he had been scoufﬁng the people

of Erris in North Mayo for scme time before he ciie te Wortport.

Jmen the Zrris psonle heard of his demine thev just about "Set

the B;rnny o1 fire" mo grest was the judbilation.
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