Financing the activities of the
West Mayo Brigade IRA
1919-1922

Compiled by Vincent Keane

In the years following the Irish Civil War, when a section of the IRA
decided to break away and form the new political party, Fianna Fail, an
amount of explaining to the electorate had to be done by the leaders of
this new party. As these former IRA leaders contested elections, it was
constantly thrown at them that during the lead-up to the Civil War they
had ordered the appropriation of money illegally from the banks and post
offices of the newly formed Irish Free State. True, IRA personnel in many
of the brigade areas had entered banks and post offices, and, at gunpoint
~ had relieved these establishments of many thousands of pounds. This
was all carried out by order of the newly formed IRA Executive, under
the leadership of Rory O'Connor, at the time using the Four Courts in
Dublin as a Headquarters and garrison.! The argument was that bills were
incurred on behalf of the IRA GHQ, for the purpose of formally training
the thousands of men in this volunteer army, and that the good name of
the organisation was at stake if its creditors were not paid off. It was
often stated at the time, by their detractors, that Republicans were no
better than robbers and plunderers, and were only 'feathering their own
nests'. In the former West Mayo Brigade area, later incorporated into
- the newly formed 4th Western Division, it was left to Michael Kilroy,
Fhe former Divisional O/C, to explain the tactic of appropriating finance
1 such a manner. Kilroy was by now, iff**932, a front-runner for Fianna
Fail. 1t was very important then to set the record straight and to give
fthe reasons for their actions in 1922. So it was, at an election rally at
l?urren, Castlebar, in February 1932, that Kilroy decided that the time
as appropriate to reveal the secrets and reasons behind the financial
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situation in the IRA during the War of Independence and the intervenipg
period up to the start of the civil war in July 1922.

From 1919 to 1921 the IRA in the West Mayo Brigade was basically self.
sufficient. Men bought their own weapons and equipment and financeq’
their own travelling. The brigade QM, Tommy Kitterick of Westport, hag
canvassed the traders of Westpoit and had come up with enough finance to
equip a small active service unit. He went to GHQ in Dublin and bought
new weapons there. When in the field the ASU never went hungry, the
people were right with them and food and shelter were always provided
free. All this was to change when the Truce of 1921 came about. GHQ in
Dublin now set up the new divisions and ordered that all IRA volunteers
should undergo two weeks of intensive training in specially organised
camps. In the West Mayo Brigade area these camps were set up in the
Westport Workhouse, Delphi, Ballycroy Lodge, Castlebar and several
other locations. The men came to these camps with their basic equipment
and led a military style life for the duration. These training camps proved
expensive to run. The men had to be fed, new military equipment had to
be bought and transport had to be arranged. Local butchers, bakers and
grocers were brought into the scheme and credit was extended in a big
way to the functioning of these camps. The first men to undergo training
were the existing officers. They had to make their way to Beggars Bush
Barracks in Dublin? to attend officer training courses. Newly designed
uniforms had to be bought in order that the semblance of a disciplined
army was portrayed.’ The whole affair was proving to be very costly ata
time when there was much unemployment.

In the first few months of these training camps GHQ footed the bill. In
April 1922 the 4th Western Division received £3,900 from GHQ to settle
the debts from running the training camps. Pro-Treaty sympathisers were
soon spreading rumours, especially in Westport, that the money was being
put back into purchasing weapons and ammunition. To counter theseé
false allegations the divisional staff sent a detailed statement of expenses
for the period July 1921 to December 1921 to the local newspapers. This -
statement makes interesting reading and is published opposite.
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FNT 'RE £8,900 RECEIVED BY
th WESTERK mvmmq

have been nude in Weptport with
il to & sum of £3,000 regeived from
Hoodquarters towards the! payment of
usexdjn this Division.

e to point out tbm. the 4th

1 Division comprises  four| Brigades,
liust Conncmurn, West }umnunl.n,
vo und North Mayo, and that the

flerred to was divided in| nceordunce
¥ debts incurred Ly these Brigades.
We fedi it our duty to'clear the lnir of such
falschood, and to nuintniu the honour und
respect already established by the | Republican
Army of Treland. It is o sod day ifor Irclund
when o uttempt would be made by uny
Trish inali or womnan to underming the stond-
ing of tha LR.A., but more esp: ally by one
who has held the funk of Officer inlthat Army.
Taking the circumstances ns Um) are, ol
that i< leit for us ix o publish!  staterent
of accounts  in eonnection with |/ the mdney
received by us from the old “Gekeral Head-
quarters”™ on dute Februnry 20th, and which
wus immediutely paid over to those tradirs
"llh v.h}\m we had controcted debts,
1 is a t of
e l-md to above :—

Peter Flamogan, I\--lwr. v c»lpu.
Goldon DBres., do. Wi e b N

[| Healy Bros., do.

come_to our knowledge t}mt certain

Shanley Bm. do., do. 200 0 v
3. ()'Dnl‘)‘faluw do. s do. w0 o
Hugh © do., do 150 0 U
Charles Hughes, do., do. 100 o 0
James MeGing, Westport 1) v v
Mrs. O'Hara, do. 1216 0
John P, Joyee, do. 2 0 v
M. Cusack, do. sy REREC T
P. Gill, do. wi 1900910
M. Wulsh, do. s 8 8 7
L. MeNumora, do. R 4 4 Y |
West Hotel, do. 1 88
Saruh Clauey, do. 819 6
Edword King, do. 20 0 0
Fitzpatrick Bros., do. 10 4 0
Edward Havan, do. PSR AR )
M. Flynn, do. b 510 0
Hewetson Dros., do. (e ¥l ]
Muwgaret McGing, do. PARRS W B
Peter O'Malley do. LU T
John P. Broheny, do. .. {8049 8
Jolm DBurke, do. i 2'0 0
R. Gibbons, do, iy 39 4
P. Jefters, do. 20 00
Sheridan Drs. do. o e VR
J. Relly, do. 2 u U
Irwin I% Browne, do. ... i A7 TR
Jeseph Ruddy, do. it 5§ 60
J. Malone, do. 1 00
l'. l)nvill. \;\\pwt b 418 0

wport W00

whnn, Louulruqh . 11 3 0
l‘ l’nnder;.mt, do. e
Heneghon JBros., do. w 000
Chae.  Murruy, 'do. oiet ' 30 SLERY
Anne Walsh, Westport 5 210 0
Johu Gibbons, do, & 800 0
b, . Kelly, do. ¥ »oo

James {Gavin, do. a4 ‘ l.‘f 1: 8
Mark Maane, do. s 1 410 0
J. J., Connolly, do. b 10137 O
J. O'Grady, do. e - 105000
. Curpey, do. Sl V15 U
Patk. Mulune, do. A0 [
A. Malone, du it 417 0
H. MeNwnnrs, lpuhbu 4 100
E. Hudun, do. e RO
A. Hearney, do. b she L 06 U
B. Philbin, do. 213
J. Kilmy, Wewport dvi 2% 18 =1
Carey'y ., do. o S B 0D
Murgurt (hnm, do. Soiuiid T Of
"J, Heyerin, Castlebar Jeeel 00
Langui{'s, Castlcbar Jl 8000
Bayneds, do, Lt B O
wd Co.y do. ... Sl 1 Y (s
. Vo
v 1T O
WS
. 500
2 |8 : 0
.-4418 0
B.37 98
4 3 ;A 3
g ) t 0
3. 1905y
CSEE F ke
. !g 158
. 0 v
il ko
th.. . B0
B 3 T 3 0
t . Bo 0
£ 8 e 20 0
run; do. | = o at2 0
P.iBdenh; do. |44 M0 Lo 000
J. O'Ponncll, do., 5 e R
1. OHaru, do. i B R
J. MfConn, do., ! | Gl 297010
Moyldpts' Btores, Ho. ! ... L. 131 6
L. “Hppine, do. | - RS . 1000 0
Whitds! Motor Works,  do. | 40 00
. OfBo, i St aue,
. 18 B0
e 481870
oo L SRED .0
. 480 14 10
w B00°0
p- B 0O
r.. 2 00
e 35°0 0
§ 00
. Clfte, [ 123 0 0
R. H, llclieown,‘ do. Lo 100 0 0
P. J.|McDonnell, do. .. ! 170 g 0
= erty, Q:ght;erud fe l& g
. A.|8weeny, do., 0
Joh Kiror 1 198 10 10
McNanaza, Galway -0 s 0
. Hynley, Kylemore 2 0
Cosgrpve Bros., Gulway 16 0 0
J. Reban, do. i« 20 z 0
-J. Wl Mondghon, nghhuld a1 B 0
T. Syeeny, Galway B i 1850
A. bon snd Co. | o 88°0 OF
Ojerstive Stose, Oughterard | ... 80 0 0 '
J u; Jﬁyu. d:;, Sl el B 00
. By 0,y e {ev 4100
\ gan, ':2 » ooe . 8710 0
Amoljut on hands | o £86 12 10
| (Signed) “
| M. KILROY,
ummmdmb-(lmnl 0.C.
4th Western Division.
| c. moxm. Div. Adjt., .
' J FB!}HA!I Div. Q.M. ¥
! . Div. o
i lonel Commandant.




The monies due from January 1922 came to a halt when the politica]
divisions became evident within the ranks. The IRA divided into Pro
and Anti-Treaty factions and the 4th. Western Division stayed true to itg
Republican ethos. GHQ stopped paying for the expenses of the divisiop
for that reason and several thousand pounds were owed to various traders
from the previous months. The. divisional QM was now Jack Feehan
and he made several applicati®ns to Mulcahy and Collins at GHQ for
finance, but was refused. The IRA Executive at the Four Courts now
made a decision that the money owed to the various divisions should be
taken from the banks. Michael Kilroy was the Divisional delegate to
the Executive and he actually voted against this move, knowing of the
consequences that would ensue. Being a disciplined officer, however,
Kilroy brought the orders back to the Divisional staff and subsequent
plans were made to visit the banks.

In Westport the responsibility for visiting the Bank of Ireland fell to
James 'Broddie' Malone, O/C of the Westport Battalion. On 6 May
1922, Malone, dressed in his full IRA uniform, and accompanied by
Johnny Gibbons, West Mayo Brigade Adjutant, met at the bank and
paid the manager, Mr Gardiner, a visit. A lorry load of armed IRA men
had been placed outside of the bank to secure the area. Malone and
Gibbons eventually exited the bank carrying the sum of £267 9, they had
failed to get access to the strong room. At the same time the Bank of
Ireland at Castlebar was visited by local IRA officers and £10,000 was
received there. The proceeds of these withdrawals were then given to
the Divisional QM, Jack Feehan, for safekeeping. Kilroy had devised a
plan whereby Feehan would travel around the Divisional area locating all
those creditors that were owed money. This work took almost two weeks
to complete and a Divisional staff meeting then gave Feehan the authority
to pay all outstanding bills and to get stamped receipts in return. In 1932,
Michael Kilroy still had these receipts in his posession. When Dr. John
Madden was contesting the elections in 1924 on behalf of Sinn F éin, a list
of these receipts was published in the Ballina Herald in order to counter
the charge of 'bank robbers' being levied against republicans. This move
stopped all the rumour mongering at the time. As Michael Kilroy said in
1932 - "I knew that if our creditors accepted this money which was taken
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publicly and without secrecy whatever, we would be to a great extent
justified in our actions, and as a consequence our opponents would be
silenced.......no individual who was offered any of this bank money has
refused to take it. We feel, at least, that those people do not look upon us
as bank robbers."

As in all armies, there was an amount of indiscipline in the republican
ranks. In Castlebar an IRA court martial had to deal with three of its
members that were found to have commandeered a car and gone on a
spree of robbery in the Castlebar area. The civil war intervened and there
was no finality to this case. In Westport, a volunteer was found guilty of
sheep stealing and was dealt with by being chained to the church railings
on a Sunday. Two other volunteers were found guilty of intimidating
people whilst armed. Young men with guns, without mature supervision,
were a dangerous combination. In the civil war all property belonging
to the new Irish Free State was deemed 'fair game' and an amount of post
offices were raided for cash and stamps.

‘Broddie' Malone was seriously injured in the @3
Civil War in action at Claremorris. He was then [,
interned until 1924.* Johnny Gibbons was also &
interned and in 1924 he and Malone were charged [
with robbery of the Bank of Ireland in Westport.’ (S
A well-known high-ranking Free State Army [ |
officer named McNamara was dispatchéd to
the internment camps to interview the two men. §
Several court appearances were held in Westport B
during 1924 and 1925, until the case was finally jud
dropped by the state. Kilroy was also seriously P&
injured during the civil war and was interned.® [§
He was the one delegated by IRA HQ to travel
about the various prisons in an effort to bring
the imass hunger strikes to a halt. He escaped
from Hare Park, The Curragh, on 10 May 1924
and evaded capture until the general release of
fepublican prisoners in late 1924.

James (Broddie) Malone.
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Notes

1. Mulcahy, the Chief of Staff of the IRA and a Pro=Treaty supporter, refused a ca]]
from the ranks to hold a convention of the IRA to determine its future stance to the
Treaty, resulting in a split.

2. As part of the Treaty arrangements, the British Army had vacated Beggars Bush
Barrack in Ballsbridge and allowed the IRA to use it as its HQ.

3. The newly trained IRA volunteers in the West Mayo Brigade area made their first
public appearance at the funerals of Volunteers Marley at Glenhest Cemetery in March
1922 and of Volunteer Duffy at Aughavale Cemetery, February 1922.

4. 'Broddie' Malone joined Fianna Fail in 1926 and was a life-long worker for that party.
He was Area Organiser for the Volunteer Reserve, ('Aikens Volunteers') of the Irish Free
State Army that was formed in 1934, with the rank of Captain, which was organised to
draw recruits away from a resurgent IRA at the time.

5. Johnny Gibbons, Quay Road, Westport, was West Mayo Brigade Adjutant. He was
captured at the 'Battle of Newport', November 1922. He became a solicitor in Dublin
and on his death his former comrades erected a fine memorial to him at the old Sutton
Cemetery, Dublin.

6. Michael Kilroy was captured at Kilbride, Newport in November 1922. He was
shot through the wrist and lung. Five Free State soldiers were killed in action on that
occasion. He was made walk up the main street of Westport whilst surrounded by a
hostile crowd, many of whom were relations of the deceased soldiers. He was selected
by the IRA leadership, whilst imprisoned in Mountjoy Prison, to visit all the detention
centres where men were on hunger strike in 1923, in order to bring the strike to an end.
He went on to become a Fianna Fail TD and long-time County Councillor.

Article compiled by Vincent Keane, committee member of the Westport Historical -

Society, and a regular contributor to Cathair na Mart.
i
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